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HIGHLIGHTS

BNP and its allies and affiliated entities have observed 45th martyrdom anniversary of former president
and BNP founder Ziaur Rahman through various programmes. (Jago News: 08)

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has urged people to engage in nation-building by embracing the ideals
of late president Ziaur Rahman. (Jago News: 071)

PM Tarique Rahman has distributed clothes & food items among poor & destitute people as part of
programs marking 45th death anniversary of BNP founder & former president Ziaur Rahman.
(Jago News: 07)

Two officials of Dhaka North & Dhaka South city corporations were withdrawn from their respective
posts for negligence in waste management; disciplinary action has been ordered against 6 more officials.
(R. Today: 14)

Cumilla Zilla Parishad Administrator has claimed, NCP spokesperson Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuiyan took
Tk15 crore from Cumilla Zilla Parishad while serving as an adviser to interim govt. (R. Today: 16)

Hundreds of alleged Bangladeshis who entered the country illegally have reportedly gathered at Hakimpur
border in India, adjacent to Bangladesh's Satkhira district, to return. (BBC: 03)

En armed group has opened fire on fishermen while they were fishing in the Naf River in Teknaf, Cox's

Bazar. (Jago News: 11)
Eight more children have died of measles-like symptoms across country in the last 24 hours, taking the
total death toll to 583. (DW: 06)
Government is considering bringing country's health sector under automation. (Jago News: 10)

The ongoing instability in Middle East, tensions in Strait of Hormuz, and uncertainty in the global energy
market have created risks for developing countries, including Bangladesh. (R. Tehean: 05)
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BBC

NO DEAL ANNOUNCED AFTER TRUMP MEETING TO MAKE 'FINAL DETERMINATION'
ON IRAN

US President Donald Trump held a meeting with top aides on Friday to make a "final
determination” about a framework for extending the ceasefire with Iran, but it concluded
without clarity on the next steps. Posting on Truth Social beforehand, Trump said Iran must
agree to never have a nuclear weapon or bomb, that the Strait of Hormuz be reopened for
"unrestricted shipping traffic, in both directions”, and that any mines in the strait be
"terminated”. An adviser to Iran's supreme leader on Saturday accused Trump of "betraying
democracy" by making what he described as excessive demands. Iran says it is not
negotiating on its nuclear programme - insisting it is wholly for peaceful purposes.

(BBC News Web Page: 30/05/26, FARUK)

US NOT 'TURNING BACK' ON ASIA ALLIES, BUT EXPECTS THEM TO BOOST
DEFENCE: HEGSETH

The US military are not "turning our backs" on Asia while fulfilling "global obligations" such
as the Iran war, US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth has told a top regional defence forum
in Singapore. Hegseth sought to reassure Asia-Pacific allies about US commitment to the
region, including fulfilling arms deals in the wake of a suspended Taiwan weapons package -
even as he reiterated calls for Asian partners to spend more on defence. While noting the
threat of China's military build-up in the region, Hegseth also said the US wanted to avoid
"needless confrontation". Hegseth was speaking weeks after US President Donald Trump
held positive talks with China's President Xi Jinping in Beijing.

(BBC News Web Page: 30/05/26, FARUK)

NATO AND EU CONDEMN RUSSIA AFTER DRONE HITS ROMANIAN RESIDENTIAL
BLOCK

A Russian drone hit a block of flats in Romanian, causing a fire and injuring two people,
Romanian officials say. Friday's incident in the eastern town of Galati, near the border with
Ukraine, was condemned by Romania's fellow members of Nato and the EU. Ukraine said it
proved again that Russia posed "a real threat" to Europe. Romanian President Nicusor Dan
said the drone was likely hit by Ukrainian air defences over Kyiv's territory, altering its
trajectory. Russian President Vladimir Putin later questioned whether the drone was
Russian. Drones fired by Russia have strayed into Romania a number of times during the
four-year war with Ukraine, but it is the first time Romanians have been hurt.

