Daily Monitoring Report

\ A\ Directorate of Monitoring
(| W Bangladesh Betar, Dhaka
/ ‘ e-mail: dmr.dm @ betar.gov.bd

‘%1“1@6@ Chaitra 19, 1432 Bangla, April 02, 2026, Thursday, No. 89, 56t year

HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has stated Bangladesh has started exchanging information and detecting assets with
identified countries to recover laundered money abroad. [BBC: 03]

R measles outhreak in country has taken a worrying shape. So far, 15 people have died of measles in
various areas including Rajshahi--confirmed Health Services Division Secretary Kamruzzaman Chowdhury.

[Jago FM: 19]
Health & Family Welfare Minister Sardar Md Sakhawat Hossain has said an emergency measles
vaccination campaign will begin on Sunday targeting children aged 6 months to 10 years. [BBC: 04]

Iran’s ambassador to Dhaka, Jalil Rahimi Jahanabadi, has voiced dissatisfaction over the statement issued
by BD govt. regarding Iran issue. Iran expects Bangladesh will condemn the role of aggressive forces.

[DW: 15]
R Bangladeshi national has been killed in the United Arab Emirates when shrapnel from an intercepted
drone landed on a farm in the Al Rifaa area of Fujairah. [BBC: 11]

Bangladesh achieved unprecedented growth in denim exports to the US market in 2025, this has further
strengthened Bangladesh's position far ahead of global competitors. [Jago FM: 18]

Iran has approved the passing of 6 Bangladeshi fuel ships through the Strait of Hormuz amid a serious
fuel crisis in the South Asian country during the US-Israel war against Iran. [BBC: 04]

US President Donald Trump has claimed that he will probably end the war in Iran within the next two
weeks. [DW: 16]

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has said that Iran has the good will to end the war with the
United States and Israel if certain conditions are met. [BBC: 13]

US President Donald Trump is "seriously considering" withdrawing the United States from NATO0, calling
the alliance a "paper tiger." [BBC: 12]
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IRAN WAR ECONOMIC SHOCKS WILL LAST 'MONTHS', SAYS AUSTRALIA'S PM
Australia's Prime Minister has warned the economic shock from the war involving Iran will
"be with us for months", as he delivered a rare televised address to the nation. Speaking on
Wednesday, Anthony Albanese said the conflict had driven the biggest spike in petrol and
diesel prices in history, and households were already feeling the strain. "Australia is not an
active participant in this war. But all Australians are paying higher prices because of it," he
added. Addresses of this kind have been used at moments of international importance, last
seen in the country during the Covid pandemic and before that the 2008 financial crisis.
Australia is among a host of nations that have seen fuel prices increase sharply since the
start of the US-Israel war with Iran and the effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz. The
near-total blockade of international shipping in the vital waterway - through which around
20% of the world's oil and natural gas flows - has led governments around the world to begin
implementing measures to conserve fuel. Albanese has previously sought to reassure
motorists following reports of panic-buying and petrol stations running dry.

(BBC Web page : 01.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

BILLION-PLUS PEOPLE, 3 MILLION OFFICIALS, 33 QUESTIONS - INDIA BEGINS
HUGE CENSUS

Does your house have a concrete roof or a thatched one? What is your main cereal? Do you
have internet access - or just a basic mobile phone? And how many married couples live
under your roof? These are among the 33 questions that more than a billion Indians will be
asked as the country launches the world's largest census on Wednesday, marking the first
population count in more than 15 years. The two-phase exercise, billed as the world's most
ambitious of its kind, will see more than three million officials spend a year counting every
person in India. India's 16th census - the eighth since independence in 1947 - will also
include caste data and is seen as crucial for policy, welfare delivery and political
representation in the world's most populous country. With more than 1.4 billion people, India
overtook China in 2023, according to the United Nations Population Fund. Yet, falling fertility
and a median age of 28 mean it remains one of the world's youngest countries, with nearly
70% of its population of working age.(BBC Web page : 01.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

