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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has directed authorities concerned to simplify the project approval
process to attract both local and foreign investment. [R. Today: 10]

Prime Minister has ordered to remove sacrificial animal wastes within 12 hours during Eid-ul-Azha.

[Jago FM: 15]
Agriculture Minister has informed that farmers affected by recent floods in country's haor regions will
get monthly financial assistance of Tk T,500. [R. Today: 13]

Home Minister has said police’s shirts of their uniform will be same as before, but khaki pants will be
introduced. [BBC: 03]

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said that films are not only a source of entertainment but
also a powerful medium for shaping people’s thinking and consciousness. [Jago FM: 16]

State Minister for Foreign Affairs has said, whichever party comes to power in India's West Bengal
state, it will not affect Dhaka-New Delhi relationship. [R. Today: 11]

1T more people have died from measles and measles-like symptoms in country. [BBC: 03]

Body of Bangladeshi student Jamil Ahmed Limon murdered in US, has bheen buried in Jamalpur, after
arrival of the body in Bangladesh. [R. Today: 15]

More than 2,500 hectares of Boro rice land in Kishoreganj have heen submerged due to continuous rains
and upstream floods, farmers are facing extreme sufferings. [Jago FM: 19]

Bharatiya Janata Party, BJP has secured a resounding election victory in West Bengal.  [R. Today: 15]
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UKRAINIAN DRONE HITS UPMARKET MOSCOW HIGH-RISE AHEAD OF VICTORY
DAY CELEBRATIONS

A Ukrainian drone hit an upmarket residential high-rise in Moscow in the early hours of
Monday, resulting in no casualties but causing visible damage to the facade of the building.
It was the third night in a row that the Russian capital came under attack from drones, days
before Russia holds a scaled-back 9 May parade to mark the Soviet Union's victory over
Nazi Germany. Two other drones were intercepted, Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said. Vnukovo
and Domodedovo international airports suspended operations overnight.

(BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

THREE DEAD IN SUSPECTED VIRUS OUTBREAK ON ATLANTIC CRUISE SHIP

Three people have died after a suspected hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship in the
Atlantic Ocean. The World Health Organization (WHO) reported one confirmed and five
suspected cases aboard the MV Hondius ship, which was travelling from Argentina to Cape
Verde. A 69-year-old UK national is also in intensive care in Johannesburg, South Africa.
Local officials told the BBC he had the virus. Hantavirus is usually passed to humans from
rodents via their faces, saliva or urine. It can cause severe respiratory illness. Rarely, it can
be transmitted between people. (BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

EUROPEAN LEADERS CONVERGE ON ARMENIA AS RUSSIA LOOKS ON

European leaders are descending on Armenia for two unprecedented summits in a country
long considered Russia's closest ally in the South Caucasus. The symbolism for this country
of fewer than three million people is hard to overstate; Armenia is a member of Russian
President Vladimir Putin's Eurasian Economic Union, and Moscow hosts a military base on
Armenian soil. On Monday, more than 30 European leaders and Canada's prime minister
will take part in a European Political Community (EPC) summit in the capital Yerevan.
Tuesday will then see the first ever bilateral EU-Armenia summit, attended by European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and European Council President Antonio
Costa. Russia sells gas to Armenia for $177.50 per 1,000 cubic meters, he noted, while in
Europe it costs $600. (BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

UAE SAYS ITS TANKER IN HORMUZ STRAIT HAS BEEN HIT, WITH NO INJURIES
REPORTED

The United Arab Emirates says a tanker affiliated with Adnoc, its state-owned oil company,
has been hit in the Strait of Hormuz. No one has been injured, the country's foreign ministry
says in a statement. The UAE has called for Iran to stop the attack and "ensure its full
commitment to an immediate cessation of all hostilities, and the complete and unconditional
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz". (BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)
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OIL PRICES JUMP AS IRAN CLAIMS TO HAVE HIT US SHIP - FOLLOWED BY
CENTCOM DENIAL

