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HIGHLIGHTS

Information & Broadcasting Minister has said long-standing tendency to view govt. & state as same
entity must be overcome & developing an efficient, accountable & technology-driven administration for
public welfare. [Jago FM: 19]

Education Minister has informed that SSC and equivalent examinations will begin on January T while
HSC and its equivalent examinations will start on June 6 from next year. [BBC: 07]

Commerce Minister has urged Chinese investors to pursue more investments in Bangladesh, describing
China as Bangladesh’s largest trading partner. [R. Today: 17]

Renowned cardiologist & Vice President of the Ziaur Rahman Foundation Dr Zubaida Rahman has
inaugurated “Shishu Shorgo Model” as part of integrated care and support for children with disabilities.
[Jago FM: 24]
ICT-1 has sent former minister Dr Dipu Moni, journalists Mozammel Babu & Farzana Rupa to jail after
showing them arrested in crimes against humanity case over 2013 Shapla Chattar massacre.
[R. Today: 16]
T more people have died from measles and measles-like symptoms in country. [BBC: 08]

High Court has ordered an inquiry into an incident at Bhuapur Upazila Health Complex in Tangail, where
a child was allegedly administered a rabies vaccine instead of a measles shot. [Jago FM: 24]

R Bangladeshi youth has been killed in BSF firing at the Amjhol horder in Hatibandha upazila of

Lalmonirhat. [BBC: 07]
Dhaka children spend nearly 5 hours on screens daily: It raises serious concerns over sleep deprivation,
obesity and mental health -- icddr,h Study. [DW: 09]
At least 104 people have been killed so far in a violent storm and hail scythed in India’s Uttar Pradesh.
[DW: 10]
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BBC

'FLOATING ARMOURY' SHIP REPORTEDLY HIJACKED BY IRAN

A vessel reportedly operating as a "floating armoury" in the Gulf of Oman has been seized
by Iranian military personnel, according to the maritime risk management company
Vanguard. The ship is now "bound for Iranian territorial waters", the UK's Maritime Trade
Operations (UKMTO) organization said. BBC Verify has checked ship-tracking data from
MarineTraffic which shows the vessel - identified by Vanguard as the Honduras-flagged Hui
Chuan - last broadcast its location 70km notth-east of Fujairah in the UAE on Wednesday.
Hui Chuan's operators told Vanguard it was operating as a floating armoury which stores
weapons for security firms who protect ships at sea from attack by pirates.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/05/26, FARUK)

RESCUERS PULL DEAD FROM RUBBLE OF KYIV FLATS AFTER RUSSIAN STRIKES
At least five people have been killed, including a 12-year-old girl, after Russia launched a
massive wave of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine overnight, officials have said.
Three of the dead were pulled from the rubble of a partially destroyed apartment building in
Kyiv, police said, where a rescue operation is under way for at least 10 people feared
missing after the capital was bombarded. Dozens more have been wounded in the large-
scale attack, including two children, the city's mayor said. Twenty-one people are being
treated in hospital. It marks the third day in a row Ukraine has reported deaths, as Moscow
ramps up its assault after a three-day ceasefire expired on Monday.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/05/26, FARUK)
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FLATTERY, FANFARE; TRUMP WELCOMED TO CHINA; THORNY ISSUES REMAIN

Xi Jinping threw a grand welcome for Donald Trump on the first day of a visit that could reset
ties between the rival superpowers. The military honour guard lined up outside the Great
Hall of the People to welcome Trump, complete with a gun salute and a band playing the US
national anthem. The president paused twice to say hello to schoolchildren cheering with
Chinese and American flags. As he shook hands with Xi, he leaned in to pat him on the arm
in what appeared to be a gesture of warmth. And he lavished praise on his host. It was a
remarkable day given Trump built up his political brand by talking tough on China. Beijing put
on a spectacle designed to flatter Trump ahead of any deal to prove China's door is open to
guests. However, soon after talks began, state media published comments from Xi making
clear that tensions over Taiwan could prove challenging.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/05/26, FARUK)

CUBA HAS RUN OUT OF DIESEL AND OIL: ENERGY MINISTER

Cuba has completely run out of diesel and fuel oil, the country's Energy Minister Vicente de
la O Levy has said. In an interview with state-run media, de la O Levy said there were limited
amounts of gas available, but that Cuba's energy system was in a "critical" state as a US-led
blockade of oil to the country squeezed supply. Scattered protests against power cuts broke
out in the capital Havana on Wednesday, the Reuters news agency reported. The US this
week reiterated its offer of sending $100m in aid to the country in exchange for "meaningful
reforms to Cuba's communist system”. Under the US blockade, parts of Havana have been
plunged into 20 to 22-hour blackout periods, he continued. He also acknowledged that the
situation in the country had been "extremely tense". Hospitals have been unable to function
normally, while schools and government offices have been forced to close. Tourism, an
economic engine for Cuba, has also been impacted.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/05/26, FARUK)

LATVIAN PM RESIGNS AFTER ROW OVER STRAY UKRAINIAN DRONES

Latvian Prime Minister Evika Silina has resigned following a political crisis over Russia-
bound Ukrainian drones straying into Latvian territory. She had fired her Defence Minister
Andris Spruds last week after two drones crashed down in eastern Latvia, criticizing his
response and appointing a replacement. In protest, Soruds's Progressives party pulled their
support for Silina's governing coalition, causing it to collapse months before a planned
general election in October. (BBC News Web Page: 14/05/26, FARUK)

US DROPS $15,000 VISA DEPOSIT FOR FOREIGN FANS WITH WORLD CUP TICKETS
The Trump administration will exempt football fans from 50 countries subject to a $15,000
visa deposit requirement, provided they are travelling to the US for the World Cup with valid
match tickets. Five of these countries - Algeria, Cape Verde, Ivory Coast, Senegal, and
Tunisia - have qualified for the tournament, to be co-hosted by the US, Canada and Mexico
from 11 June. The bond requirement, introduced last year, was intended to reduce visa
overstays, according to a notice published by the state department. Players and coaches for
the tournament were already exempt from the bond requirement, but ordinary fans with
confirmed tickets for the World Cup had not been included until Wednesday. The 12-month
pilot programme, launched last August, was part of the administration's wider immigration
crackdown. (BBC News Web Page: 14/05/26, FARUK)

NETANYAHU SAYS HE 'SECRETLY VISITED' UAE DURING WAR WITH IRAN

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says he "secretly visited" the United Arab
Emirates and met its president during the war with Iran. Netanyahu's office said the meeting
between the Israeli PM and President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed had led to a "historic
breakthrough”. However shortly afterwards, the UAE foreign ministry said the claims about
the visit were "entirely unfounded", and insisted relations between the two countries were not
based on "unofficial arrangements”. Iran hit several targets in the Emirates during the
conflict, and Tehran has repeatedly criticized the country for what it sees as its closer ties
with the US and Israel. Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said Netanyahu had "publicly
revealed what Iran's security services long ago" told the country's leaders.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/05/26, FARUK)

::THE END::