OIL BRIEFLY FALLS BELOW $100 AND SHARES JUMP ON TRUMP IRAN WAR
PLEDGE

Oil prices briefly fell below $100 a barrel and shares opened higher in Europe on
Wednesday after President Donald Trump said the US will leave Iran in "two to three weeks"
regardless of whether a deal is struck with Tehran. Brent crude ticked down to $98.65 before
inching back up to $101 following Trump's pledge and ahead of a speech this evening when
he will "provide an important update on Iran”. In the UK, the FTSE 100 index rose 1.3%. In
Germany, the Dax traded 2.1% higher and France's Cac added 1.8%. Since the US-Israel
war with Iran, oil and gas prices have soared after Tehran threatened to attack vessels using
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the Strait of Hormuz, effectively shutting the key shipping route. On Wednesday,
QatarEnergy said a fuel oil tanker the company leased had been "the subject of a missile
attack" in the early hours of the morning. It said none of the crew members on board had
been injured and there is no impact on the environment as a result of this incident. Qatar's
Ministry of Defence said Iran had fired three cruise missiles, two of which were intercepted
while the third hit the tanker. Speaking from the Oval Office on Tuesday, Trump said Iran is
"begging to make a deal" but whether it happens or not is "irrelevant” to America's timetable.
(BBC Web page : 01.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

DIVORCED COUPLES IN JAPAN CAN NOW SHARE CUSTODY OF THEIR CHILDREN
Divorced couples in Japan are now allowed to share custody of their children, after a
landmark revision to Japan's Civil Code took effect on Wednesday. Before the amendment
was approved by parliament in 2024, Japan was the only G7 country that did not recognise
the legal concept of joint custody. Custody was typically granted to one parent - in most
cases the mother - who had power to cut off the other parent's access to their children.
Domestic and international criticism has been mounting against the sole custody system in
Japan, which critics say led many divorcees to become estranged from their children after
losing custody of them. Previously, divorcing couples in Japan were free to decide custody
and visitation arrangements. But if they went to court over it, custody would only be awarded
to one parent. Under the new law, a family court can decide whether to grant sole or joint
custody to divorcing couples. Parents who divorced under the old system are also now
eligible to have their custody arrangement reviewed by the family court. The Civil Code
revision also mandates child support payments after divorce, allowing the parent living with
the child to claim 20,000 yen (£95; $125) from their ex-spouse every month.

(BBC Web page : 01.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

CHINA IS TRYING TO PLAY PEACEMAKER IN THE IRAN WAR - WILL IT WORK?

As the war in the Middle East enters its second month, choking the world's energy supply
and sending oil prices soaring, China is trying to step in as a peacemaker. It comes as
President Donald Trump says US military action in Iran could end in "two to three weeks",
but there is no clear sense yet of how that will happen or what comes after. China joins
Pakistan, which has emerged as an unlikely mediator in the US-Israel war against Iran.
Officials in Beijing and Islamabad have presented a five-point plan with the aim of bringing
about a ceasefire and re-opening the vital Strait of Hormuz. Pakistan, which has been a US
ally in the past, seems to have won over Trump to mediate this conflict. Beijing, however, is
entering the fray as a rival to Washington, ahead of crucial trade talks between Chinese
leader Xi Jinping and Trump next month. China's backing on this is "very important," says
Zhu Yongbiao, a Middle East expert and director of the Centre for Afghanistan Studies at
Lanzhou University.(BBC Web page : 01.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

UK WILL SEEK CLOSER TIES WITH EU IN LIGHT OF IRAN WAR, STARMER SAYS

The UK will pursue closer economic ties with the European Union in light of the war in Iran,
Sir Keir Starmer has said. The prime minister told a news conference he would use a summit
with the EU later this year to seek more cooperation with the bloc on the economy and
security. It comes as relations between the US and the UK have been increasingly strained
by the PM's refusal to be drawn further into the war with Iran. In his speech, Sir Keir warned
the conflict would impact the UK but sought to reassure the public the government was
taking action to ease the cost of living. The PM is facing calls from opposition parties to set
out now how the government plans to protect people from rising energy costs. The
Conservatives and Reform UK are both calling for VAT to be taken off household energy
bills, while arguing the hike in fuel duty scheduled for September should be cancelled. The
Liberal Democrats are also calling for the increase not to go ahead, while the Greens say the
government should commit billions of pounds now to subsidise energy bills from July, when
the price cap is recalculated. Plaid Cymru said the government should set out now what
support would be available if energy bills rise, while the SNP argues Holyrood should control
energy policy.(BBC Web page : 01.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

- THE END ::



