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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has told SSF, trust and love of the people are main strength of a
democratic head of government; security should not separate leaders from people. [Jago FM: 25]

Home Minister has announced an initiative to build a barbed-wire fence to curb border killings,
infiltration, and various cross-horder crimes. [BBC: 06]

Road Transport and Bridges Minister has announced a plan to relocate four inter-district bus terminals
from Dhaka within the next two and a half years. [Jago FM: 19]

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, an opportunity has been created for establishment of an
independent National Media Commission by bringing all stakeholders in a common platform.

[R. Today: 33]
HSC and equivalent examinations will begin on July 2, with a common question paper for all general
education boards --- Education Minister. [Jago FM: 22]

CID has prepared a draft charge sheet in the Bangladesh Bank reserve theft case after a decade,
accusing 64 individuals and organizations. [R. Today: 29]

International Business Forum of Bangladesh has described proposed national budget as a realistic
roadmap for economic recovery and investment expansion. [Jago FM: 24]

Government has decided to implement ninth pay scale for public employees from next July. [Jago FM: 23]
European Union has announced €14 million in financial assistance for Rohingya refugees. [BBC: 06]

Deposits by Bangladeshis in Swiss banks have exceeded Tk 12,500 crore; rising by about 41.5 percent in
2025 alone. [R. Today: 29]

More than 200 workers in Gazipur fell ill after drinking water; while 18 students in Chapainawabganj
became ill after consuming school meals. [DW: 12]

The United States and Iran have electronically signed a memorandum of understanding to extend their
ceasefire and reopen the Strait of Hormuz. [NHE: 12]
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/17/read-the-us-account-of-unreleased-14-point-iran-ceasefire-memorandum
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BBC
HEGSETH ANNOUNCES US REVIEW OF EUROPE FORCES, SAYS SOME
ALLIES WILL FAIL
US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has severely criticized some of
America's Nato allies, while announcing a six-month review of US forces in
Europe. "Some countries will fail, and others will pass with flying colours," he
said at a meeting of Nato defence ministers in Brussels, singling out allies that
he suggested had been "free-riding". Hegseth was also highly critical of Nato
member states that had imposed limits on help to US forces during the war
with Iran. His announcement follows a US decision to scale back its
commitments to a high readiness force within the alliance known as the Nato
Force Model (NFM). The sim of the review, which Hegseth termed Nato 3.0,
was to "ensure that Nato is moving fast and irreversibly toward Europe" on
security on the continent. (BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)
THREE KILLED AFTER ISRAELI STRIKES IN SOUTHERN LEBANON
Three people have died in Lebanon after Israeli strikes targeted the towns of
Kfar Tebnit and Zebdin this morning, according to the state-run National News
Agency. The lIsrael Defense Forces (IDF) haven't confirmed any strikes in
Lebanon on Thursday, but say Israeli forces continue to operate in the
country, within a security zone extending about 10km into the southern border.
(BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)
NETANYAHU UNDER PRESSURE TO DEFY PEACE DEAL
Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has come under fresh political
pressure to defy the terms of Donald Trump's ceasefire agreement with Iran. "|
demand that the Prime Minister stand before the people of Israel and make it
clear, both here and to the countries of the world: We are not part of the
agreement. We do not accept any connection between the Iranian arena and
the Lebanese arena," said the head of the Yisrael Beiteinu opposition party,
Avigdor Lieberman. "We will act solely in accordance with Israeli interests, and
not in accordance with fuel prices on world stock exchanges," he continued.
(BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)
HARDLINE IRANIAN LEADERS UNHAPPY WITH US DEAL
The person now missing from the negotiating equation is Iran's late Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. He was the biggest critic of any deal with the
US, and by killing him they somehow removed the main obstacle to a deal.
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Some of his hardline supporters are unhappy about the agreement. His son
Mojtaba Khamenei has yet to make any statements about the deal in recent
days, and has also not been seen publicly for months. But from what the top
negotiators and Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf were saying
yesterday, it appears that he is making some of the decisions in the country.
(BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)

AGREEMENT IS 'A MESSAGE FROM A POWERFUL IRAN': PRESIDENT
Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian has posted a picture on social media of
the signed memorandum of understanding, saying it is "a message from a
powerful Iran". Peace will be "realized in the shadow of mutual respect”, he
says. "The Islamic Republic of Iran has always been committed and steadfast
to global peace while preserving its dignity and independence", Pezeshkian
adds. (BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)

