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HIGHLIGHTS

Holy Eid-ul-Azha will be celebrated in country on May 28 as the moon of Zilhajj was sighted. [BBC: 04]

National Economic Council has approved a record 3 lakh crore tk Annual Development Program for next
fiscal. [R. Today: 18]

Finance & Planning Minister has informed, Bangladesh is steadily emerging as next major investment
destination due to govt.s reform initiatives. [R. Today: 20]

Home Minister has said, government will restructure Rapid Action Battalion as a people-friendly and
responsible force. [Jago FM: 11]

The State Minister for Lands has announced launching of a geo-location-based monitoring system to
monitor attendance of field-level officials to ensure transparency in land services. [Jago FM: 16]

Qatar has expressed keen interest in recruiting workers from Bangladesh in four skilled categories.

[Jago FM: 13]
Singapore is ready to provide technological and training support to enhance professional capabilities of
Bangladesh’s law enforcement agencies. [R. Today: 20]

World Bank has approved $350 million loan to help Bangladesh managing fuel import and strengthen
energy security. [DW: 10]

US President Donald Trump has warned that Iran will face "extreme consequences" if it does not agree
to a peace deal soon. [BBC: 07]

Iran's Foreign Ministry has said, Tehran will not compromise on its right to enrich uranium. [BBC: 0T]
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BBC

AT LEAST SIX AMERICANS EXPOSED TO EBOLA DURING DR CONGO OUTBREAK

At least six Americans have been exposed to the Ebola virus during a deadly outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, sources have told CBS News, the BBC's US partner. The
World Health Organization (WHOQO) has declared the outbreak as an international emergency,
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with the DR Congo's health ministry reporting around 350 suspected cases and 91 deaths.
One American is believed to have symptoms, with three others said to have faced a high-risk
contact or exposure. It is unclear whether any have been infected. The US Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) said it was supporting the "safe withdrawal of a small
number of Americans who are directly affected", but did not confirm how many.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI FORCES BOARDING GAZA-BOUND FLOTILLA NEAR CYPRUS: ACTIVISTS
Pro-Palestinian activists say Israeli forces are intercepting a flotilla of more than 50 boats
carrying aid for Gaza in international waters west of Cyprus. The Global Sumud Flotilla
(GSF) said its fleet was being boarded in what it called "another illegal, high-seas
aggression" about 250 nautical miles from Gaza, which is under an Israeli maritime
blockade. Its video stream showed commandos climbing onto several boats. Israel's Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the raid was "effectively neutralizing a malicious plan
designed to break the isolation we have imposed on Hamas terrorists in Gaza". Last month,
Israeli forces intercepted 21 boats from the same flotilla near Crete.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

IRISH PRESIDENT TO MEET KING CHARLES DURING OFFICIAL VISIT

Irish President Catherine Connolly is expected to meet King Charles during a three-day visit
to Britain. Her trip began on Monday with a visit to the Irish Cultural Centre in Hammersmith,
London, where she said some lIrish people were leaving Ireland because of a lack of
housing. She also met those participating in an Irish language class, and enjoyed some
musical and dance performances. It is Connolly's first official visit to England since her
inauguration in November, when she spoke about her commitment to engaging with the Irish
diaspora. Speaking at the cultural centre, Connolly said: "Historically, modern-day
immigration was driven by economic factors, with large numbers leaving Ireland for London,
Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham and elsewhere. This occurred in waves and we know
that from the 19th century and the 20th Century, and unfortunately today as well, we have
people leaving our shores for various reasons, but some of them for lack of housing."

(BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

TRUMP WARNS 'CLOCK IS TICKING' FOR IRAN AS PEACE PROGRESS STALLS

US President Donald Trump has warned Iran the "clock is ticking" as talks to bring the war to
an end have stalled. "They better get moving, FAST, or there won't be anything left of them,"
he wrote on his Truth Social platform. "TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE!" The message came as
the president spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Sunday, the Times
of Israel reported, citing Netanyahu's office. On Monday Iran said it had responded to the
latest US proposal and that exchanges with Washington were continuing through Pakistani
mediators. Iranian media earlier reported the US had failed to make any concrete
concessions to Tehran, with the semi-official Mehr news agency saying a lack of
compromise would lead to an "impasse in the negotiations".

(BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

BODIES OF MISSING ITALIAN DIVERS FOUND IN MALDIVES

The bodies of four Italian divers who went missing during a scuba diving accident in the
Maldives last week have been located, officials have confirmed to the BBC. One body,
belonging to a fifth member of the group, had already been located after the incident on
Thursday. The Italian nationals were found inside a 60-metre-deep cave in Vaavu Atoll by a
joint team of highly trained Finnish and Maldivian divers, according to local authorities. A
rescue diver also died on Saturday while searching for the bodies of the group. Italy's foreign
ministry said the four bodies were located in the cave's third section - the furthest from the
entrance - and that additional dives would be needed to recover them.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

STRIKE OVER HIGH FUEL PRICES PARALYSES TRANSPORT IN KENYA

Thousands of Kenyan commuters have been stranded and businesses paralyzed as public
transport operators went on a nationwide strike to protest against recent increases in the
cost fuel. Key roads in the capital Nairobi remained largely empty, forcing some commuters
to walk to work, with other parts of the country also affected by the transport crisis.
Businesses in parts of Nairobi remained shut and schools asked students to stay at home.
Protesters have been barricading roads and lighting fires on the roads as the protests
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continue. The strike comes days after the authorities raised petroleum prices to record
levels, with costs increasing by more than 20%. Kenya, like many other African countries,
relies heavily on fuel imports from the Gulf, a supply route disrupted by the US-Israel conflict
with Iran that began on 28 February. (BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

CRUISE SHIP HIT BY HANTAVIRUS OUTBREAK DOCKS IN ROTTERDAM

MV Hondius, the Dutch cruise ship hit by a deadly hantavirus outbreak, has docked at its
final destination in Rotterdam. Only the ship's crew were aboard for the last leg of the
journey, as all passengers docked off the ship in the Canary Islands between 10 and 11
May. Rotterdam port harbour master Rene de Vries said 25 mobile homes kitted out with
catering and satellite communications would be available for the crew to self-isolate in.
Three people - a Dutch couple and a German woman - died after travelling on the ship, with
two of them confirmed to have had the virus. Canadian authorities confirmed another case
on Sunday, bringing the number of infections among cruise passengers to 11. On Friday, the
World Health Organization (WHO) had said eight cases were confirmed and a further two
were suspected. (BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

UAE REPORTS STRIKE NEAR ABU DHABI NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

The United Arab Emirates said a drone strike had triggered a fire near its nuclear power
station on Sunday, calling the incident a "dangerous escalation". Officials are investigating
the source of the strike. The country's defence ministry said three drones had entered the
UAE from the "western border direction". While two were intercepted, the third drone struck
an electrical generator "outside the inner perimeter" of the Barakah Nuclear Power Plant in
Abu Dhabi, sparking a fire. No injuries were reported and there was no impact on
radiological safety levels, local authorities said. The UAE's foreign ministry called the strike
an "unacceptable act of aggression" and said it had the right to respond to any hostilities.
(BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN DRONE HITS CHINESE SHIP OFF UKRAINE BEFORE PUTIN VISITS XI
JINPING

Russian drones have hit two ships in the Black Sea approaching ports in Ukraine's Odesa
region, including a Chinese-owned cargo vessel, one day before Russian President Viadimir
Putin heads to Beijing to meet Xi Jinping. Ukraine's seaports authority said the strikes hit two
civilian vessel on Monday, one under a Marshall Islands flag and the other under Guinea-
Bissau's flag, both of which were heading to ports in the region. The Ukrainian navy reported
a strike on the KSL Deyang, a Chinese-owned cargo ship with a Chinese crew under the
Marshall Islands flag. It posted a photograph of the ship showing its name with one of its
sides partially charred. (BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL BUILT TWO MILITARY BASES IN IRAQ BEFORE WAR ON IRAN: NYT

Israel built two covert military outposts in Irag's western desert in advance of the US-Israel
war on Iran, The New York Times has reported. The daily reported on Sunday that Iraqi
officials had identified two covert Israeli-operated base in Iraq's western desert, citing an
Iragi official and a lawmaker. It said Israeli forces had been preparing to build one of the
makeshift sites since late 2024, citing a regional official. According to the newspaper, Israeli
forces launched attacks from the base against Iragi units that came close to discovering the
site in early March. Open-source analysts cited by the report identified the suspected
location using satellite imagery near Iraq's border with Saudi Arabia.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

MALI DRONE STRIKES KILL AT LEAST 10 CIVILIANS AT WEDDING

Drone strikes by Mali's army have killed at least 10 civilians as they prepared to celebrate a
wedding in the central region of San in another escalation of the conflict since armed groups
launched a widespread coordinated assault late last month. The strikes on Sunday occurred
during a security crisis after attacks on the military government's positions last month by
fighters from the al-Qaeda-linked Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) and Tuareg
separatists known as the Azawad Liberation Front (FLA). A resident of the Tene locality,
where the strikes took place, told the AFP news agency that "10 of our children" were killed.
The strikes targeted "a procession of motorbikes following one another"”, he added.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/05/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



