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HIGHLIGHTS

Government has approved in-principle to implement ninth national pay scale for its employees from Ist

July, three-phase rollout strategy has been adopted. [Jago FM: 12]
Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, government will step away from system of allocating
advertising hased on fabricated TRP and newspaper circulation data. [Jago FM: 10]

R writ petition has been filed with High Court seeking an investigation into role of former chief adviser
Dr Muhammad Yunus and other advisers over handling of measles vaccination. [R. Tehran: 08]
Six more people have died from measles and measles-like symptoms in country. [BBC: 03]

Dubai Taxi Company has expressed interest to recruite 6,000 drivers from Bangladesh this year.

[R. Today: 15]
State Minister for Fisheries and Livestock has said, there is sufficient stock of livestock to meet
country's demand for upcoming holy Eid-ul-Azha. [R. Today: 17]

CID has identified 116 online gambling websites and handed over the list to Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory Commission for immediate blocking. [BBC: 04]

World Health Organization has declared public health emergency across the globe as Ebola outhreak
announced in Democratic Republic of Congo. [BBC: 08]

Iran has said, its government is planning to launch an insurance scheme for ships plying in Strait of
Hormuz. [NHK: 08]
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BBC

WHO DECLARES EBOLA OUTBREAK IN DR CONGO A GLOBAL HEALTH
EMERGENCY

The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of Congo a public health emergency of international concern. The agency said the
outbreak in DR Congo's eastern Ituri province, which has seen around 246 suspected cases
and 80 deaths reported, does not meet the criteria of a pandemic emergency. But it warned
it could potentially be "a much larger outbreak" than what is currently being detected and
reported, with significant risk of local and regional spread. The current strain of Ebola is
caused by the Bundibugyp virus, the health agency said, for which there are no approved
drugs or vaccines. Early symptoms include fever, muscle pain, fatigue, headache and sore
throat, and are followed by vomiting, diarrhoea, a rash and bleeding.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/05/26, FARUK)

LARGE-SCALE UKRAINIAN DRONE ATTACK KILLS THREE IN MOSCOW REGION
Three people were killed overnight in a large-scale Ukrainian drone attack on the Moscow
region, Russian officials have said. A woman died in a house in Khimki, north of the capital,
where a person was trapped under rubble, regional governor Andrei Vorobiev said. A man
and a woman were killed in the village of Pogorelki. Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said 12
people were injured in strikes on a city oil refinery. Russia's military said 556 drones were
intercepted. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said the strikes were an "entirely
justified" response to deadly Russian attacks on Ukrainian cities.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/05/26, FARUK)

TAIWAN INSISTS IT IS INDEPENDENT AFTER TRUMP WARNING

Taiwan has insisted it is a sovereign, independent nation, after US President Donald Trump
cautioned it against formally declaring independence from China. Trump's remarks came
after a two-day summit in Beijing, after which he said he had "made no commitment either
way" about the self-governing island - which China claims as part of its territory and has not
ruled out taking by force. After talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping, Trump also said he
would soon decide whether to approve an $11bn package of weapons to be sold to Taiwan.
The US administration is bound by law to provide Taiwan with a means of self-defence, but
has frequently had to square this alliance with maintaining a diplomatic relationship with



19

China. Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te has previously stated that Taiwan does not need to
declare formal independence because it already sees itself as a sovereign nation.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/05/26, FARUK)

CANADIAN FROM HANTAVIRUS-HIT CRUISE SHIP TESTS POSITIVE

A Canadian who sailed on the cruise ship MV Hondius which was hit by a hantavirus
outbreak in April has tested positive for the disease, officials in the province of British
Columbia say. The individual, one of four people isolating on Vancouver Island after leaving
the ship, had developed mild symptoms. The province's senior health officer said the four
had not had any contact with the public since arriving in Canada. The case brings the total
number of infections to 11, all among cruise passengers. Three people who travelled on the
ship have died, with two confirmed to have had the virus.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/05/26, FARUK)

TODDLERS AMONG MORE THAN 50 SCHOOLCHILDREN KIDNAPPED IN NIGERIA
Gunmen have kidnapped more than 50 children from three schools in the same town in
north-eastern Nigeria, teachers and parents have told the BBC. Most of those missing are
aged between two and five years old. Eyewitnesses who saw the attacks on Friday morning
in Mussa, Borno state, say the suspects used the children as human shields while fleeing on
motorbikes, preventing security forces from opening fire. No group has claimed responsibility
for the attacks. Government officials have not responded to the BBC's request for comment,
but a press statement issued on Saturday by Senator Ali Ndume of Borno South said at least
42 children had been abducted from two schools. (BBC News Web Page: 17/05/26, FARUK)
TWO NEPALI SHERPA CLIMBERS BREAK OWN RECORDS ON MOUNT EVEREST

Two renowned Nepali guides have scaled Mount Everest with one called the "Everest Man"
breaking his own record set last year with a 32nd climb and the other, known as the
"Mountain Queen", breaking her own women's record with an 11th summit. "This is another
milestone in Nepal's mountaineering history," Himel Gautam, spokesperson for Nepal's
Tourism Department, told the AFP news agency on Sunday. Kami Rita Sherpa, 56, first
stood on top of the world's highest mountain in 1994 while working for a commercial
expedition. Since then, he has continued to guide clients climbing Mount Everest almost
every year, reaching the summit twice in some years. Lhakpa Sherpa, 52, first stood on top
of Everest in 2000, becoming the first Nepali woman to successfully summit and descend
the Himalayan peak. (BBC News Web Page: 17/05/26, FARUK)

HEZBOLLAH DRONE STRIKE VIDEOS SHOW EVOLVING TACTICS AGAINST ISRAEL
Hezbollah has increased its use of small first-person view (FPV) drones to attack Israel,
including systems controlled by fiber-optic cables to evade sophisticated defences. BBC
Verify has geolocated 35 videos shared by the Lebanese armed group since 26 March which
show strikes on Israeli soldiers, armoured vehicles and air defence systems in southern
Lebanon and northern Israel. Experts told BBC Verify the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) has
"so far been unable to develop any effective countermeasures"”, as the small drones can
easily bypass detection systems. The drones can also be made from commercially available
and 3D-printed components - and are cheap compared to the high-value targets they can
destroy, experts also said. The use of cheap FPV drones has become widespread during the
Russia-Ukraine war and has changed modern warfare.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/05/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