THREE SAUDI-FLAGGED SUPERTANKERS CROSS HORMUZ STRAIT
Three Saudi Arabian-flagged supertankers have transited the Strait of
Hormuz. Data from MarineTraffic suggests they made the crossing with their
position transmitters off before switching them back on after crossing into the
Gulf of Oman. The tankers - Awtad, Jaham and Shaden - have been anchored
west of the strait in the Gulf since the start of the conflict. All three were
loaded with oil at Ras Tanura in Saudi Arabia, according to data from
MarineTraffic. Two took on cargo before the conflict, on 27 and 28 February,
while the other one loaded a week into the war on 7 March. Awtad and
Shaden are currently broadcasting Republic of Korea and Japan respectively
as their intended destinations. Jaham isn't broadcasting a location at present.
(BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)

MOSCOW HIT BY LARGEST UKRAINIAN ATTACK SINCE START OF
RUSSIA'S FULL-SCALE WAR

Moscow has come under the largest Ukrainian attack since the start of the full-
scale war, with close to 200 drones hitting targets around the Russian capital
and setting columns of thick smoke billowing high into the sky. Seventeen
people were wounded in the Moscow region, according to local governor
Andrei Vorobiev. Almost 1,000 drones and four Ukrainian cruise missiles were
intercepted and destroyed across the country in 24 hours, Russia's defence
ministry was quoted as saying. An oil Depot was struck in the southern Rostov
region, where one person was killed. Volodymyr Zelensky said Kyiv had once
again hit the Moscow region with "long-range sanctions" - a euphemism for
Ukrainian long-distance strikes on Russia. "It's time to end this war, and
Russia must take the necessary steps in diplomacy," he added.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)

SUSPECTED GANG LEADER SHOT DEAD IN FLOWER BOUQUET
AMBUSH AT AIRPORT

An Ecuadorean man, who police accuse of leading a faction of one of the
country's most feared criminal gangs, has been shot dead as he was leaving
the airport in Ecuador's largest city, Guayaquil. Security footage shows two
young men waiting outside the arrivals terminal holding stuffed toys and
flowers before one of them approaches the victim, pulls his gun from behind a
teddy and shoots him point-blank. Police have detained two teenagers in
connection with the crime, the latest in a widespread wave of gang violence.
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This latest deadly shooting came just a day after Ecuador's president declared
a fresh state of emergency in 10 provinces, including Guayas, where the
attack unfolded. Ecuador's interior minister, John Reimberg, identified the
victim of Wednesday's attack as 39-year-old Carlos Alberto Suastegui
Villanueva, who he said was the leader of the Los Angeles gang in El Triunfo,
a region east of Guayaquil. (BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)
GUNFIRE AND EXPLOSIONS HEARD AT NIGER CAPITAL'S AIRPORT
Explosions and gunfire were heard early on Thursday at the airport in Niger's
capital, Niamey, residents have told the BBC. "l heard the first gunshots at
06:00 local time while | was at the mosque. But the current situation is under
control," one person said. The gunfire, which lasted for two hours, came from
the entrance at the Diori Hamani international airport, a witness told the AFP
news agency. Niger has been fighting an Islamist insurgency for a decade and
in January suspected jihadists launched an attack on the same airport. Like its
neighbours, Burkina Faso and Mali, Niger is run by a military junta that came
to power in part because of a failure to deal with the violence. (BBC News
Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)

FIRST RUSSIAN SHADOW FLEET VESSEL ENTERS CHANNEL SINCE
SMYRTOS BOARDING

A Russian"shadow fleet" tanker has entered the English Channel for the first
time since UK forces boarded the Smyrtos on Sunday morning, ship tracking
data shows. Forwarder, a Russian-flagged ship that left port in Primorsk last
week, entered the Channel on Wednesday evening and sailed south. It is
broadcasting its final destination as China's Dongying port. The shadow fleet
is formed of hundreds of tankers used by Russia to avoid Western sanctions
imposed on its oil exports following the 2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
UK-sanctioned tankers have avoided the Channel since the Smyrtos was
intercepted with tracking data showing several vessels altering course to avoid
the waterway. (BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)

BIRD FLU KILLS MORE THAN 75% OF BABY SEALS ON REMOTE
AUSTRALIAN ISLAND: STUDY FINDS

Bird flu has killed thousands of southern elephant seal pups on remote
Antarctic islands belonging to Australia, new research has shown. Heard and
McDonald Islands, about 4,000 km south-west of Australia, are home to over
one million breeding seabirds and seals. Scientists, using data from last
October and this January, estimate about 13,000 baby seals from a group of
17,000 on Heard Island were killed by the H5N1 strain of bird flu since last
August, more than 75% of the entire group. They also found higher than
expected deaths in penguin populations. Australia is the only continent with no
cases of the H5N1 strain which has spread among birds worldwide and
affected some mammals. (BBC News Web Page: 18/06/26, FARUK)

::—-::THE END::--::



