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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman said, Rabindranath Tagore's songs were source of inspiration in great liberation
war. He referred to Rabindranath as unique symbol of Bengali literature, culture & humanism.

[R. Today: 14]
Local Government, Rural Development & Co-operatives Minister has said, a group wants to create unrest
in the society in various ways and everyone should be cautious of them. [R. Tehran: 07]

Information Minister said, BNP was the first to officially identify Shapla Chattar incident as 'genocide';
govt & media of that time disseminated distorted information to divert attention from the incident.

[Jago FM: 09]
TIB Executive Director said, the way media in Bangladesh has been attacked in one & a half years of
the interim govt is rare in the world and government's effective role hasn't heen seen.  [Jago FM: 10]

In the last 24 hours, seven children have died from measles & measles-like symptoms.  [R. Today: 18]

Intl concern has grown following the deaths of three people and infections of several others from
hantavirus aboard the MV Hondius ship. WHO says it is a low risk to humans. [BBC: 06]

Bangladesh has called for increased global cooperation at a UN forum to ensure safe, reqular and fair
migration. [R. Today: 17]

Bangladesh & Pakistan have signed a 10-year MoU on drug control, under which the two countries will
exchange information & technical assistance to prevent drug trafficking. [R. Today: 12]

In Dhaka, AI-powered cameras are being used to detect traffic violations & take automatic action, which
officials say is improving discipline & public awareness in the road. [R. Today: 18]

The US Trade Court has ruled that the 10 percent global tariff imposed by President Donald Trump is
illegal because it was imposed in violation of the limits of power. [NHE: 08]
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BBC

TRUMP SAYS US-IRAN CEASEFIRE STILL IN PLACE AFTER EXCHANGE OF FIRE IN
STRAIT OF HORMUZ

US President Donald Trump says a ceasefire is still in place with Iran, despite a clash
between Iran and US naval destroyers in the Strait of Hormuz for which both sides blamed
the other. The US said Iran launched missiles, drones and small boats against three of its
warships, in what it called an "unprovoked attack". Trump said Iran "trifled with us today".
Iran's top military command, meanwhile, alleged the US had targeted an Iranian oil tanker
and another vessel approaching the Strait of Hormuz and carried out "aerial attacks" on
several coastal areas. The flare-up comes a day after Iran's foreign ministry had said it was
considering a US proposal to end the war. (BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)
RUSSIA AND UKRAINE ACCUSE EACH OTHER OF BREACHING VICTORY DAY
CEASEFIRE

Russia and Ukraine have accused each other of violating separate ceasefires declared by
each side to cover the celebrations of the Soviet Union's victory over Nazi Germany. The
Russian defence ministry reported more than 1,000 violations in the conflict zone, while
Moscow's mayor said the city had been targeted by drones since the ceasefire began at
midnight local time. Ukraine also said Russia had continued to strike its positions since that
time. Russian President Vladimir Putin announced a ceasefire for 8-9 May ahead of Victory
Day celebrations on Saturday. Kyiv had earlier called for an indefinite truce, starting 6 May.
Russia has warned Ukraine not to try to attack the Victory Day parade in Red Square.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)

OIL PRICES RISE AFTER US AND IRAN EXCHANGE FIRE IN HORMUZ STRAIT

Qil prices rose on Friday after the US and Iran exchanged fire in the key Strait of Hormuz
waterway. The US said it made self-defence strikes in response to "unprovoked" Iranian
attacks as US ships were heading out of the Gulf through the strait, which is south of Iran.
Iran said the US had violated the ceasefire agreed in April, according to its state media. The
global Brent oil benchmark price rose almost 3% to nearly $103 a barrel at one point before
falling back to around $100. Despite the attacks, US President Donald Trump said on Friday
the US-Iran ceasefire is still in place. (BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)

THREE DEAD AFTER VOLCANO ERUPTS ON INDONESIAN ISLAND

Three people hiking on Indonesia's Mount Dukono have died after the volcano erupted on
Friday morning. Videos and pictures of the eruption show the volcano, located on North
Maluku island, spewing a column of ash stretching 10km into the sky. The three victims were
part of a group of 20 Singaporeans and Indonesians hiking on the mountain despite
restrictions. The rest of the group was eventually located by rescuers and evacuated from
the mountain. The volcano has erupted more than 200 times since last March. Officials had
previously issued warnings against climbing the mountain due to safety concerns.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)