(BBC News Web Page: 30/05/26, FARUK)

FOUR MORE MEN FREED FROM FLOODED LAOS CAVE AFTER 10 DAYS

Four men who were trapped inside a flooded cave in Laos for 10 days have been freed,Thai
rescuers say - a day after another man was rescued. They are among seven villagers who
entered the narrow tunnels in search for gold but were cut off inside the cave in the remote
mountain area of central Xaysomboun province after flash floods hit on 20 May. Only five
were found alive by rescuers on Wednesday. Two men are still missing. The cave system,
which extends deep underground, is also extremely narrow, with some chambers measuring
only about 50cm wide, rescuers say. (BBC News Web Page: 30/05/26, FARUK)

GHANA PARLIAMENT PASSES ANTI-LGBTQ+ BILL
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The parliament in Ghana has approved a new bill criminalizing homosexuality and the
promotion of LGBTQ+ activities. Identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual transgender or queer
can be punished by up to three years' imprisonment. The bill also introduces a "duty to
report" prohibited acts to police. Religious leaders have pressured President John Dramani
Mahama, who still needs to ratify the legislation, to strengthen anti-gay laws since he came
to power last year. The ban has been sharply criticized by international organizations,
including Human Rights Watch, which said it placed LGBTQ+ peoples' lives at risk while also
"encouraging citizens to surveil and denounce one another". Same-sex relationships have
been banned in Ghana under laws dating from the British colonial era. In an address to
Parliament, the bill's sponsor Reverend John Ntim Fordjour said the bill protected Ghanaian
family and cultural values. (BBC News Web Page: 30/05/25, FARUK)

ISRAEL PUT ON UN SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN WARZONES BLACKLIST FOR FIRST TIME
Israel has been added to a UN blacklist of countries that commit sexual violence in warzones
for the first time. A report by the office of Secretary General Antonio Guterres said the UN
had last year verified 31 cases of sexual violence perpetrated by Israeli forces against
Palestinians from Gaza and the West Bank. It said 13 of the cases had occurred in 2025,
and 18 in the two years prior. The UN said its report should be seen as "indicative of
incidents and patterns" rather than comprehensive. Israel said it rejected allegations of
sexual abuse and intended to break off relations with the secretary general's office. Israel's
ambassador to the UN, Danny Danon, accused Guterres on Thursday of spreading
antisemitic lies. The Israeli UN mission said it will refuse contact with his office as long as he
serves as head of the International body. (BBC News Web Page: 30/05/26, FARUK)
UKRAINE USING Al DRONES TO STRIKE VITAL CONVOYS SUPPLYING RUSSIAN
TROOPS

The Ukrainian military is stepping up its campaign to destroy vehicles supplying Russian
forces along crucial roads in occupied Ukraine using new Al drone technology, experts say.
BBC Verify has confirmed footage of at least 14 incidents published in the past week of
vehicles carrying food, fuel and ammunition being targeted along critical routes connecting
Russia to Crimea and other occupied territories in southern Ukraine. Experts say recent
drone technology advancements, including the Al-enabled Hornet system, have allowed
Ukraine to attack Russian targets travelling to the front lines at greater distances and with
increased accuracy. (BBC News Web Page: 30/05/26, FARUK)

US JUDGE HALTS TRUMP'S $1.8BN ANTI-WEAPONIZATION' FUND

A federal judge has temporarily stopped the creation of a $1.8bn government fund to
compensate individuals who claimed to be targets of political investigation by previous
presidential administrations. Judge Leonie Brinkema barred the justice department from
taking any steps to stand up or operate the fund - including processing or dispersing claims -
until a preliminary hearing on 12 June. Responding to the judge's two-page order on Friday,
a spokesperson from the justice department said they were "extremely confident" in the
legality of the scheme. (BBC News Web Page: 30/05/26, FARUK)

EU HAILS HUNGRY'S 'WIND OF CHANGE' AND UNLOCKS €16.4BN FOR NEW PM
MAGYAR

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has told Hungary's new prime
minister that billions of euros in EU funding are to be unlocked subject to his government
pushing through a raft of "long-overdue reforms". The decision is a significant boost for Peter
Magyar, who has been in office for less than three weeks after a landslide election victory
over Viktor Orban. He described his EU deal as a "historic breakthrough”, while von der
Leyen said "we can already feel a strong wind of change across Hungary". The Commission
president said a total of €16.4bn would be released to Budapest. Magyar hopes the cash will
help kickstart Hungary's flagging economy. The funding was frozen by the EU because of
democratic backsliding and corruption allegations under Orban's Fidesz-led government.
(BBC News Web Page: 30/05/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::
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