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HIGHLIGHTS

State Minister for Foreign Affairs has reaffirmed Bangladesh's strong commitment to UN peacekeeping,
democracy & multilateral cooperation during a meeting with UN Assistant Secretary in New York.
[R. Today: 14]
LGRD Minister said Awami League had allowed India to operate Farakka Barrage on an experimental
basis, which has now become a “death trap” for Bangladesh, depriving of fair water share.
[Jago News: 22]
Cultural Affairs Minister stated that culture is the basis of nation's identity & consciousness. He added
without preserving & practicing culture, a nation can’t sustain its historical continuity. [Jago News: 16]

Bangladesh and the United States have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to hoost energy security
through greater cooperation in LNG, LPG imports, and technology exchange. [DW: 08]

The participation of various Islamist and right-leaning leaders in the NCP has raised questions about the
party’s ideological position. Analysts opine that the party is gradually shifting towards the right.

[BBC: 04]
Government's decision to bring forward the SSC exams by 3 months has created anxiety among students
as delays in getting books, limited class time, and an incomplete syllabus may affect their preparation.

[BBC: 06]
NCTB plans to bring about major changes in textbooks from 2021, where historical “distortions” will be
corrected and real information will be presented. [R. Today: 14]

Pneumonia is still the higgest cause of child mortality in country. 451 people have died due to measles
and its symptoms in the last 2 months. [Jago News: 20, 22]

All 5 members of the same family-parents and 3 children have died after suffering burns from a gas
explosion in Fatulla, Narayangan;. [R. Today: 11]

Locals in West Bengal have expressed mixed reactions to the decision to allocate land for horder fencing,
saying it may improve security but could affect agricultural activities. [Jago News: 20]
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XI TAKES ON TOUR OF COMMUNISST PARTY'S SEAT OF POWER AS CHINA
VISIT ENDS

US President Donald Trump's visit to Beijing ended with a tour of Zhongnanhai, the
exclusive, heavily guarded 14th Century compound where top Chinese leader live
and work. Xi leading him on the tour was yet another moment for the cameras in a
two-day trip heavy on pageantry but scant on details about policy agreed by both
sides. The much-anticipated summit between the superpowers follows tensions over
trade and the Iran war, but both leaders seemed conciliatory, with Trump calling his
visit "incredible". Xi described it as a "new bilateral relationship" and promised to
send Trump seeds of the Chinese roses they admired during their stroll, to which
Trump replied: | love that, it's great." Zhongnanhai, located about 20km east of
Tiananmen Square, is widely regarded as China's White House.

(BBC News Web Page: 15/05/26, FARUK)

INDIA'S ADANIS AGREE TO PAY $18M TO SETTLE CIVIL FRAUD CASE IN US
Indian billionaire Gautam Adani and his nephew Sagar Adani have agreed to pay a
combined $18m in penalties to settle a civil fraud lawsuit filed by the US Securities
and Exchange Commission. In 2024, the regulator had accused the Adanis of paying
bribes to Indian officials for high-profile renewable energy projects and misleading
US investors about anti-bribery practices while trying to raise funds through a bond
offering. The proposed deal is subject to a court's approval but markets responded
positively to the developments, with Adani Group firm shares rising on Friday. The
Adani Group is one of India's largest business conglomerates with interests in
sectors including energy and airports. (BBC News Web Page: 15/05/26, FARUK)
ATTACK ON PAKISTAN OUTPOST PUTS AFGHANISTAN CEASEFIRE AT RISK
An attack on a security compound in northwest Pakistan has Kkilled several
paramilitary officers, with the Afghan-based Pakistan Taliban (TTP) claiming
responsibility. An armed group rammed a vehicle filled with explosives into the
Bajaur district camp's gate on Thursday and then launched a gun battle, security
sources said. It was the latest in a string of deadly incidents in the border region that
threaten the fragile ceasefire between Islamabad and Kabul. The vehicle triggered a
"huge explosion," one Pakistani official told Reuters news agency. The fighters then
rushed the camp and opened "indiscriminate fire". Reports say that eight or nine
Pakistani soldiers were killed in the attack. At least 10 of the attackers were killed,
the AFP news agency reported, while about 35 security personnel were wounded.
(BBC News Web Page: 15/05/26, FARUK)

INDIA HIKES FUEL PRICES AS IRAN CRISIS BITES

India has raised fuel prices by about 3% as the energy crisis driven by the Iran war
and closure of the Strait of Hormuz starts to bite on the economy. The government in
New Delhi announced the three rupees per litre price hike on Friday, as it moved to
offset losses triggered by the shortage of supply. Gasoline prices rose to 97.77
rupees a litre, while diesel climbed to 90.67 rupees. India is the world's third-largest
oil importer, with 90% of the oil it consumes coming from overseas, and about half of
its usual crude supplies transiting the Strait of Hormuz. This has seen the country
heavily impacted by rising energy prices and supply disruptions from the US-Israel
war on Iran. However, New Delhi had been avoiding hiking retail fuel prices, making
it one of the last major economies to pass higher crude prices on to consumers.
(BBC News Web Page: 15/05/26, FARUK)

:: The End ::



