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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has invited Chinese companies to extend their value chain into
Bangladesh to co-author the next great Asian economic miracle in the country. [R. Today: 16]

Bangladesh and China have signed 13 memorandums of understanding (MoUs) and 2 agreements to
strengthen bilateral relations between the two countries. [R. Today: 14]

Home minister has said, nearly 82 lakh people in country were addicted to various types of drugs -
added that initiatives have been taken to provide arms to drug control officials. [R. Today: 16]

Education Minister has informed that HSC examinations will be held with uniform question papers across
country’s nine general education boards to reduce inequality in education system. [R. Today: 17]

India has announced the resumption of tourist visas for Bangladeshi nationals after nearly two years,

with applications set to open from Sunday. [BBC: 08]
Government will launch National Vitamin A Plus Campaign across country on June 28, aiming to provide
Vitamin A supplements to nearly 24 million children. [Jago FM: 2T]
According to a survey by TIB, Bangladeshis paid an estimated Tk12,633 crore in bribes across public
and semi-public service sectors during first year of interim government. [R. Today: 14]
Nine more children have died of measles-like symptoms across the country. [R. Today: 15]
At least 164 people have been killed after two major earthquakes shook in Venezuela. [BBC: 10]
Price of oil has fallen to levels not seen since before Iran war as traffic through key Strait of Hormuz
shipping route gradually resumes. [BBC: 31]
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EUROPE'S HEATWAVE SHIFTS EAST AS FRANCE RAISES HEALTH ALERT TO
HIGHEST LEVEL

Heatwave conditions that have left Spain, France and the UK sweltering for days are set to
shift to the east, with forecasters in Germany and the Czech Republic warning of extreme
conditions. Temperatures in Germany could hit 40C in some western and south-western
areas on Thursday, and across the country on Friday. An extreme weather warning is now in
place in much of the Czech Republic. In France, Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu has
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announced that the health alert level is being raised to its highest, to boost hospital staffing
and protect the vulnerable. Health Minister Stephenie Rist said they were now seeing deaths
among young people linked to the extreme temperatures, as well as the elderly. Meanwhile,
a three-year-old child has been found dead in a car in the Paris region, days after two young
children were found dead in the family's car in the southern town of Carpentras. (BBC News
Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

US RESPONSE WILL BE 'BIG AND FAST' AS NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD
PLEDGE HELP: RUBIO

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio says he has spoken to Venezuela's acting president
Delcy Rodriguez and explains US response to the earthquakes in Venezuela will be "big, it'll
be fast, and it'll be effective". Speaking to the media, he says the US is already deploying
search and rescue teams from Virginia and Los Angeles, adding that Venezuela will need a
lot of help searching collapsed buildings. He says the airport in the Venezuelan capital
Caracas has been damaged and explains one of its runways has been cracked. (BBC News
Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

30 AFTERSHOCKS AND AN IMF RECONSTRUCTION FUND: ACTING PRESIDENT
Venezuela's acting president Delcy Rodriguez speaking on the state-run television channel
Venezolana de Television says, there have been 30 aftershocks following the two
earthquakes. She confirms that 164 people have been registered as killed by the
earthquakes, with 971 injured. Rodriguez adds that a fund of $200m has been created from
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to aid the reconstruction of damaged infrastructure
and homes. (BBC News Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

EARTHQUAKE IS DEVASTATING BLOW TO VENEZUELA AT TIME OF UNCERTAINTY
With the number of people killed in the powerful twin quakes which struck Venezuela on
Wednesday still rising, there is no doubt that this natural disaster is a devastating blow to a
country already mired in uncertainty. It has been less than six months since Nicolas Maduro,
the left-wing leader who had ruled the country since 2013, was seized by US forces in a
dawn raid on his presidential compound in the capital, Caracas, and taken to New York to
stand trial on drug-trafficking charges. Venezuela has since been governed by Maduro's ally
and former vice-president, Delcy Rodriguez, much to the chagrin of opposition supporters
who had hoped the Trump administration would put opposition leader Maria Corina Machado
in charge. Rodriguez's response to the quake has revealed some of the things which have -
and have not - changed since the January raid, as well as the many challenges facing the
country's battered infrastructure. (BBC News Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY EXTENDED BY WORLD LEADERS

World leaders have expressed their support for Venezuela following Wednesday's
earthquake:

*Emmanuel Macron, France's president, says in a post on X that he extends solidarity to the
victims, their loved ones, and those mobilized on the ground.

* Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez says all of his support, "and that of Spain”, is with
those in Venezuela, adding that his and the country's thoughts are with the victims and their
families.

* China's foreign ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun told a news briefing that the country
would do what it could to help Venezuela, adding there had been no reports so far of
Chinese casualties.

* President of El Salvador Nayib Bukele says 300 rescuers and paramedics alongside 50
tons of equipment, medicines and essential supplies are ready to be sent to Caracas from
the country.

* Earlier, US President Donald Trump said he had "instructed all agencies of our government
to get ready to move quickly", while Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the country was
"iImmediately deploying search and rescue teams, medical resources and humanitarian
assistance" to Venezuela. (BBC News Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

POLICE SEAL OFF KEY ROADS IN NAIROBI AS KENYA BRACES FOR GEN Z
PROTESTS

Police in Kenya have sealed off key roads leading into central Nairobi ahead of planned
nationwide protests marking two years since deadly Gen-Z-led anti-government
demonstrations. Protesters say they are demanding justice for more than 80 people killed
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and dozens more injured during the 2024 anti-tax demonstrations and anniversary protests
last year. There have been pockets of clashes between police and protesters, with security
forces firing tear gas and demonstrators throwing stones in some areas. But central Nairobi
is deserted after security forces blocked access, stranding commuters on the city's outskirts,
while many businesses and schools remained closed. The planned protests, largely
mobilized through social media platforms, are expected to take place in major towns
including Nairobi, Mombasa and parts of central Kenya.

(BBC News Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

TRUMP ASKS CONGRESS FOR BILLIONS FOR IRAN WAR, AFTER TENSION WITH
REPUBLICANS

The White House has asked lawmakers to approve $87.6bn, mostly for "urgent needs"
connected with the US war on Iran, a day after Congress passed a resolution rebuking the
military action. The bulk of the funding - $67bn - is for the US Department of Defence, the
White House said. But the proposal faces an uphill battle in Congress. The Iran conflict is
unpopular with voters ahead of the US midterm elections in November, though a ceasefire is
currently in effect. US President Donald Trump has also found himself at odds with some
members of his Republican Party over the issue of Iran, and is alleged to have ended up in
an angry exchange with one senator on Wednesday. The senator, Bill Cassidy of Louisiana,
was one of a handful of Republicans who defied the president on Tuesday by voting to pass
a measure demanding that he halt the war or seek congressional approval before continuing
military action. (BBC News Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

OIL PRICES FALLS BACK TO PRE-IRAN WAR LEVELS

The price of oil has fallen to levels not seen since before the Iran war as traffic through the
key Strait of Hormuz shipping route gradually resumes. Global benchmark Brent crude
briefly fell below $72.48 a barrel, the price it was at the day before the US and Israel
launched attacks on Iran on 28 February, before edging up to $72.63. Energy prices have
been on a wild ride since Iran responded to the strikes by effectively closing the strait, a
critical waterway for oil and gas shipments. The cost of crude has been moving sharply
lower since the US and Iran signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 17 June
which set out a 60-day period for negotiations on Tehran's nuclear programme and other
measures to end the war. (BBC News Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

PHILIPPINES BANS VIDEO GAME PLAYED BY ALLEGED HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTER
The Philippines has temporarily blocked gaming app Gorebox after an initial investigation
found that a teenage suspect in a rare school shooting had been playing the game. Three
students were killed and 20 others wounded after two suspects - aged 15 and 14 - allegedly
fired handguns inside a classroom in Tacloban, south-east of Manila, on Monday. Police
said the 14-year-old was a player of Gorebox, a game where players can "obliterate
anything they desire" and "engage in brutal combat with an extensive arsenal of weapons
and explosives", according to its Google Play listing. "We cannot ignore possible online
influences that may have contributed to this tragic incident," the country's cyber-security
agency said. (BBC News Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

INDEPENDENT MPs LAUNCH NEW AUSTRALIAN CENTRIST PARTY

Two independent Australian MPs have banned together to launch a new centrist political
party which they say is a response to an increasingly divisive landscape. The Community
Strong Australia party - launched in Canberra on Thursday - will offer "unity over division and
reason over rage", will have no leader and will allow members to vote freely, rather than
along party lines. Its two members - Sydney MPs Zali Steggall and Allegra Spender - are
from a group of independent MPs known as "teals" who share socially liberal values and
want greater climate action. The party will offer an "alternate political force" to the current
two-party system in Australia, the pair said. (BBC News Web Page: 25/06/26, FARUK)

::--2:THE END::--::



