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HIGHLIGHTS

The historic May Day is being observed in country as elsewhere the globe - PM Tarique Rahman says,
workers & professionals are the main driving force behind the development & progress of any country.

[R. Today: 19]
Government is committed to ensuring that people of all faiths can live in peace & security- said the PM
while exchanging greetings with leaders of Buddhist community on occasion of Buddha Purnima.

[R. Today: 19]
Information and Broadcasting Minister has stated that Bangladeshi nationalism embodies pluralistic and
diverse politics. [R. Today: 20]

Health Minister has said all children in the country will be brought under measles vaccination coverage
within the next week. [BBC: 03]

The Jamaat-led 11-party alliance has announced a series of rallies across T divisional cities demanding
implementation of the referendum verdict, culminating in a grand rally in Dhaka. [BBC: 03]

Biman Bangladesh Hirlines has signed an agreement with US aircraft manufacturer Boeing to purchase 14
aircraft, the largest order in the national flag carrier’s history. [BBC: 04]

Myanmar's armed rebel group “Arakan Army” has allegedly picked up T Bangladeshi fishermen from the
Naf River adjacent to Sabrang Nayapara and Shahparir Island in Teknaf Upazila of Cox's Bazar.

[R. Today: 21]
Bangladesh Meteorological Department has forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall across 6 divisions over
the next 48 hours, raising concerns about possible landslides in hilly areas. [Jago FM: 14]

Iran's Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei has said, a new chapter for the Gulf & Strait of Hormuz has
been taking shape since the Iran war with the United States & Israel broke out on February 28.

[BBC: 11]
Israel has heen accused of stopping a flotilla carrying aid for the people of Gaza. [BBC: 10]
Director: 44813046 Deputy News Controller: 44813048 Assistant News Controller: 448130417
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BBC
ISRAEL INTERCEPTS GAZA FLOTILLA NEAR CRETE AND DETAINS 175 ACTIVISTS
Pro-Palestinian activists say at least 22 boats from a flotilla carrying aid for Gaza have been
intercepted by Israeli forces in international waters near the Greek island of Crete. The
organisers of the Global Sumud Flotilla (GSF) denounced the action as “piracy”, saying
those on board had been seized unlawfully more than 965km (600 miles) from Gaza, which
is under an Israeli naval blockade. The Israeli foreign ministry said about 175 activists from
more than 20 boats had been detained and were being transported to Israel. It dismissed the
flotilla as a “PR stunt”. The GSF’s tracking data showed most of the remaining 36 boats in
the flotilla were close to Crete’s south coast. The flotilla set sail two weeks ago, with a total
of 58 vessels joining from Spain, France and Italy, aiming to break Israel’s blockade of Gaza.
On Thursday, the GSF said Israeli naval forces had “intercepted, boarded, and
systematically disabled and destroyed various boats” in the flotilla during a “violent raid in
international waters” west of Crete overnight. “Over 180 civilians from around the world have
been directly attacked,” it added.(BBC Web page : 30.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
OIL PRICE HITS HIGHEST SINCE 2022 AFTER REPORT TRUMP TO BE BRIEFED ON
NEW IRAN OPTIONS
Oil prices jumped to their highest since 2022 after a report that the US military is set to brief
President Donald Trump on new plans for potential action in the Iran war. Brent crude rose
by almost 7% to more than $126 (£94) a barrel at one point, before falling back. US Central
Command has prepared a plan for a wave of “short and powerful” strikes on Iran to try to
break the deadlock in negotiations with Tehran, news site Axios reported. The BBC has
contacted US Central Command and the White House for comment. Energy prices have
been rising this week as peace talks appear to have stalled, with the key Strait of Hormuz
waterway still effectively closed. About 20% of the world’s oil and liquefied natural gas (LNG)
usually passes through the strait and the conflict has sent global energy prices soaring.
Crude oil is a key ingredient in petrol and diesel, and the jump in costs since the start of the
Iran war has pushed up pump prices for motorists. In the UK, petrol currently costs an
average of 157p a litre, according to motoring group RAC, which is 24p higher than before
the start of the war. Diesel is at 188.5p a litre, up 46p compared with its pre-war price.
(BBC Web page : 30.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
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POLICE SAY THEY BELIEVE ABDUCTED CHILD WAS MURDERED AS BODY FOUND
IN OUTBACK

