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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has urged countrymen to remain vigilant, saying that a group is
spreading confusion in the country in name of politics. [R. Today: 16]

Tarique Rahman has said, Cumilla will be declared as an administrative division & an agricultural
universty will be set up there. [R. Tehran: 0]

Prime Minister has inaugurated re-excavation work of historic Khorddo Khal in Shahrasti upazila of
Chandpur. [R. Today: 16]

Finance and Planning Minister has informed, previous governments had left country’s economy in a
fragile condition & current government would need two years to bring economy back on right track.

[R. Tehran: 0]
Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, government wants to rebuild the state and society hased
on national consensus. [R. Today: 17]

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister has said, government will not sign any agreement that diminishes
Bangladesh’s national interest. [Jago FM: 13]

TIB has strongly condemned attack on Shah Ali Shrine in Mirpur and demanded exemplary punishment
for those involved. [Jago FM: 11]

US President Donald Trump has said, Iran must guarantee to suspend its uranium enrichment program for
a peace deal with the country. [NHE: 08]

New Ebola outbreaks has been reported in DR Congo, eighty people have so far been killed.  [BBC: 22]
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SENIOR IS LEADER KILLED IN JOINT OPERATION: US AND NIGERIA

Nigeria and the United States say they have killed a senior Islamic State (IS) leader in a
joint-operation. Abu-Bilal al-Munuki was described by US President Donald Trump as the
"second in command of ISIS globally" and "the most active terrorist in the world". IS has
radically shifted in recent years, with around 90% of its attacks now taking place in sub-
Saharan Africa. Its Nigeria-based branch is by far the most active. Nigerian President Bola
Tinubu said the two countries had carried out a "daring joint operation that dealt a heavy
blow" to IS. Al-Munuki was declared a Specially Designated Global Terrorist by Washington
in 2023. (BBC News Web Page: 16/05/26, FARUK)

TRUMP WARNS TAIWAN AGAINST DECLARING INDEPENDENCE, HOURS AFTER
SUMMIT WITH CHINA'S XI

US President Donald Trump has cautioned Taiwan against formally declaring independence
from China. "I'm not looking to have somebody go independent,” the US president told Fox
News on Friday,at the end of his two-day summit with his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in
Beijing. Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te has previously stated that Taiwan does not need
to declare formal independence because it already sees itself as a sovereign nation. The US
has long supported Taiwan, including being bound by law to provide it with a means of self-
defence, but has frequently had to square this alliance with maintaining a diplomatic
relationship with China. (BBC News Web Page: 16/05/26, FARUK)

TRUMP AND Xl CONCLUDE 'VERY SUCCESSFUL' TALKS BUT FEW DEALS
CONFIRMED

US President Donald Trump left Beijing after a two-day summit saying he had struck
"fantastic trade deals, great for both countries", but few details have emerged on what the
two superpowers agreed. Trump arrived for a high-stakes summit with Chinese leader Xi
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Jinping on Wednesday, accompanied by several CEQ's: a high-profile business delegation
spanning agriculture, aviation, electric vehicles and artificial intelligence (Al) chips. Trade
was near the top of the agenda despite recent tensions over the Iran war, and businesses
hoped for key deals as well as an extension of the tariff truce that is due to expire in
November. The visit was defined by warm rhetoric and symbolism. Trump was wooed with a
packed itinerary that included an honour guard, a state banquet, and an invitation to the
exclusive compound where China's Communist Party leaders live and work.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/05/26, FARUK)

LEBANON SAYS SIX KILLED IN ISRAELI STRIKE AS US ANNOUNCES CEASEFIRE
EXTENSION

An lIsraeli air strike on a town in southern Lebanon has killed six people, including three
paramedics, according to Lebanon's health ministry. It comes as the US said the two
countries had agreed to a 45-day ceasefire. The health ministry said a fourth paramedic had
sustained "critical injuries" after a civil defence centre was attacked in the town of Harouf.
The BBC has contacted the Israeli military for comment. On Friday, the US state department
announced Israel and Lebanon had agreed to extend their shaky ceasefire after two days of
negotiations in Washington DC. US President Donald Trump announced the truce on 16
April, but Israel and Hezbollah have continued to exchange fire since then.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/05/26, FARUK)

NEW OUTBREAK OF EBOLA KILLS 80 IN EASTERN DR CONGO

Africa’'s top health agency has declared an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of
Congo's eastern Ituri province. Around 246 cases and 80 deaths have been reported, mainly
in the gold-mining towns of Mongwalu and Rwampara, said the Africa Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention (Africa CDC). Ugandan officials confirmed one case of imported
Ebola from DR Congo on Friday, with the country's health ministry stating that a 59-year-old
male who died on Thursday had tested positive. Ebola was first discovered in 1976 in what
is now DR Congo, and is thought to have spread from bats. This is the 17th outbreak of the
deadly viral disease in the country. It is spread through direct contact with bodily fluids and
through broken skin, causing severe bleeding and organ failure.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/05/26, FARUK)

HAMAS CONFIRMS TOP COMMANDER KILLED IN ISRAELI AIR STRIKE

A Hamas official has confirmed to the BBC that I1zz ad-Din al-Haddad, commander of the
group’s armed wing, was killed in an Israeli air strike in Gaza City on Friday. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defence Minister Israel Katz said in a joint statement that
Haddad had been “responsible for the murder, kidnapping and injury of thousands of Israeli
civilians and IDF soldiers”. Israel described him as “one of the architects of the October 7
massacre”. The strike is the latest launched by Israel on Gaza despite a ceasefire with
Hamas. (BBC News Web Page: 16/05/26, FARUK)

PALESTINIAN LEADERS HOLD RARE PARTY MEETING AS POLLS SHOW RISING
DISCONTENT

Top leaders of the main Palestinian political faction, Fatah, are electing its highest decision-
making body, at its first major conference in a decade. The 90-year-old Palestinian
President, Mahmoud Abbas — who rules by decree — was re-elected as head of Fatah on
Wednesday. Leading figures are promising unity and a political refresh. But ordinary
Palestinians complain that this meeting coming at a critical time for their nationalist cause, is
showcasing the opposite. Palestinian opinion polls indicate profound dissatisfaction with
Abbas, with most wanting him to resign. Addressing the conference on its opening day on
Thursday, Abbas promised the first presidential and parliamentary elections in 20 years —
without giving a timeline. (BBC News Web Page: 16/05/26, FARUK)

. THE END ::



