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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said that investment in children’s education and healthcare is the
most crucial investment in nation-building. [Jago FM: 14]

Prime Minister has said the government is implementing various initiatives to make the education system
modern, time-befitting and practical. [R. Today: 19]

Education Minister has said 'Public Examinations Act' has been passed by cabinet, adding provisions for
punishment for cheating through digital means to prevent misuse of technology in examinations.

[R. Today: 17]
Water Resources Minister has said, government is working to implement Teesta Master Plan in a
coordinated manner under government's guidance. [R. Today: 20]

Police are returning to their previous uniforms, a combination of 'dark blue' and 'light olive' colors,

gazette issued. [Jago FM: 11]
Government will launch 5 specialized 200-bed children’s hospitals in Khulna, Barishal, Rangpur, Rajshahi
and Cumilla within 6 months. [R. Today: 1]
Four more people have died from measles-like symptoms in country. [Jago FM: 11]

The amount of money deposited by Bangladeshis in Swiss banks increased by nearly 41 per cent over

the past year. [BBC: 03]
USA has dropped its naval blockade of Iran after two countries signed a deal to end war in Middle East.

[BBC: 04]
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US-IRAN TALKS POSTPONED AS VANCE PULLS OUT OF SWITZERLAND TRIP

A new round of direct talks between the US and Iran have been postponed after Vice-
President JD Vance delayed a planned trip to Switzerland. The White House announced late
on Thursday that Vance would not be travelling to the talks and said the logistics had not
been "simple or predictable". It comes a day after the US dropped its naval blockade of Iran
after the two countries signed a deal aimed at ending the conflict. While the deal also said
fighting should end in Lebanon, the country's health ministry said Israeli strikes had killed at
least 18 people in the south overnight. Negotiators had been due to meet for what US
officials described as "technical discussions" on the next steps of the agreement signed
earlier this week. (BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)

LEBANON SAYS ISRAELI STRIKES KILL 18 AS ISRAEL SAYS FOUR SOLDIERS
KILLED BY HEZBOLLAH

At least 18 people have been killed in southern Lebanon following a series of Israeli air
strikes overnight, the country's health ministry has said - while the Israeli military says four of
its soldiers were also killed. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said it had struck 80 targets
linked to the Iran-backed armed group Hezbollah and killed "dozens" of its members. It
comes a day after the US and Iran signed a deal aimed at ending the conflict in the Middle
East, including a permanent cessation of hostilities in Lebanon. Both Israel and Hezbollah
have carried out strikes against each other since the agreement was announced, raising
guestions about the future of the truce between the US and Iran.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)

ZIMBABWE MPs PASS BILL TO EXTEND PRESIDENT'S TIME IN POWER

Zimbabwe's lower house of parliament has passed a bill to extend presidential terms from
five to seven years, which would allow President Emmerson Mnangagwa to remain in power
until 2030. More than 200 lawmakers voted in favour of the draft legislation on Thursday,
surpassing the vote threshold required for a two-thirds majority to amend the constitution.
The bill also scraps direct presidential elections, with future presidents chosen by parliament.
The bill now heads to the senate, where it is also expected to secure approval, before being
enacted by the president. (BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)

THIRTY-FIVE KILLED AS GUNMEN ATTACK NIGER'S BIGGEST AIRPORT
THIRTY-FIVE people have been killed after gunmen struck Niger's largest airport on
Thursday, officials say - the second attack in less than five months. Residents in the
predominantly Muslim country told the BBC they had just finished their morning prayers
when explosions and gunshot sounds rang out from Diori Hamani international airport,
located in the capital, Niamey. Niger's defence ministry said the fatalities comprised 22
assailants, 11 soldiers, and two civilians. On Thursday evening, al-Qaeda affiliate Jama'at
Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) said it had carried out the attack. Niger has been
fighting an Islamist insurgency for a decade and in January, an organization linked to the
Islamic State group claimed responsibility for an attack on the same airport.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)

