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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman is leaving Dhaka today for a 6-day state visit to Malaysia and China.

[DW: 09]
Tarique Rahman has urged students to excel in studies and cultural activities along with sports to build
better country. [Jago FM: 11]

Home Minister has expressed optimism that UAE will soon return Ex-IGP Benazir Ahmed to Bangladesh
after completing due process. [Jago FM: 13]

Government has taken initiative to attract foreign investment to reopen country's unprofitable and closed
factories. [R. Today: 23]

Bangladesh has rejected request of UN for additional land to accommodate Rohingya refugees.
[R. Today: 23]
Seven more children have died from measles-like symptoms in country. [Jago FM: 18]

BGB has thwarted an attempt by BSF to push 20 people into Bangladesh along Chapainawabganj border.
[Jago FM: 13]
Iran has closed Strait of Hormuz following Israeli attacks in Lebanon. [BBC: 09]

Rustralia has confirmed Ist case of H5N1 bird flu in the country. [BBC: 25]
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ISRAEL AND HEZBOLLAH CONTINUE STRIKES DESPITE CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT

At least a dozen people have reportedly been killed by lIsraeli airstrikes on southern
Lebanon, less than 24 hours after a new ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah was
announced. Officials in the Nabatieh district said attacks had killed 16 people and injured at
least a dozen more, after Israeli warplanes, drones, and artillery targeted numerous areas.
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The Israeli military said it struck "Hezbollah terrorist targets" after the group fired over 50
projectiles at Israeli forces in the region. Washington has criticized Israel's ongoing
operations in Lebanon, which was drawn into the US-lIran war when Hezbollah launched
rockets into Israel in retaliation for a strike that killed Iran's supreme leader.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/06/26, FARUK)

ZELENSKY STRIPPED OF HIGHEST POLISH HONOUR OVER WW2 NAME OF ARMY
UNIT

Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky has been stripped of Poland's highest state honour, the Order
of the White Eagle, over Kyiv's decision to name a military unit after controversial World War
Two fighters. Polish President Karol Nawrocki branded Ukraine's decision late last month to
name the unit after the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) "outrageous", incomprehensible"
and"deeply disappointing”. Nawrocki stressed the diplomatic row would not impact Poland's
support for Ukraine against Russia. Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha denounced
Warsaw's move, calling it a"strategic mistake" and" disrespectful'. Many in Ukraine regard
the UPA, which existed in the 1940s and 1950s, as heroes who fought for Ukrainian
independence against the Soviet Red Army as well as Nazi Germany and Polish authorities.
So for Ukrainians the title "Heroes of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army" is a major honour.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/06/26, FARUK)

TOURIST DIES IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC LUXURY RESORT FIRE

A huge fire at a luxury beach resort in the Dominican Republic killed one woman and forced
nearly 1,700 guests to be evacuated on Friday. The woman was a 46-year-old Italian tourist,
the DAEH emergency services said in a statement to local media. It added that three people
were taken to medical facilities and six others were treated on site. Drone footage shows
how widespread the fire was, with buildings spanning the Viva Wyndham Dominicus Beach
in the town of Bayahibe on fire, and thick black smoke billowing into the air. The cause of the
early-morning blaze is not yet known, but an initial investigation found the flames spread
quickly due to wind conditions and the flammable thatched roofs on some buildings. The
country's Emergency Operations Center (COE) said the fire had been brought under control
and guests had been moved to other hotels. (BBC News Web Page: 20/06/26, FARUK)
ITALY'S MELONI SAYS TRUMP 'MADE UP' STORY THAT SHE 'BEGGED' HIM FOR
PHOTO AT G7

Italy's prime minister, Giorgia Meloni, has said she is astonished after President Donald
Trump told Italian TV she had "begged" him for a picture with her, in comments that have
provoked an open row between the two leaders. Meloni said Trump's comments were
entirely "made-up”, and Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani has cancelled a trip to the US
early next week. The highly public exchange is an indication of how far their earlier close ties
have frayed in the months since Trump's decision to go to war with Iran. Trump and Meloni
were seen in close conversation at the G7 summit at Evian-les-Bains in eastern France this
week, and the lItalian leader later told reporters their relationship was unchanged and there
had been "no recriminations". (BBC News Web Page: 20/06/26, FARUK)

