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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has returned home from Beijing wrapping up his 6-day maiden official
visit to China & Malaysia at invitation of Prime Ministers of the two countries. [Jago FM: 12]

Chinese President has said Beijing's commitment to friendly relations with Bangladesh remains
unwavering and its support for Bangladesh's sovereignty & territorial integrity will continue.
[R. Tehran: 10]

PMO spokesperson has said Bangladeshi Prime Minister and Chinese President discussed Bangladesh-
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor, Teesta Master Plan and strategic partnership. [BBC: 03]

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has expressed deep sorrow and shock at the loss of lives caused hy
powerful earthquakes in Venezuela. [Jago FM: 14]

Home minister has said not a single person had been allowed to enter Bangladesh through illegal
push-ins due to strict vigilance maintained by BGB along country’s frontiers. [Jago FM: 16]

LGRD Minister has affirmed that government will ensure justice for enforced disappearances, stating that
no one involved will he spared regardless of their influence or status. [Jago FM: IT]

State Minister for Information and Broadcasting has called for giving the highest priority to
cybersecurity and digital trust to sustain country's rapid digital transformation. [Jago FM: 20]

State Minister for Local Government has said that water must not be allowed to accumulate on rooftops,
stressing that government's main goal is to build a dengue-free city. [JTago FM: 15]

Education Minister has wamed that strict legal action will be taken against anyone spreading rumors
about leaks of upcoming HSC and equivalent examination question papers. [R. Today: 22]

Transparency International Bangladesh has revealed that a total of Tk 12,633.2 crore in bribes were
transacted at the national level in Bangladesh in 2025. [DW: 11]

India has imposed a bhan on imports of processed food products from Bangladesh through land ports,
severely affecting exports of processed foods, including fruits and fruit-hased beverages. [Jago FM: 19]
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BBC

UN PAUSES STRAIT OF HORMUZ EVACUATION PLAN AFTER CARGO SHIP
ATTACKED

The UN's International Maritime Organization (IMO) has paused the planned evacuation of
more than 11,000 sailors stranded in the Strait of Hormuz after a cargo ship passing through
the waterway was attacked. IMO chief Arsenio Dominguez said several boats had already
been evacuated, but the agency wanted to ensure that "necessary safety guarantees" would
continue to be in place. The British maritime security agency UKMTO reported on Thursday
that a ship had been struck 7.5 nautical miles southeast of Oman's port of Dahit by "an
unknown projectile". No casualties were reported. (BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)
AERIAL FOOTAGE REVEALS DESTRUCTION IN COASTAL VENEZUELA

After two major earthquakes hit Venezuela on Wednesday, aerial footage has revealed the
destruction wrought in the coastal city of La Guira. Multi-storey buildings have collapsed
across the city, which is situated to the north of Venezuela's capital, Caracas.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

RESCUERS SEARCH RUBBLE FOR SURVIVORS AS VENEZUELA EARTHQUAKES
KILL AT LEAST 589

Rescuers are searching through rubble in a rush to save lives after two powerful
earthquakes struck Venezuela near the capital, killing at least 589 people and injuring at
least 2,980. In Caracas and the nearby coastal city of La Guira, people could be heard
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calling for help from under the debris of collapsed buildings. The first 7.2-magnitude quake
was followed seconds later by an even stronger 7.5-magnitude one, according to the US
Geological Survey (USGS), with both occurring close to the surface, making destruction
more severe. Many more people are feared dead, with others left homeless or too afraid to
stay in damaged, unsafe buildings sleeping in the streets after the disaster. The earthquakes
struck at 18:04 local time on Wednesday - a national holiday in Venezuela, meaning more
people would have been at home than on a normal weekday.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

SENIOR UKRAINIAN INTELLIGENCE OFFICIAL JAILED FOR LIFE FOR SPYING FOR
RUSSIA

A former high-ranking Ukrainian intelligence official has been sentenced to life in prison for
spying for Russia's FSB security service. Col Dmytro Kozyura was found guilty of high
treason under martial law, Ukraine's prosecutor general said. He was previously chief of staff
of the Security Service of Ukraine's (SBU) anti-terrorism centre. An operation codenamed
"rat" found he had used a safehouse in Kyiv to communicate with Russian handlers seeking
classified information about Ukraine's military and leadership, the SBU said. The prosecutor
general said Kozyura had agreed to share information "constituting state secrets" for
financial reward and deserved the harshest punishment. Kyiv has announced numerous
operations to expose Russian agents on its soil since Moscow launched its full-scale
invasion in February 2022. (BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

