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HIGHLIGHTS

Finance Minister has said, proposed budget is inclusive and designed to consider everyone's interests,
rejecting claims that it is a party-oriented budget. [BBC: 03]

Opposition Chief Whip has described the proposed budget as ambitious & detached from economic reality,
warning that larger budgets create greater opportunities for large-scale corruption. [Jago FM: 17]

Proposed budget includes a higher tax-free income threshold, lower taxes and duties on essential goods,
VAT exemptions for freelancers, and tax incentives for industry. [BBC: 04]

NBR Chairman has clarified that the proposed 2026-21 national budget does not include any provision to
legalise black money. [R. Today: 2]

Executive director of CPD has said that in reality of high inflation, tax-free income limit should have
been increased further and implementation of proposed budget will be a big challenge.  [Jago FM: 23]

Bangladesh Bank Governor has said, a large part of the country's banking sector is in crisis; one-third of
deposits have been stolen from some banks. [Jago FM: 26]

Department of Health has ordered immediate and proper treatment of patients referred from the capital's
Ad-Din Women's Medical College Hospital to six government hospitals in Dhaka. [Jago FM: 14]

Bangladesh and India have agreed to further stremgthen border cooperation through intelligence sharing
and coordinated patrols. [DW: 13]

Eleven police personnel have been temporarily suspended following allegations of assaulting a local
Swecchasebak Dal leader inside Kotwali Police Station in Rangpur. [R. Today: 29|

R total of 37 Bangladeshi nationals rescued from various cyber scam compounds in Cambodia have
returned home. [Jago FM: 22]

South Korea’s ex-President Yoon Suk Yeol has been sentenced to 30 years in prison for sending military
drones into North Korea. [DW: 15]
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BBC
MORE TIME NEEDED FOR AIR INDIA CRASH INQUIRY: OFFICIALS
The investigation into the Air India crash which left 260 people dead is
ongoing, with the final report to be "released upon its completion”, India's
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) has said on the first anniversary
of the disaster. The statement said "significant progress" had been made, in
particular to "the examination and analysis of aircraft systems, flight recorder
data, engine-related components, maintenance and operational records". But
it did not give a date for the investigation's completion. The exact cause of the
Boeing 787 Dreamliner crash shortly after taking off from Ahmedabad en route
to London on 12 June 2025 has been the subject of widespread speculation.
(BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)
'NOTHING' FINALIZED AFTER TRUMP CLAIMS DEAL TO END WAR:
TEHRAN
Iran has insisted that a final decision on an agreement to end the current
conflict with the US has not yet been reached, despite President Donald
Trump again claiming a deal was likely to be signed imminently. Trump had
declared the US would strike Iran "very hard" again on Thursday, but later
said he was cancelling the strikes because negotiators had "just made a great
settlement" with Iran. He told reporters it was "subject to finalization of
documents, which should get done, over the next few days" and that there
would "probably" be a signing ceremony in Europe. But Iran's foreign ministry
spokesperson Esmail Baghaei said reports of an agreement were
"speculative" and "nothing has been finalized". Trump has previously claimed
a deal with Iran was close without one materializing.
(BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)
THAI PRINCESS DIES AFTER MORE THAN THREE YEARS IN COMA
Thailand's Princess Bajrakitiyabha, who had been in a coma for more than
three years, has died, the royal household has announced. She was 47. She
collapsed in December 2022 while exercising her dogs. Her doctors attributed
it to a severely irregular heartbeat, caused by a mycoplasma infection in her
heart. With her death, the Thai royal family has lost its most visibly
accomplished member, and someone who might have played a pivotal role in
an as yet unclear succession. She was the eldest of King Vajiralongkorn's
seven children, born on 7 December 1978 to his first wife and cousin,
Princess Soamsawali. (BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)
DEADLY SUDAN DRONE STRIKE TARGETS FUNERAL PROCESSION
A drone strike on a funeral procession at a cemetery in the Sudanese city of
el-Obeid has killed at least four people and injured several others, two rights
groups, Sudan Doctors Network and Emergency Lawyers, have said. Both
groups blame the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) for the attack.
Emergency Lawyers said it was part of a series of drone strikes that started on
Wednesday evening in which at least 23 people have died in all. The RSF has
not commented. EI-Obeid, currently in the hands of the army, is a key
battleground in Sudan's three-year civil war which began after the leaders of
the army and RSF fell out over the future direction of the country. The fighting
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has created the world's worst humanitarian crisis with more than 11 million
people forced from their homes and 28 million facing acute hunger.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)

