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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has called for building people-oriented administration to ensure
harassment-free services for citizens. (R. Today: 17)

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said government has taken initiatives to build transformed
mass media ecosystem to enter into digital system, getting out of analog structure. (Jago FM: 12)

Water Resources Minister has informed that government will soon take a decision on Padma Barrage
project. (Jago FM: 12)

Bangladesh and China have reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthening comprehensive strategic
partnership between the two countries. (Jago FM: 12)

Home Minister has instructed BGB to remain vigilant along borders to prevent any possible push-ins from
India. (BBC: 07)

Seven more children died from measles and measles-like symptoms. (BBC: 07)

Government has decided to review crimes against humanity cases filed during tenure of interim
government. (R. Tehran: 08)

State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives has assured that there will be no incidents of extortion while
transporting sacrificial animals ahead of Eid- ul- Azha. (Jago FM:
10)

State Minister for Youth and Sports has said no permission will be given from now on at play grounds
across the country. (Jago FM: 10)

The madrasa teacher accused in case over raping an 11-year-old girl in Netrokona’s Madan upazila has
been sent to jail. (BBC: 07)
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Iran will only accept a fair and comprehensive agreement in its negotiations with US for ending war in

Middle East. (BBC: 07)
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BBC

PAKISTAN WELCOMES HALT OF US PLAN TO GUIDE SHIPS THROUGH STRAIT OF
HORMUZ

The prime minister of Pakistan, which has acted as a mediator between the US and Iran for
peace talks, has welcomed Donald Trump's pause of the US operation guiding ships through
the Strait of Hormuz. Shehbaz Sharif says he is "grateful to President Donald Trump for his
courageous leadership and timely announcement". While Trump's social media post
detailing the pause mentioned Pakistan "and other countries", Sharif says the request was
also made by Saudi Arabia. He says Pakistan is hopeful that what he calls "the current
momentum"” will lead to a lasting agreement. (BBC News Web Page: 06/05/26, FARUK)
ATTACKS ON 26 VESSELS SINCE OUTBREAK OF WAR: UKMTO

There have been 26 attacks on vessels in the Middle East since the start of the Iran war,
according to marine authority UKMTO. It says since 28 February, it has received reports of
46 incidents "in and around" the Gulf, the Gulf of Oman and Strait of Hormuz. Of these, 26
were attacks, and 18 were reports of "suspicious activity", in addition to two reported
hijackings. (BBC News Web Page: 06/05/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI MILITARY CONTINUES TO HIT TARGETS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON

The Israeli military has hit 25 Hezbollah targets in southern Lebanon over the past 24 hours,
the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) says in an update. IDF spokesperson Avichay Adraee has
also issued a new evacuation warning to residents of several towns across southern
Lebanon, adding anyone near Hezbollah facilities or combat "exposes their life to danger".
Lebanon's National News Agency has reported multiple airstrikes across the south of the
country over the past 24 hours. (BBC News Web Page: 06/05/26, FARUK)

AUSTRALIA TO SPEND A$10BN ON SECURING ENERGY SUPPLIES

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has announced his government will spend
A$10bn on securing energy supplies, promised by the ongoing crisis in the Middle East.
Under the package, Australia will establish a government-owned fuel reserve of around a
billion litres, boosting the country's critical reserves of diesel and jet fuel to 50 days. Earlier
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on Wednesday, Albanese told reporters: "This is aimed at making sure that Australians can
have more confidence in protecting our energy sovereignty, not just during this crisis, but
going forward as well, protecting our nation's energy interests." Australia has faced some of
its biggest ever spikes in petrol and diesel prices since the start of hostilities in Iran. (BBC
News Web Page: 06/05/26, FARUK)

CHINA CALLS FOR STRAIT TO BE REOPENED 'AS SOON AS POSSIBLE' IN IRAN
TALKS

Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi has called for the Strait of Hormuz to be reopened "as
soon as possible" in talks with his Iranian counterpart. The pair met in Beijing on Wednesday
on what is Iranian foreign minister Abbas Araghchi's first trip to China since the Iran war
began. Wang Yi also told Araghchi that achieving a lasting ceasefire was an "urgent priority",
saying it was important to persist with negotiations. He added that Beijing was ready to help
de-escalate tensions. The meeting comes a week before US president Donald Trump is set
to hold a summit with Chinese leader Xi Jinping, during which the leaders are likely to
discuss the Iran war and reopening of the strait. (BBC News Web Page: 06/05/26, FARUK)
IS FAMILIES IN SYRIA HAVE BOOKED TICKETS HOME TO AUSTRALIA: MINISTER

A group of 13 women and children with links to Islamic State (IS) have booked tickets to
return home to Australia, the government has said. Home Affairs Minister Tony Burke said it
"has not and will not provide" any help to the four women and nine children who have spent
years in a Syrian camp. They are part of a larger group of 34 believed to include wives,
widows and children of IS fighters. When the group arrive in Australia, "some individuals will
be arrested and charged," the Australian Federal Police (AFP) Commissioner Krissy Barrett
said. The larger cohort left the camp in February but returned for "technical reasons" with the
Australian government refusing to officially repatriate them. Burke said authorities became
aware of the group's return when airline tickets were booked hours earlier.

(BBC News Web Page: 06/05/26, FARUK)

IRGC HINTS AT STRAIT OF HORMUZ REOPENING IF 'THREATS' END

Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Navy has released a statement, alluding to
the Strait of Hormuz reopening if there is an "end of the aggressors' threats". Whilst it's not
immediately clear what the statement - published in English - means, the IRGC thanks
vessel owners for their "cooperation in transiting through the Strait of Hormuz in accordance
with Iranian regulations”. The statement adds: "With the end of the aggressors threats and in
the shadow of new procedures, the possibility of safe and sustainable passage through the
Strait will be provided." It comes hours after US President Donald Trump announced that
Project Freedom - a US operation intended to safely escort ships through the strait - has
been paused. (BBC News Web Page: 06/05/26, FARUK)

SAUDI ARABIA POSTS $33.5BN BUDGET DEFICIT AMID DROP IN OIL SALES

Saudi Arabia has posted a sharp rise in its budget deficit amid declining oil revenues due to
the effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz. The kingdom's budget shortfall widened to
125.7 billion riyals in the first three months of the year as rising government spending
coincided with a fall in crude sales, according to the latest budget figures released by the
Saudi Ministry of Finance on Tuesday. Total government spending rose 20 percent to 386.7
billion riyals year-on-year, while oil revenues fell 3% to 144.7 billion riyals, according to the
figures. The budget gap was more than double the shortfall posted during the same period
last year, and up nearly one-third from the final quarter of 2025.

(BBC News Web Page: 06/05/26, FARUK)

:: The End ::