SOUTH AFRICA PRESIDENT FACES CALL TO RESIGN AFTER COURT RULING

South African opposition leader Julius Malema has called on President Cyril Ramaphosa to
resign after the Constitutional Court ruled that parliament had violated the constitution by
blocking moves to impeach him in 2022. The judgement follows a legal challenge by
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Malema's Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) and others, and could result in fresh
impeachment proceedings. Ramaphosa's office said he respects the judgement. In 2022, an
independent panel said Ramaphosa may have a case to answer after burglars stole
$5,80,000 in cash, hidden in a sofa, from his rural home. The theft led to allegations that he
had not accounted for where the cash had come from. The president denied wrongdoing.
(BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)

THIRD BRITISH NATIONAL HAS SUSPECTED HANTAVIRUS INFECTION: UK
GOVERNMENT

A third British national has suspected hantavirus in connection with an outbreak on board the
cruise ship MV Hondius, the government has said. The patient is currently on the remote
Atlantic island of Tristan da Cunha, where the ship stopped in mid-April. Two other British
men have confirmed cases - one remains in a stable condition in the Netherlands after being
evacuated from the ship on Wednesday, while the other remains in intensive care after being
flown to South Africa last month. Five cases of hantavirus have been confirmed, including
one of the three passengers on the cruise who died. The MV Hondius is expected to dock in
the Canary Islands at the weekend, where the government has confirmed it will be met by a
chartered plane to fly the remaining British passengers and crew on the cruise ship back to
the UK. (BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)

US JET FUEL COULD BE USED IN EUROPE TO EASE POSSIBLE SHORTAGES
European airlines should use US-made jet fuel to ease potential shortages caused by the
US-Israel war with Iran, two major international airline bodies have suggested. The
International Air Transport Association (IATA) has suggested that wider international
acceptance of US-grade jet fuel could help to head off any supply problems. Meanwhile, the
European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) has drawn up safety guidance, setting out how US
supplies could be introduced into the European market, as well as information on the risks
involved. The price of jet fuel most European airlines currently use has jumped by half since
the start of the war. In a blog post, IATA's director of flight and technical operations, Stuart
Fox warned that if the conflict in the Middle East continues "it won't be long before we see
fuel shortages in some parts of the world". (BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26,FARUK)
FORMER BOTSWANA PRESIDENT FESTUS MOGAE DIES AGED 86

Botswana's former head of state Festus Mogae has died at the age of 86, President Duma
Boko has announced. "Today Botswana mourns a distinguished statesman and patriot
whose life was devoted to the service of his country," Boko announced, adding that Mogae
died early on Friday. The former president, who led Botswana from 1998 to 2008, had been
in ill health for some time. In a statement last month, the government said he was receiving
medical care at a hospital in the capital, Gaborone, without disclosing the nature of his
illness. Mogae, the country's third president, is widely credited with strengthening
Botswana's economic management and governance systems during a period of rapid growth
driven by diamond revenues. In his address to the nation on Friday, Boko hailed Mogae as a
leader who "stood firmly for discipline, good governance, economic prudence and the
advancement of our nation". (BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)

DOZENS KILLED IN JIHADIST ATTACKS ON VILLAGES IN CENTRAL MALI

Dozens of people have reportedly been killed in attacks on two villages in central Mali, the
deadliest assault since armed groups launched a co-ordinated offensive in the country last
month. At least 30 people were killed when jihadists raided the villages of Korokori and
Gomossogou in Mopti region, according to sources quoted by the AFP news agency. Other
diplomatic and aid sources separately told the Reuters news agency the death toll from
Wednesday's simultaneous attacks had reached at least 50. The al-Qaeda-linked group
JNIM said it was responsible. The Malian army said it had conducted a "targeted operation”
in the area, where about a dozen jihadist fighters were "neutralized".

(BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)

FIVE KILLED IN HUGE FIRE AT PACKED MEXICO FAIRGROUND

At least five people have died in a huge blaze at a crowded fairground in south-eastern
Mexico, local officials say. They say the blaze in the city of Villahermosa, Tabasco state,
erupted during a concert in the early hours on Thursday. Mexico's El Pais said that,
according to official information, as many as 1,35,000 people were attending the concert that
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started on Wednesday night. Footage has emerged on social media showing screaming
crowds fleeing the grounds in panic. The cause of the fires is unknown.
(BBC News Web Page: 08/05/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::
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:: THE END ::



