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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has assured to take initiative to release over 2,000 Bangladeshis
detained in Malaysian jails. [R. Today: 23]

Finance Minister has informed that government wants to move away from tendency of taking bank loans
and walk on path of alternative financing. [R. Today: 21]

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister has said, 23,865 politically motivated cases have been
withdrawn. [Jago FM: 1T]

Water Resources Minister has said, Bangladesh-India transhoundary water sharing agreement is heing
reviewed. [Jago FM: 1T]

State Minister for Public Administration has commented that there is no connection between transfer of
Sylhet'’s DC and income and expenditure of Hazrat Shahjalal (R) and Shahporan (R) shrines. [Jago FM: 19]

Khulna Additional Police Commissioner has been withdrawn following allegations of his controversial
remarks. [BBC: 06]

Sada pathor tourist spot has been shut down in Sylhet due to continuous rainfall and onrush of water
from upstream. [Jago FM: 14]

Lightning strikes country’s six districts including Dhaka, killing 11 people. [R. Today: 23]
Six people including Al Jazeera cameraman have been killed in an Israeli strike in Gaza. [BBC: 25]

U.S. Vice President has termed Iran-U.S. talks in Switzerland to end war as “historic.” [BBC: 08]
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BBC

FUEL SALES HALTED IN OCCUPIED CRIMEA AS UKRAINE TARGETS OIL
FACILITIES

Russian-backed authorities have suspended fuel sales to the public in the occupied region of
Crimea as Ukraine continues its attacks on the peninsula. Fuel had already been rationed
due to shortages caused by Ukraine's recent campaign against supply routes in Russian-
occupied territories. Governor Sergey Aksyonov said individuals and businesses would be
turned away from petrol stations, and fuel would only be sold to government agencies
enduring Crimea's "functioning and security". Crimea - which Russia illegally annexed in
2014 - has been experiencing logistical difficulties and shortages, but this appears to be its
most significant fuel restriction so far. (BBC News Web Page: 21/06/26, FARUK)

US AND IRAN BEGIN TALKS ON INITIAL PEACE DEAL IN SWITZERLAND

US and Iranian officials have arrived in Switzerland for direct talks after signing an initial
agreement to end the war last week. The deal includes a commitment to reach a final
agreement within 60 days, as well as an end to hostilities on "all fronts" - including in
Lebanon - and the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz. But ongoing clashes between Israel
and the Iran-backed Hezbollah in Lebanon prompted Iran to announce it had shut the vital
shipping route on Saturday - though tracking data shows vessels have continued to pass
through it. Vice-President JD Vance said the US hoped for progress on "the nuclear issue"
and Lebanon, while Tehran said it would be "demanding that the other side fulfil its
commitments". Vance was joined at the Burgenstock mountaintop resort by US President
Donald Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner and special envoy Steve Witkoff. For the Iranians
, parliamentary speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf and Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
arrived in Switzerland late on Saturday. The delegations were joined by Pakistan's Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and the head of the country's armed forces, Field Marshal Asim
Munir. Pakistan has acted as a mediator throughout the war, and hosted a previous round of
negotiations between the US and Iran. (BBC News Web Page: 21/06/26, FARUK)
COLOMBIA'S ESCALATING, BRUTAL INTERNAL CONFLICT IS DEFINING ITS
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Colombia's six decades of conflict between armed groups, the state and cartels has liked
hundreds of thousands of people. It isn't new, but illegal armed groups have roughly doubled
their membership in the last five years. These include Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) dissident fractions, the National Liberation Army (ELN) and the Clan del
Golfo, who have expanded their control of rural areas key to drug trafficking and illegal
mining. A brutal offensive between the ELN and FARC dissidents near the Venezuela-
Colombia border last year displaced tens of thousands of people. The two presidential
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candidates have starkly different visions for tackling this violence, in a campaign marked by
the assassination of a presidential candidate, homicides, kidnappings and bombings.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/06/26, FARUK)

FRANCE BANS ALCOHOL AT MUSIC FESTIVAL EVENTS UNDER RED HEATWAVE
ALERT

France has banned alcohol at some events at a massive national music festival on Sunday
as a heatwave pushes temperatures towards record levels. Annual Fete del la Musique
celebrations draw millions to the streets across France. But with a third of the country
covered by the most serious heatwave warnings, the government has banned alcohol
consumption in public places under the red alerts. "For all events organized by the state and
its agencies, instructions have been given not to offer alcohol,” the office of Prime Minister
Sebastien Lecornu said. Temperatures of 39-40C are expected from the southwest through
the Paris region into Burgundy on Sunday, with some areas possibly reaching 41C.
Temperatures have been forecast to peak on Monday, and authorities have warned they
could match historic highs. (BBC News Web Page: 21/06/26, FARUK)

TIGHT SECURITY AS INDIAN STUDENTS RESIT MEDICAL EXAM AFTER ALLEGED
PAPER LEAK

Millions of hopeful medical students across India are resitting a crucial exam under
unprecedented security, after the first paper was cancelled following allegations that the
guestions had been leaked. Nervous students were met with biometric identification checks,
metal detectors, armoured patrols and frisking at exam centres on Sunday morning. Leaving
nothing to chance this time, the Indian Air Force transported the new test papers to some
regions, while police and paramilitary officers were deployed at the 5,440 exam centres
across the country. The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (Undergraduate), known as
NEET-UG, is required for students to join medical colleges in India.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/06/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI STRIKES KILL SIX PEOPLE IN GAZA INCLUDING AL JAZEERA
CAMERAMAN: OFFICIALS

Israeli strikes in Gaza have killed at least six people, including an Al Jazeera cameraman
and at least one child, according to health officials and rescuers. Al Jazeera said it "strongly
condemns the heinous crime of targeting and killing" of its correspondent Ahmed Wishah,
who was killed in a strike on a central Gaza home on Saturday. The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) accused Wishah of being "a terrorist in Hamas military wing who served as a sniper
operative". Gaza's Hamas-run health ministry, whose figures the UN regards as reliable,
says the Israeli military has killed 1,007 people since a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas
came into effect last October. The IDF said that Wishah in recent months had advanced
sniper attack plans against Israeli troops, without providing evidence.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/06/26, FARUK)

UKRAINE STRIKES HIT OIL FACILITIES IN CRIMEA, RUSSIA'S KRASNODAR

At least four people have been killed in Ukrainian drone attacks on Crimea that have hit an
oil depot and fuel facilities that Russia uses to supply its forces, Russian-installed authorities
say. Crimea's Moscow-installed leader, Sergey Aksyonov, said at least 28 people were
wounded in the attacks overnight into Sunday. Separately, local authorities in Russia's
Krasnodar region just east of Crimea said a Ukrainian drone attack on an oil transport facility
killed one person on a passenger ferry and set an oil terminal ablaze. The Russian Ministry
of Defence said 239 Ukrainian drones were shot down overnight. President Volodymyr
Zelensky confirmed Ukraine had hit an oil depot in the Crimean city of Kerch and an oll
transport facility in Krasnodar. (BBC News Web Page: 21/06/26, FARUK)
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