QOil prices spiked sharply in response to reports from Iranian state media that two missiles hit
a US warship as it tried to enter the Strait of Hormuz. The Brent crude benchmark price
soared by more than $4 per barrel within minutes of the new breaking, to hit $114, more than
5% up on the day's opening price. It fell back slightly after the US denied the strike took
place. Late last night, Donald Trump announced a plan to escort stuck vessels out of the
Gulf, calling it a "humanitarian gesture". (BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

US DENIES IRANIAN CLAIM IT STRUCK AMERICAN WARSHIP

US Central Command (Centcom) denies that one of its warships has been struck by two
Iranian missiles. In a post on X, Centcom says "no US Navy ships have been struck". It
adds: "US forces are supporting Project Freedom and enforcing the naval blockade on
Iranian ports." The Iranian military earlier claimed that it had prevented a US Navy destroyer
from entering the Strait of Hormuz. Fars, the semi-official Iranian news agency, said a vessel
was hit by two missiles as it was sailing through the Strait of Hormuz "in violation of traffic
and shipping security”. (BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

MODI'S BJP CONQUERS BENGAL, ONE OF INDIA'S TOUGHEST POLITICAL
FRONTIERS

For years, India's West Bengal state was the great exception to Narendra Modi's political
advance. His Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had swept through India's Hindi-speaking
heartland, expanded into the west and north-east, and overwhelmed once-formidable
regional rivals, Yet Bengal - argumentative and steeped in a self-image of cultural
exceptionalism - remained stubbornly resistant. That made this state electron unusually
consequential. With more than 100 million people, West Bengal's electorate is larger than
Germany's, turning its election into something closer to a nation choosing a government than
a routine Indian state poll. Monday's BJP victory there would rank among the most
significant breakthroughs of Modi's 12-year reign. It is not merely the defeat of a three-term
incumbent, but the completion of the party's long march into eastern India. "Winning Bengal
is a big victory for the BJP - a land of promise that has long eluded its grasp," says author
and journalist Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay. (BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

NORTH KOREAN SIDE TO MAKE RARE TRIP TO SOUTH KOREA

A team of North Korean footballers will make a rare visit to South Korea later this month.
North Korean side Naegohyang will cross the border to play Suwon in the Asian Women's
Champions League semi-final on 20 May. Pyongyang has sent a list of 27 players and 12
staff who will make the visit. South Korea's Unification Ministry has confirmed the trip, which
will be the first time athletes from the north have crossed the border since 2018. North Korea
sent athletes to South Korea for the Pyongchang Winter Olympics that year, as they formed
a unified ice hockey team for the first time. The rare visit comes with South Korean President
Lee Jae Myung seeking to improve strained ties with North Korea.

(BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI ATTACKS KILL DOZENS WITHIN DAYS IN LEBANON DESPITE CEASEFIRE
Israeli strikes on southern Lebanon killed 20 people on Sunday, Lebanon's health ministry
says - marking one of the deadliest few days there since a ceasefire began just over two
weeks ago. It brings to 60 the number of those killed since Thursday, according to the
ministry. Israel says it is targeting the armed Shia Islamist group Hezbollah. The Lebanese
casualty figures do not distinguish between civilians and combatants. However, two of the
dead and 14 of the injured are children. Israel says 17 of its soldiers have been killed during
the same period and accuses Hezbollah of firing hundreds of rockets and drones. Both sides
accuse the other of violations, and diplomatic efforts to halt the fighting have so far failed.
(BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

NIGERIA PLANS TO REPATRIATE NATIONALS WILLING TO LEAVE SOUTH AFRICA
AFTER ATTACKS

Nigeria is planning to repatriate its nationals in South Africa willing to return home voluntarily,
amid growing fears that recent attacks on foreigners there could escalate. Foreign Minister
Bianca Odumegwu-Ojukwu said 130 applicants had already registered for the exercise,
adding that the number was expected to rise. She expressed President Bola Tinubu's
concern about the attacks in the southern African nation, and condemned the violence
against foreign nationals and demonstrations characterized by "xenophobic rhetoric, hate
speeches and incendiary anti-migrant statements”. Nigeria has summoned South Africa's
acting High Commissioner over the issue. (BBC News Web Page: 04/05/26, FARUK)

.- THE END ::