JAILED SOUTH KOREA EX-PRESIDENT GETS 30 MORE YEARS

A South Korean court has sentenced former President Yoon Suk Yeol to 30
years in jail for sending drones into North Korea. Prosecutors argued that
Yoon ordered the operation in October 2024 to provoke Pyongyang and
create a pretext for his failed martial law bid later that year. When Yoon
declared martial law on 3 December, he had claimed he was protecting the
country from "anti-state" forces that sympathized with North Korea. But it soon
became clear he was driven by domestic troubles and he rolled back the order
in the face of mass protests. Yoon was impeached and is now serving time in
prison after he was sentenced to life for insurrection over his botched martial
law attempt. (BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)

'SURRENDER OR FACE FULL FORCE' OF STATE, NIGERIAN
PRESIDENT WARNS ARMED GROUPS

Armed groups operating in Nigeria must "surrender or face the full force" of
the state, the country's President Bola Ahmed Tinubu has warned. Speaking
during a national broadcast marking Nigeria's Democracy Day, he said that
although the year's celebration had been "dampened" by the recent
kidnappings of school children, security remained at the heart of the
government. Nigeria has long battled with an economic crisis and insecurity.
Public fear has been reignited as attacks on schools and villages as well as
mass abductions for ransom have increased, largely in the country's northern
and central regions. Referring specifically to the abduction of children in Oyo
and Borno states, Tinubu said the authorities "remain hopeful for their safe
return”. (BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)

INDONESIAN STUDENTS PROTEST IN AGAINST STATE SPENDING,
Hundreds of students took to the streets of Indonesia's capital on Friday to
protest government policies they said could"bankrupt" the country. The
students were demanding President Prabowo Subianto stop what they called
wasteful state spending and scrap his flagship free meals programme, which
has been dogged by mass poisonings and allegations of corruption. They
were also protesting the government's decision to raise fuel prices, which will
hurt the middle class. Friday's protest comes amid rising public anger which
has simmered for months over perceived mismanagement of the country. The
local currency, the rupiah, has also recently slid to fresh lows. "Fuel prices are
going up, and our lives are getting harder," university student Zaki was heard
shouting at police officers. (BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)

SOUTH AFRICA TROLLED BY FANS IN WAKE OF WORLD CUP LOSS
The normal display of African unity in the early stages of a football World Cup
was notably absent from social media as many fans from across the continent
backed Mexico in the tournament's opening match against South Africa. The
memes were light-hearted - including sombreros, mariachi bands and tacos -
but they pointed to a dark underbelly. The banter reflected anger over the
reports of xenophobic violence in South Africa. A poor South African
performance on the pitch led to a 2-0 defeat against the World Cup co-hosts.
As the final whistle blew, social media lit up with a flood of mocking posts. But
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some South Africans pushed back, praising the spirit of their team, nicknamed
Bafana Bafana. (BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)

VIOLENCE ESCALATES IN ISRAEL AMID ULTRA-ORTHODOX MILITARY
DRAFT PROTESTS

The most fundamental rift in Israeli politics is arguably not the wars it is
fighting on multiple fronts, nor the international isolation stemming from its
genocidal war in Gaza. Instead, the conscription of young ultra-Orthodox men
into the military continues to divide the country's major political parties and
bring demonstrators to the streets. Thousands of ultra-Orthodox Jewish men
brought city centres across central Israel to a halt on Thursday night as they
protested against the arrest of their fellow adherents for refusing conscription
into the army. Their refusal to serve in the military is not, however, out of a
moral objection to Israel's various wars, but instead because they view serving
in the army as diluting their faith and drawing them away from studying it.
(BBC News Web Page: 12/06/26, FARUK)
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