ASIA STOCK MARKETS SLIDE AS TECH SHARES SLUMP

Asian stock markets fell sharply on Friday, led by a sell-off in technology firms as investors
worried that recent jumps in share prices had gone too far. Trading on South Korea's Kospi
was temporarily halted as an 8% fall in the benchmark index triggered a mechanism
intended to curb panic selling. The index closed 5.8% lower. It comes after shares in Apple
fell sharply on Thursday after it announced it would raise the prices of its iPads and
MacBooks due to the soaring cost of computer chips. Some investors are also concerned
about the hundreds of billions of dollars being spent this year by big tech firms to build
artificial intelligence (Al) infrastructure. (BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

ROW OVER ALLEGED THEFT OF DONATIONS FROM INDIA'S LANDMARK RAM
TEMPLE

Two-and-a-half years after Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a grand temple
to Hindu god Ram, the shrine is embroiled in an unsavoury row over allegations that
donations from devotees worth tens of millions of rupees have been embezzled. The temple
in the once-flashpoint city of Ayodhya in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh replaced a 16th-
Century mosque torn down by Hindu mobs in 1992, sparking riots in which nearly 2,000
people died. Since its inauguration in January 2024, the three-storey temple spread over 2.7
acres has become one of India's most important pilgrimage centres, attracting an estimated
50 million visitors annually. (BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

NORTH KOREA CONDUCTS MAJOR WEAPONS TESTS; SOUTH TRAINING 'DRONE
WARRIORS'

North Korea has conducted major weapons tests as part of its push to strengthen its military
capabilities and reinforce its southern border amid ongoing tensions with South Korea. Seoul
said on Friday that it is building an army of "drone warriors" after the North's leader Kim Jong
Un observed the tests the previous day and called for the country to adopt a "deadly and
destructive offensive posture," state news agency KCNA reported. Kim demanded that the
military ensure his country's "enemies feel constant uneasiness and fear" - an important
aspect of war deterrent - and dare not attack. The weapons tested included a "special
mission" ballistic missile warhead, an upgraded rocket launcher with an extended firing
range and a self-propelled gun-howitzer, the AP news agency reported.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

US ENDS DEPORTATION PROTECTIONS (TPS) FOR HAITIANS AND SYRIANS

The US Supreme Court has sided with the Trump administration in its bid to end Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) for Haitians and Syrians . The ruling allows the policy to take effect
before the courts have reached a final decision on its legality.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

SHIA PILGRIMS GATHER IN IRAQ'S HOLY CITY OF KARBALA TO MARK ASHURA
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Shia Muslims gathered in the Iraqi city of Karbala to mark Ashura, commemorating the killing
of Imam Hussein, the grandson of the prophet Muhammad, at the Battle of Karbala in 680
AD. (BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

US SANCTIONS RWANDA GOLD REFINERY ACCUSED OF SMUGGLING DR CONGO'S
MINERALS

The US has sanctioned a maijor gold refinery in Rwanda and two of its executives, accusing
them of smuggling minerals from rebel-controlled areas of neighbouring Democratic
Republic of Congo. Washington alleged what it described as a "network" was collaborating
with the M23 rebel group, which commands tracts of DR Congo that are home to vast
reserves of gold and coltan, a metallic ore key to making electronics. Despite overwhelming
evidence from the likes of UN experts, Rwanda has long denied supporting the M23. The
government there has not responded to the US recent sanctions, but have previously
described similar measures against Rwanda as unfair and one-sided. The sanctions,
announced on Thursday, target the Gasabo Gold Refinery, its chairman Jean Malic Kalima
and its general manager Bosco Kayobotsi. In a statement, the US alleged at least 60kg of
gold, valued at millions of US dollars, were smuggled from eastern DR Congo to Gasabo
Gold in early 2026. The statement accuses Rwandan government officials and soldiers of
overseeing the system. (BBC News Web Page: 26/06/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



