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HIGHLIGHTS

Government has approved Padma Barrage project in ECNEC meeting, involving an estimated cost of
34,497.25 Tk crore, aimed at benefiting 70 million people of the country. (BBC: 03)

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said in ECNEC meeting that rate schedule for all engineering
departments will be same for project implementation. (Jago FM: 13)

Eight more children died from measles and measles-like symptoms in country. (BBC: 03)

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, huge debt and ecomomic crisis left behind by previous
Awami League government is a major challenge for present government. (Jago FM: 18)

Bangladesh Foreign Minister, during his recent visit to China, formally sought support of that country in
Teesta River Comprehensive Management and Restoration Project. (R. Tehran: 09)

Railway authorities have advised passengers to purchase tickets through Rail Sheba app to avoid
harassment ahead of Eid-ul-Adha. (Jago FM: 17)

Education Minister has announced that solar plants will be installed in phases across all educational
institutions in country. (R. Today: 23)

Bangladesh Passenger Welfare Association has reported that 510 people were killed in road accidents
across the country in last month. (Jago FM: 14)

Five people died from rabies in Sundarganj Upazila of Gaibandha in last week. (Jago FM: 16)

Gunfire has been exchanged between two rival Rohingya armed groups in Balukhali refugee camp in
Ukhiya, Cox’s Bazar. (DW: 11)

Reuters has informed that Saudi Arabia launched numerous strikes on Iran in retaliation for attacks
carried out in the kingdom during Middle East war. (BBC: 08)
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BBC
TRUMP LANDS IN BEIJING AHEAD OF TALKS WITH XI IN TWO-DAY CHINA VISIT
US President Donald Trump has arrived in China for his first visit in almost a decade ahead
of high-stakes talks with President Xi Jinping. Also abroad Air Force One when it touched
down in Beijing were some of the biggest names in US industry - including tech billionaire
Elon Musk, Nvidia's Jensen Huang, and Boeing's Kelly Ortberg. Trade is expected to be high
on the agenda. Trump has said his "very first request” will be for China to "open up" so these
"brilliant people can work their magic". The US has had a bumpy relationship with China on
trade - with Trump having reignited a trade war started in his first term early in his second
term, before agreeing a truce last October. But there are other issues on the table. China is
widely thought to be able to exert influence over Iran - where Trump is seeking a peace deal,
although he insists he does not need China's help. But China has its own interests in the
area - it's estimated to buy around 90% of Iran's oil imports.
(BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)
CHINA'S XI EXPECTED TO PRESS TRUMP ON TAIWAN, TARIFFS DURING SUMMIT
Chinese President Xi Jinping is expected to seek concessions on Taiwan and US tariffs
when he meets United States President Donald Trump for a high-stakes summit taking place
in the shadow of the war on Iran. While Taiwan's government considers itself the head of a
de facto sovereign state, Beijing views the island as an inalienable part of its territory. The
US formally cut ties with Taiwan - also known as the Republic of China - decades ago, but is
committed to adding the self-governing democracy's defence under the 1979 Taiwan
Relations Act. (BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)
PASSENGERS HELD ON CRUISE SHIP IN FRANCE AFTER GASTROENTERITIS
OUTBREAK
More than 1,000 passengers are being held on a UK-operated cruise ship in France after 49
people fell ill from gastroenteritis. Local authorities in Bordeaux said three passengers had
been isolated in their cabins on the Ambition, while other passengers will not be able to
disembark in the port. They added that there was "no reason” to link the outbreak to the
hantavirus outbreak on a separate cruise ship. Ambassador Cruise Line told the BBC in a
statement that "a number of guests and crew onboard Ambition have display or are
displaying symptoms consistent with gastrointestinal illness". The cruise line said that as of
11:00 BST on Wednesday, 48 passengers were displaying symptoms consistent with
gastrointestinal illness, as well as one crew member.
(BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)
CLIMBERS CLEAR PATH TO EVEREST SUMMIT PAST GIANT CHUNK OF ICE
An elite team of Nepali climbers have managed to clear a way to the summit of Mount
Everest, as experts warn of overcrowding this climbing season. Hundreds of mountaineers
and their guides have been stranded for the past few weeks at the Everest Base Camp in
Nepal after a huge chunk of ice blocked their only viable route. The Nepali climbers
managed to fix ropes and ladders as they found a way past the obstacle on Wednesday
morning. Other climbers can now start climbing up using these ropes. Almost 500 foreign
climbers have been granted permits to scale the 8,849m peak this year. Most attempt the
ascent with at least one Nepali guide, who do not require permits.
(BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)
GAZA SISTERS WIN PRIZE FOR TURNING RUBBLE INTO REUSABLE BRICKS
Two teenage sisters from Gaza have won an environmental award for turning rubble into
reusable bricks, saying they wanted to "turn destruction into something useful". Farah and
Tala Mousa, who live in a tent and have been repeatedly displaced since their home was
bombed, have been named the Middle East regional winners of the youth-focused Earth
Prize. "After our entire city turned into rubble, everything around us pushed us to think about
a solution," 17-year-old Tala told the BBC. The sisters plan to use their $12,500 prize to
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teach others to produce the bricks and "participate in reconstruction themselves, instead of
waiting only for outside help," 15-year-old Farah said. The UN estimates 1.9 million people in
Gaza - nearly 90% of the population - have been displaced since war began in 2023,
triggered by the Hamas-led attack on southern Israel on 7 October. Israel responded by
launching a military campaign against Hamas in the territory.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)

