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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said, his government will start work on Padma Barrage and Teesta
Barrage projects as well. (R. Today: 20)

Tarique Rahman has mentioned that every village in Bangladesh will become a center of socio-economic
development. (R. Today: 21)

Government has issued new guidelines to involve private initiative in re-excavation of government
canals. (BBC: 03)

Unicef has said, it had issued warning to interim government five to six times about shortage of measles
vaccines in Bangladesh. (DW: 14)

R delegation from Bangladesh has reached to Kolkata to participate in 90th Joint Committee Meeting of
Joint Rivers Commission; the delegation will visit joint flow measurement site at Farakka Barrage.
(BBC: 03)

Main accused in rape and killing of a seven-year-old girl in capital's Pallabi has given a confessional
statement before court. (BBC: 03)

Myanmar's Arakan Army has captured four Bangladeshi fishermen from Naf River in Teknaf at gunpoint.
(R. Tehran: 12)

BJP government in West Bengal has handed over 21 kilometers of land to BSF in first phase for
construction of a barbed wire fence along India's border with Bangladesh. (R. Today: 23)

Iran has warned that Middle East war would spread far beyond the region if US and Israel resumed
their attacks. (BBC: 11)
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BBC
XI BASKS IN SPOTLIGHT AS HE HOSTS PUTIN DAYS AFTER TRUMP
Cheering children - check. Military honour guard - check. Cannon fire and marching band -
check. Vladimir Putin's welcome outside the Great Hall of the People was a near mirror
image of the reception for Donald Trump last week. Two high-stakes presidential visits, just
days apart, is exactly the image Xi Jinping wants to project to the world: talking to everyone,
tied to no-one. For China, these visits are proof that because of its massive economy and
new-found diplomatic clout all roads now lead to Beijing. The optics were strikingly similar -
Xi confident in the spotlight as he played host. But the politics driving the two visits were very
different. (BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)
PUTIN TO ATTEND APEC SUMMIT IN CHINA IN NOVEMBER
In November, China will host the Apec summit in the southern city of Shenzhen. The annual
Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation Summit (Apec) is typically attended by leaders of
Russia, China and sometimes the US. Putin earlier confirmed his intention to participate in
the Apec summit, during his meeting with Xi, according to Russian state media outlet Tass.
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Meanwhile, the US has said it would send a delegation to the summit - without confirming if
Trump would be part of the trip. (BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)

CHINA EXTENDS VISA-FREE POLICY FOR RUSSIANS

China has extended its visa-free policy for Russians until the end of 2027, according to the
Chinese foreign ministry. Russian nationals can now enter China without a visa for up to 30
days, a foreign ministry spokesperson told reporters. The policy, which began as a one-year
trial last September, was set to expire this September.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)

XI AND PUTIN DENOUNCE US GOLDEN DOME AND SPACE WEAPONS

China and Russia have also used their joint statement to denounce the US planned Golden
Dome project and the prospect of launching weapons into space. The Golden Dome -
modelled on Israel's famous Iron Dome, and initially named the Iron Dome of America - is a
planned multi-layer missile defence system that would detect and destroy enemy ballistic,
hypersonic, and cruise missiles. Unlike Israel's Iron Dome, however, the Golden Dome
would encompass the whole of Earth via a constellation of several thousand orbiting
satellites. Such technology, the joint statement says, "poses a clear threat to strategic
stability". (BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)

MORE DIE OF SUSPECTED EBOLA AS WHO WARNS THAT NUMBERS WILL RISE
FURTHER

The World Health Organization (WHO) says there have now been 600 suspected cases of
Ebola and 139 suspected deaths, with numbers expected to rise further given the time taken
to detect the virus. Fifty-one cases have now been confirmed in the Democratic Republic of
Congo - where the first case was reported - and two in neighbouring Uganda, WHO chief Dr
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said on Wednesday. Speaking to journalists in Geneva, he
said the outbreak of the Bundibugyo species of Ebola was likely to have started "a couple of
months ago". On Sunday, the WHO declared a public health emergency of international
concern, but said it was not at pandemic level. (BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)
LITHUANIA'S LEADERS TAKE SHELTER DURING DRONE AIR ALERT

Lithuania's president and prime minister were forced to take shelter on Tuesday, when a
drone alert caused the capital Vilnius to come to a standstill. President Gitanas Nauseda and
Prime Minister Inga Ruginiene were taken to emergency shelters following the air alert,
which ordered the city's population to take cover. Flights were suspended and road and rail
travel briefly ground to a halt. The alert has since been lifted. It is not yet clear who was
behind the incursion. It came a day after Estonia said Nato shot down a drone over its
territory, which it suspected was a Ukrainian projectile knocked off course by Russian
electronic interference. (BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)

LEBANON SAYS 21 KILLED, INCLUDING CHILDREN, IN ISRAELI AIR STRIKES

Israeli air strikes killed at least 21 people in southern Lebanon on Tuesday, according to the
country's health ministry and media. Twelve of them, including three children and three
women, were Killed in a single attack that hit a house in the town of Deir Qanoun al-Nahr, the
state-run National News Agency reported. The Israeli military has not commented, but
previously said it was targeting the Iran-backed, Shia Islamist armed group Hezbollah. One
Israeli soldier was killed on Tuesday as Hezbollah attacked forces occupying parts of
southern Lebanon. It comes less than a week after the US said Lebanon and Israel had
agreed to extend a ceasefire by 45 days, with talks set to resume next month.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)

DEPUTY BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO US ABRUPTLY LEAVES POST

James Roscoe, the deputy to Britain's ambassador in Washington, has abruptly left his role.
Foreign Office officials declined to give any explanation for why Roscoe had, as they put it,
"left his post". Until his sudden departure, Roscoe held one of the most senior, high-profile
roles in the British diplomatic service, as second-in-command at the British Embassy in
Washington. He had also stood in for Lord Peter Mandelson for several months after he was
sacked last year. Roscoe was one of those tipped to take over the role, which ultimately
went to another official, Sir Christian Turner. The British Embassy declined to comment
further about his departure. (BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)

ESTONIA SAYS NATO JET SHOT DOWN DRONE OVER ITS TERRITORY
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Estonia has said a NATO fighter jet shot down a drone, which it suspects was a Ukrainian
projectile knocked off course by Russian electronic jamming, over its territory. Defence
Minister Hanno Pevkur said a Romanian F-16 fired a missile and drone debris fell in a
marshy area in central Estonia on Tuesday. No damage was reported. Ukraine reacted by
accusing Russia of deliberately redirecting Ukrainian drones launched at "legitimate military
targets" in Russia, apologizing to "Estonia and all of our Baltic friends for such unintended
incidents". Russia has not commented on the latest in a series of recent drone incursions
over Nato members Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

(BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)

UK EASES SANCTIONS ON RUSSIAN OIL IMPORTS AS FUEL PRICES SOAR

The United Kingdom government said it had eased sanctions on imports of Russian jet fuel
and diesel refined in third countries, amid soaring fuel prices caused by the Iran war and
prolonged closure of the Strait of Hormuz. The trade licence that came into effect on
Wednesday is of "indefinite duration”, according to the UK's Department for Business and
Trade, and will be periodically reviewed. It will allow the UK to import Russian crude oil
refined in third countries, such as India and Turkey. The government also issued a
temporary licence loosening sanctions on liquefied natural gas originating from certain
Russian plants. (BBC News Web Page: 20/05/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