US TO STOP FUNDING HIV PROGRAMME IN SOUTH AFRICA

The US government says it will stop funding programmes in South Africa intended to tackle
the spread of HIV and Aids. More than eight million South Africans are living with HIV - the
highest number of any country in the world. The US State Department appeared to link the
decision to South Africa's alleged failure to protect the white-minority Afrikaner community -
an allegation the South African government has repeatedly rejected. South Africa's health
ministry responded by saying that though it had not been informed of this decision, it had
"long been working on a self-reliance plan". Until 2025, the US was supporting South Africa's
efforts to deal with the virus with an estimated $400m a year through the President's
Emergency Fund for Aids Relief (Pepfar). But since the inauguration of President Donald
Trump, relations between the two countries have increasingly soured.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/06/26, FARUK)



25

AUSTRALIA CONFIRMS FIRST CASE OF H5N1 BIRD FLU AS VIRUS REACHES EVERY
CONTINENT

The H5N1 strain of bird flu has for the first time been found in Australia, the country's
agriculture ministry confirmed. It means the highly contagious variant has now reached every
continent. The disease was found in a migratory seabird, a brown skua, in remote Western
Australia, Agriculture Minister Julie Collins said on Saturday. The bird was found on a beach
at the Cape Le Grand National Park near the town of Esperance, about 700km south-east of
Perth, according to local media. Australia was previously the only continent where the H5N1
BIRD flu strain had not been found. The strain can spread quickly among poultry and wild
bird populations. Human cases tied to the disease remain uncommon.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/06/26, FARUK)

AFRICAN AND CARIBBEAN NATIONS CALL FOR FORMAL APOLOGY FOR
TRANSATLANTIC SLAVERY

African and Caribbean countries have called for a formal apology and reparations from
countries that benefited from the transatlantic slave trade. The demands come at the end of
a three day conference in Ghana which looked to advance the push for preparatory justice. It
follows a landmark UN resolution earlier in March which recognized transatlantic slavery as
the "gravest crime against humanity”, urging the UN member states to contribute to a
reparations fund. Around 12-15 million African men, women and children were captured and
trafficked to the Americas to work as slaves from the 15-19th century. A 19-point reparations
plan has been endorsed as part of the "Next Steps" conference in the Ghanaian capital of
Accra. (BBC News Web Page: 20/06/26, FARUK)

TWO ROADSIDE BOMBS KILL AT LEAST SEVEN IN NORTHWESTERN PAKISTAN

Two roadside bomb blasts in northwestern Pakistan have killed at least seven people. The
first explosion on Saturday hit a vehicle, and the second was detonated as rescuers
responded, police said. "A private pick-up truck carrying passengers was targeted with a
remote-controlled IED," said Yasir Afridi, a police officer in Bannu district in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province bordering Afghanistan, using a common acronym for a homemade
bomb. "The injured were being transported to hospital in a car for emergency treatment
when a second IED exploded,” he said, adding that three people were wounded. Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif condemned the attack and said the government would
bring those responsible to justice. (BBC News Web Page: 20/06/26, FARUK)

PARENTS AND TWO DAUGHTERS KILLED IN ISRAELI STRIKE IN GAZA

At least five people have been Kkilled in Gaza after overnight Israeli strikes hit a residential
area in the besieged enclave. The attacks around 2:00 am on Saturday hit a building on al-
Thalatini Street in Gaza City, medical sources told the Wafa news agency. Among those
killed were a father and his two daughters - four-year-old Zina and 14-year-old Lana. The
mother was wounded and died later on Saturday. Several others were injured. Five people
were injured earlier on Friday evening after Israeli air strikes targeted a tent sheltering
displaced families in the al-Mawasi area of Khan Younis. Meanwhile, Wafa reported heavy
gunfire on Saturday coming from Israeli naval vessels off the coast of southern Gaza.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/07/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