Warning for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers: this article contains references to
someone who has died. Police believe they have found the body of a five-year-old girl
allegedly abducted from her Outback home, as a search for her suspected murderer
continues. The girl, who is identified only as Kumanjayi Little Baby for cultural reasons, was
last seen on Saturday when she was put to bed at an Aboriginal town camp near Alice
Springs just before midnight. Northern Territory Police say the body of a child was located on
Thursday, and forensic testing to confirm the young girl’s identity and cause of death is
underway. They have been combing nearby bush and desert for Jefferson Lewis, who was
released from prison six days before Kumanjayi Little Baby disappeared and vanished
around the same time. “We believed he has murdered this child,” investigation lead Peter
Malley told reporters. “I say to Jefferson Lewis: we’re coming for you.”

(BBC Web page : 30.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

MAMDANI SAYS HE WOULD ASK KING CHARLES TO RETURN KOH-I-NOOR

New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani has called for the return of the priceless Koh-i-Noor
diamond from the UK, just hours before meeting King Charles. The 105-carat diamond is
part of the Crown Jewels but its ownership has been disputed by India, who claims that it
was stolen during British rule. “If | were to speak to the King separately from [the purpose of
the event], | would probably encourage him to return the Koh-i-Noor diamond,” Mamdani,
who has Indian roots, said at a press conference hours before he was set to meet King
Charles at a ceremony honouring victims of the 9/11 attacks. King Charles and his wife,
Queen Camilla, are on a four-day visit to the US which began on Monday.

(BBC Web page : 30.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

SINGAPORE COURT FINES WOMEN FOR PRO-PALESTINIAN WALK

A court in Singapore has fined three women who organised a walk to show support for the
Palestian cause, reversing an earlier acquittal. The three women were acquitted last October
of organising an illegal procession in 2024, which saw dozens walk towards the presidential
office in support of Palestinians amid Israel’s war in Gaza. But the High Court overturned
that decision on Thursday following an appeal by the prosecution, handing down a fine of
S$3,000 ($2,300; £1,700) each. Public demonstrations are rare in Singapore, which has tight
restrictions on protests, and authorities have effectively banned public gatherings related to
the Israel-Gaza war. In February 2024, the three activists — Mossammad Sobikun Nahar, Siti
Amirah Mohamed Asrori and Kokila Annamalai — had led around 70 people to walk from a
shopping mall to the presidential compound next door, to deliver letters to the prime minister
urging him to cut ties with Israel.(BBC Web page : 30.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

CHINA TO BAN DRONE SALES IN BEIJING CITING SECURITY CONCERNS

China will ban the sale of drones in Beijing and require permits to fly them under new rules
that take effect on Friday. Drones and key components will be prohibited from being sold,
rented or brought into the Chinese capital. Drone owners will also be required to register
their devices with the police. China has gradually tightened regulations on drones in recent
years, with authorities citing public safety concerns. Drones and flying taxis are part of the
so-called low-altitude economy, a strategic priority for China that is expected to generate
more than two trillion yuan ($290bn; £217bn) by 2035. In some Chinese cities, drones are a
common sight, used for food delivery, agriculture and cleaning buildings. Chinese
companies may dominate the global drone market, but the country is becoming one of the
most difficult places to fly one. Drones must be registered before they can be brought in and
out of Beijing. And if users send their drones out of the city for repair, they need to pick up
the device in person rather than have it delivered.(BBC Web page : 30.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



