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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said, every village of the country will become a center of socio-
economic development through Ansar-VDP. (R. Today: 21)

Tarique Rahman has said, government has plans to establish land service assistance centres in every
union of the country in phases. (Jago FM: 20)

Information and Broadcasting Minister has informed that a media policy and a media commission will be
formed by next July-August. (BBC: 03)

Directorate General of Health Services has issued instructions to set up separate cabins for treatment of
measles and suspected measles patients in all private health institutions in country. (BBC: 09)

High Court has directed Health and Family Welfare Ministry to submit a progress report, detailing
measures taken to tackle measles outbreak. (BBC: 09)

Bangladesh and Singapore have discusseed in detail to further expand trade and investment between two
countries. (Jago FM: 17)

BGB has retaliated to BSF firing along Sonarhat border area of Sylhet's Gowainghat upazila in Sylhet.
(Jago FM: 20)

At least 131 deaths have been reported in an Ebola outbreak in Democratic Republic of Congo, with

World Health Organization declaring the outbreak a public health emergency. (NHEK: 11)
Israeli forces have intercepted an aid flotilla bound for Gaza Strip in international waters. (BBC: 09)
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BBC
IRISH LEADERS CONDEMN ISRAEL'S DETENTION OF PRESIDENT'S SISTER
It is "unacceptable" that Irish citizens who were taking part in an aid flotilla to Gaza have
been detained by Israel, the Irish PM has said. Dr Margaret Connolly, sister of Irish
President Catherine Connolly, is one of the 12 citizens. The flotilla organizers said 10 boats
in a 60-vessel convoy were intercepted in international waters and boarded by Israeli forces
on Monday morning. lIsrael's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the raid was
"effectively neutralizing a malicious plan designed to break the isolation we have imposed on
Hamas terrorists in Gaza". President Connolly, who is on a three-day visit to England, has
said the incident was "quite upsetting" and while very proud of her sister, she was "very
worried about her". (BBC News Web Page: 19/05/26, FARUK)
KENYA SUSPENDS STRIKE AFTER TRANSPORT PARALYSIS OVER FUEL PRICES
Transport operators in Kenya have suspended their nationwide strike following talks with the
government over rising fuel prices. The operators say the suspension will remain in place
until next Tuesday to allow for further negotiations with the government. The move
comes after the nationwide strike, which brought the capital Nairobi and other cities to a
standstill, entered a second day on Tuesday. At least four people were killed and 30 injured
in Monday's protests, with more than 700 arrested nationwide, according to the authorities.
(BBC News Web Page: 19/05/26, FARUK)
TWO DEAD IN SPAIN SHOOTING, WITH BABIES REPORTEDLY AMONG INJURED
A 25-year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of killing his parents and injuring four
others in a mass shooting in southern Spain, police have said. Authorities said the shooting
was reported at 23:00 local time on Monday in the small town of El Ejido, near Almeria. Four
others, including two children, were seriously injured and have been taken to hospital. One is
believed to be the suspect's seven-month-old son, according to local media reports. The
identities of the suspect and the victims have not been formally released by Spanish
authorities. (BBC News Web Page: 19/05/26, FARUK)
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THAILAND TO SLASH TOURIST VISA-FREE STAYS

Thailand's cabinet has approved a drastic reduction to its visa-free entry scheme for tourists
from more than 90 countries. The decision, issued on Tuesday, shifts the country away from
a sweeping 60-day visa exemption introduced in July 2024 to stimulate its post-pandemic
recovery. That exemption was for areas that included the United States, Israel, parts of
South America and Europe's 29-nation Schengen zone. Under the new framework, the
government will revert to a tiered system, capping visa-free stays at 30 days while
shortening permission for citizens of some countries to just 15 days. The policy reversal
follows a series of high-profile arrests involving foreign nationals engaged in drug trafficking,
human smuggling and running unauthorized local businesses, such as hotels and language
schools. (BBC News Web Page: 19/05/26, FARUK)

WHO TO HOLD EMERGENCY COMMITTEE MEETING AS EBOLA DEATH RISES 131
The toll from the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has risen to
an estimated 131 deaths from 513 suspected cases, Health Minister Samuel Roger Kamba
says. Previous figures from the epidemic, which the World Health Organization (WHO) has
declared an international health emergency, were 91 people dead out of 350 suspected
cases. The WHO chief said on Tuesday that he was "deeply concerned about the scale and
speed of the epidemic”, which has already started spreading into Uganda. A meeting of the
WHO's Emergency Committee is scheduled for later on Tuesday to discuss the Ebola
outbreak, Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/05/26, FARUK)

LEBANON AND SYRIA RESHAPE TIES AMID ISRAELI ATTACKS, REGIONAL SHIFTS
On May 9, Lebanon's Prime Minister Nawaf Salam made his second official visit to the
Syrian capital Damascus since the fall of the al-Asaad regime in 2024. The trip came as both
Lebanon and Syria suffer ongoing Israeli attacks and occupation of their territories. It also
marks the continuation of a 'new framework' for relations between the two countries,
analysts told the BBC. That followed years of Syria exerting its political and security
influence over Lebanon, and the Lebanese group Hezbollah's military support for President
Bashar al-Assad during Syria's civil war. "Damascus is farming the relationship as one
between two sovereign and equal states, and it has matched the rhetoric with institutional
moves like suspending in October the Lebanese-Syrian Higher Council that symbolized
Syrian tutelage and operating embassies on both sides," Nanar Hawach, International Crisis
Group's Senior Analyst for Syria, told the BBC. (BBC News Web Page: 19/05/26, FARUK)
FATHER-OF-EIGHT KILLED IN SAN DIEGO MOSQUE SHOOTING HAILED AS A HERO
The bravery of a security guard who was shot dead along with two other worshippers at a
San Diego mosque on Monday prevented the attack from being much worse, say police. The
guard was Amin Abdullah, a father of eight, a spokeswoman for the Council on American-
Islamic Relations-San Diego (Cair-SD), Tazheen Nizam, told the BBC. "It's fair to say his
actions were heroic," San Diego Police Chief Scott Wahl told a news conference. Abdullah
and two others - whom Cair-SD named as Mansour Kaziha and Nader Awad - were killed by
two yet-to-be-identified teenage attackers who then took their own lives, say police.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/05/26, FARUK)

DEATH TOLL FROM ISRAELI STRIKES ON LEBANON PASSES 3,000: OFFICIALS
Lebanon's health ministry says the number of people killed in the country by Israeli strikes
during the conflict between Israel and Hezbollah, which escalated at the beginning of March,
has surpassed 3,000. It put the death toll at 3,020 on Monday, a grim milestone in the
fighting that shows no sign of abating despite a fragile ceasefire. Lebanon was drawn into
the war on 2 March, when the Iran-backed armed Shia Islamist group Hezbollah fired
rockets at Israel after an Israeli strike killed Iran's supreme leader. The toll has continued to
climb even after Lebanon and Israel agreed on Friday to extend their truce by 45 days, with
the two sides set to resume negotiations at the beginning of June. The health ministry says
more than 400 of the deaths have occurred since the ceasefire came into effect on 17 April -
a period marked by repeated violations on both sides. The truce deal, brokered by the
United States, allows Israel to carry out strikes it says are aimed at countering Hezbollah's
military activity. (BBC News Web Page: 19/05/26, FARUK)

::THE END::
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