GHANA TO EVACUATE 300 FROM SOUTH AFRICA OVER ANTI-IMMIGRANT
PROTESTS

Ghana says it will evacuate 300 citizens from South Africa following a recent wave of
protests against foreign nationals. Foreign Minister Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa said in a post
on X on Tuesday that the Ghanaian president had granted approval for their "immediate
evacuation". He said the "distressed" Ghanaians had registered at the country's embassy in
Pretoria to be rescued in response to an advisory by the foreign ministry "following the latest
wave of xenophobic attacks". Last week, South African authorities denied that anyone had
been attacked , saying the widely circulated videos were fake.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN DRONE ATTACKS KILL NINE IN UKRAINE AFTER CEASEFIRE EXPIRES
Nine people have been killed and at least 28 injured in the latest Russian drone attacks
across Ukraine, local officials have said. They said the worst-hit was the central
Dnipropetrovsk region, where eight people were killed and 11 Injured throughout Tuesday.
One casually was reported in the eastern Donetsk region. Overall, 14 regions were attacked.
On Wednesday morning, President Volodymyr Zelensky said more than 100 Russian drones
were currently over Ukraine, warning of "more waves" of attacks throughout the day.
Meanwhile, Russian officials said a gas processing plant and two other industrial facilities in
three regions were hit by Ukrainian drones overnight. No casualties were reported.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)

UK PROMISES JETS, DRONES AND WARSHIP FOR STRAIT OF HORMUZ DEFENCE
MISSION

The UK has said it will contribute drones, fighter jets and a warship to a joint mission aimed
at safeguarding shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. Defence minister John Healey announced
the package at a virtual summit of defence ministers on Tuesday. It includes autonomous
systems to detect and clear naval mines, drone boats and Typhoon jets for air patrols. More
than 40 other nations are involved in the mission, which Healey said would be begin when
conditions allow. For months Iran has been controlling the Strait of Hormuz - one of the
world's busiest oil shipping channels - in retaliation for US and israeli attacks. More than
1,000 British personnel are already deployed in the region as part of existing defensive
operations, including counter-drone teams and fast jet squadrons, the ministry said.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)

LEBANON SAYS TWO PARAMEDICS AMONG 13 KILLED IN ISRAELI STRIKES

Israeli air strikes have killed at least 13 people in southern Lebanon, state media say, where
a ceasefire has failed to stop the war between Israel and the Lebanese armed group
Hezbollah. Overnight, six people were killed and seven others were injured when a house in
Kfar Dounine was hit, according to Lebanon's state-run National News Agency (NNA). On
Tuesday afternoon, Lebanon's health ministry said two paramedics from the state-run
Lebanese Civil Defence emergency service were killed and a third was injured in an Israeli
strike on Nabatieh, as they carried out a rescue mission in response to an earlier attack that
killed one person. (BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)

PHILIPPINE SENATE IN LOCKDOWN AFTER GUNSHOTS FIRED

The Philippine Senate is in lockdown with military personnel seen entering the building
where a senator wanted by the International Criminal Court had sought refuge. Rounds of
gunfire have been heard - it's not clear who fired the shots. There were no immediate reports
of casualties. Senator Ronald Dela Rosa said earlier he believed his arrest was imminent
and urged Filipinos to prevent it. His whereabouts are currently unclear. He is accused by
the ICC of killing dozens of people when he was police chief during former president Rodrigo
Duterte's war on drugs, in which thousands of alleged dealers were shot and killed. Duterte
has been held at The Hague since March 2025. (BBC News Web Page: 13/05/26, FARUK)



26
:: THE END ::