THOUSANDS KILLED IN US-ISRAELI WAR ON IRAN - BUT EXPERTS SAY TRUE
TOTAL MAY NEVER BE KNOWN

Thousands of people have been killed across the Middle East since the US-Israeli war with
Iran began in February, official figures show, with a deal now agreed to end the war. More
than 7,300 people have been killed in Iran and Lebanon since 28 February, according to
official casualty reports from those countries. Among them are hundreds of children and
dozens of healthcare workers. Scores more people have been killed across the wider region.
However, some analysts say the figures are almost certainly an undercount and experts told
BBC Verify that internet, media and government restrictions - coupled with unreliable figures
due to the presence of armed groups in some areas - have hampered reporting. Dr lain
Overton - executive director at the UK-based charity Action on Armed Violence - said the
conflict being fought across multiple countries means casualty figures "are often incomplete,
delayed or impossible to independently verify". He added that "the final death toll will likely
remain contested" for years after the conflict ends.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)
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INDIA'S CASH TRANSFER BOOM GIVES RELIEF TO THE POOR BUT STRAINS
BUDGETS

The world's fastest growing major economy is increasingly dependent on dole to keep its
poorest people out of desperate poverty. Over the past decade, government cash transfers,
particularly directed at women and farmers, have emerged as a major welfare tool for
poverty eradication in India. Federal and state allocations for such schemes grew more than
20 times from under $2bn in 2015 to nearly $30bn, according to data from ProjectDEEP, an
organization that works on cash-based policies across the country. They now constitute just
under 1% of India's GDP and over 10% of its social sector spending, and this growth
outpaces spending increases on flagship social schemes that guarantee food security and
employment. The trend is widespread. (BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)

TRUMP HINTS AT NEW APPROACH TO NORTH KOREA'S NUCLEAR PROGRAMME
United States President Donald Trump intends to shift his focus to North Korea's nuclear
programme now that Washington has reached an agreement with Iran, South Korea's
president has said. Lee Jae Myung said in a news conference that Trump told him on Friday
at a G7 dinner that "the time had come to pay attention to the North Korea issue," a
comment that could signal renewed US focus on Pyongyang's nuclear capabilities. Lee also
told Trump that sanctions against North Korea were "ineffective", pointing to deepening
military cooperation between Pyongyang and Moscow. "Even a small amount of assistance
from Russia is of great help to North Korea," Lee said. The two Koreas remain technically at
war because their 1950-53 conflict ended in an armistice, not a peace treaty, and are
separated by a Demilitarized Zone through which the border runs. North Korea announced
its first nuclear test in 2006 and is believed to have dozens of nuclear weapons.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)

AFGHANISTAN STRIKES TARGETS IN PAKISTAN, RAISING CROSS-BORDER
TENSION

Afghanistan has launched air strikes on what it called hideouts used by armed groups and
"hostile intelligence circles" inside Pakistan, Kabul has announced. The strikes, reported on
Friday by Afghanistan's defence ministry, were launched the previous day. The incident is
the latest threat to the fragile ceasefire between the neighbours. Hostilities have broken out
several times over recent months, killing hundreds of people, and mediators led by China
have so far failed to secure an agreement for a settled peace. The hideouts, located in
Pakistan's Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces, both of which share a border
with Afghanistan, were targeted by the "air force" on Thursday night, Afghanistan's defence
ministry said in a social media post. (BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)

OIL PRICES RISE AS LEBANON FIGHTING ERUPTS AND HORMUZ TRAFFIC STILL
SLOW

Oil prices have begun rising again as an agreement between the United States and Iran
hangs in the balance. Brent crude, the International benchmark, rose 0.65% on Friday, after
falling as much as 0.9% eatrlier in the day, as traders continued to weigh the practical effect
of the US-Iran memorandum of understanding on ending their war and reopening the Strait
of Hormuz. Brent futures for August delivery stood at $80.37 as of 6:30 GMT, taking the
benchmark above the $80 threshold for the first time since Wednesday, after an earlier slide
spurred by an uptick in commercial vessels transporting energy supplies through the strait. It
comes after Israel launched a series of attacks on Lebanon, kiling 16 people and
threatening the ceasefire agreement between the US and Iran.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/06/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



