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HIGHLIGHTS

President Mohammed Shahabuddin, addressing a programme marking the May Day has said, workers are
the principal architects of the country's development and the driving force of the economy.[R. Today: 14]

Government has taken initiatives to gradually reopen closed factories across country-- said PM Tarique
Rahman at a rally organized by Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal on the occasion of May Day.  [R. Today: 13]

Prime Minister has warned that certain quarters are conspiring to render Bangladesh "friendless" and
controversial on the global stage. [R. Today: 15]

Tarique Rahman has arrived in Sylhet on a daylong tour to join several programmes, including
inauguration of a canal excavation and the Notun Kuri Sports. [Jago FM: 18]

Four more children have died from measles and measles-like symptoms in country in past 24 hours.

[R. Today: 14]
Rccording to DGHS, 276 children have died from confirmed and suspected measles from March 15 to April
30. The number of infected people has exceeded 42,000. [BBC: 06]

Indian int'l relations analysts have criticized Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma’s remarks on
Bangladesh. Earlier, Bangladesh summoned Indian acting High Commissioner in Dhaka to protest. [DW: 11]

Bangladesh has fallen three places to 152" out of 180 countries in the 2026 World Press Freedom Index.

The country was ranked 149t in 2025. [BBC: 04]
Donald Trump has threatened to withdraw US troops from Italy & Spain over their criticism of his
handling of the war with Iran. [DW: 11]
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BBC

HEGSETH SAYS CLOCK PAUSED ON DEADLINE TO SEEK APPROVAL FOR IRAN
WAR

US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth has argued that the clock has paused on a deadline for
the Trump administration to seek approval from Congress for the US-Israeli war with Iran.
Hegseth was responding to questions from members of the Senate, or upper chamber, on
Thursday. Friday is the 60th day since Trump formally notified Congress of the strikes
against Iran on 2 March. US law requires a president to "terminate any use of United States
Armed Forces" within 60 days of such a notification - unless Congress allows a continuation.
A senior administration official said hostilities with Iran had "terminated"”, emphasizing that a
ceasefire had been in effect since early April. (BBC News Web Page: 01/05/26, FARUK)
MYANMAR EX-LEADER AUNG SAN SUU KYI MOVED TO HOUSE ARREST: MILITARY
The detained former Myanmar leader Aung San SUU KYI has been moved to house arrest,
the country's state media has reported. The 80-year-old Nobel laureate has been held in
detention - probably in a military prison in the capital Nay Pyi Taw - since she was removed
from office in a military coup in 2021. A statement by military leader Min Aung Hlaing, who
led the coup, said he had "commuted her remaining sentence to be served at the designated
residence". Aung San Suu Kyi came to power in 2015 after Myanmar's then rulers
introduced democratic reforms. (BBC News Web Page: 01/05/26, FARUK)

BILLIONS OF MEALS AT RISK DUE TO IRAN WAR: FERTILIZER BOSS

The interruption to supplies of fertilizer and its key ingredients due to the war in Iran could
cost up to 10 billion meals a week globally and will hit poorest countries hardest, according
to the boss of one of the world's biggest fertilizer producers. Svein Tore Holsether, chief
executive of Yara, told the BBC that hostilities in the Gulf, which have blocked shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz, are jeopardizing global food production. Reduced crop yields
as a result of lower fertilizer use could lead to a bidding war for food, he warned. He urged
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European nations to consider carefully the impact of a price war on the "most vulnerable" in
other countries. (BBC News Web Page: 01//05/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL RELEASES ALL BUT TWO ACTIVISTS IN GREECE AFTER INTERCEPTING
GAZA AID FLOTILLA

All but two pro-Palestinian activists detained by lIsraeli forces after their flotilla headed for
Gaza was intercepted in international waters have now been released in Greece. On
Thursday, around 175 activists aboard 22 boats carrying aid were seized near the island of
Crete. The organizers of the Global Sumud Flotilla (GSF) denounced the action as "piracy",
saying members were seized unlawfully more than 955km from Gaza, which is under an
Israeli naval blockade. Israel's foreign ministry called the flotilla a "PR stunt". All the detained
activists have disembarked in Crete, apart from two men who are being brought to Israel "for
guestioning", according to the Israeli government.

(BBC News Web Page: 01/05/26, FARUK)

BRAZIL'S CONGRESS APPROVES PLAN TO DRASTICALLY CUT BOLSONARO'S JAIL
TERM

Brazil's Congress has overturned a veto of a bill that would dramatically reduce former
president Jair Bolsonara's prison sentence for plotting a coup after he lost the last election.
Last year Bolsonaro was sentenced to 27 years in jail for his attempt to cling to power after
losing the 2022 elections to Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva. Lula had tried to block a subsequent
push by the conservative-majority Congress to reduce Bolsonaro's term to just over two
years, but in a tense session on Thursday lawmakers overrode his veto of a law changing
how prison sentences are calculated. (BBC News Web Page: 01/05/26, FARUK)

US IMPOSES SANCTIONS ON DR CONGO EX-PRESIDENT KABILA ALLEGING REBEL
SUPPORT

The US has imposed sweeping sanctions on former Democratic Republic of Congo
President Joseph Kabila, accusing him of backing the M23 rebel group. Washington alleges
he provided financial support, encouraged defections from the Congolese and even "sought
to launch attacks" on the military from outside the country. The 54-year-old ex-president,
who led DR Congo for 18 years from 2001, has not responded to a BBC request for
comment. The US said these latest sanctions were part of a wider effort to support last
year's peace deal between neighbours DR Congo and Rwanda that it brokered. Washington
also says Rwanda supports the M23 and sanctioned some of its army's leading
commanders in March. (BBC News Web Page: 01/05/26, FARUK)

DEADLY ISRAELI STRIKES ON SOUTHERN LEBANON DESPITE CEASEFIRE
Seventeen people, including two children, were killed in Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon
on Thursday, the health ministry said, as violence continues despite a ceasefire now in its
second week. The strikes - which Israel said were targeting Hezbollah infrastructure - also
wounded 35 people, among them nine children and eight women, the ministry said.
Separately, Hezbollah said it had carried out attacks on Israeli forces in the south, including
a drone strike targeting soldiers in the Bint Jbeil district. The violence comes as lIsrael
presses ahead with military operations in Lebanon despite the ceasefire announced on 16
April, after direct talks between Lebanese and Israeli ambassadors in Washington. (BBC
News Web Page: 01/05/26, FARUK)

CHINA SCRAPS TARIFFS FOR ALL BUT ONE AFRICAN NATION

China will scrap tariffs for all African countries from Friday - except Eswatini, which maintains
ties with Taiwan. As of December 2024, China had already implemented a duty-free policy
for 33 least-developed African nations. The policy now covers 53 countries, and will be in
place until 30 April 2028. It is unclear what will happen after that. Beijing has boasted that it
is the first major economy to offer unilateral zero-tariff treatment to Africa. But analysts say
that while China is seizing the chance to enhance its soft power, they point out that tariffs are
rarely the main obstacle for exporters in Africa which has a huge trade deficit with China.
(BBC News Web Page: 01/05/26, FARUK)
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