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HIGHLIGHTS

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shama Obaed has said 6 Bangladeshis have been killed so far in the

ongoing war in Middle East. The bodies of 3 victims have already heen repatriated with state assistance.
[BBC: 03]

The measles outbreak continues in country. Govt. has reported 94 suspected measles deaths, mostly
among children, over the past 19 days in different parts of country. [Jago FM: 16]

WHO says that "immunity gap" in routine childhood immunisation over past 2 years in BD the primary
reason behind current measles outbreak. [DW: 12]

Traders have expressed dissatisfaction with govt.’s dicision to close all shops & markets by 6 pm. They
said, closing the shops will have a negative impact on sales & will also affect the overall economy.
[Jago FM: 16]

Despite govt.'s directive to close shopping malls by 6 pm, traders in capital's New Market area were
seen keeping most of their shops open & continuing their business even after stipulated time.
[Jago FM: 16]

TIB has expressed deep disappointment over the recommendation to repeal 2 ordinances relating to the
appointment of SC judges & a separate secretariat, & suspension of NHRC ordinance in name of review.
[DW: 10]

The country's export earnings have continued a downward trend for the eighth consecutive month.
Exporters & experts have largely attributed the decline to reduce shipments in the RMG sector.
[Jago FM: 13]

FAO says, food prices have begun to rise in the global market due to the ongoing war bhetween the US &
Israel with Iran. [BBC: 08]
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BBC

MYANMAR'S COUP LEADER WHO SET OFF A BRUTAL CIVIL WAR BECOMES
PRESIDENT

Just seven days after he made the fateful decision to launch his coup against the elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi on 1 February 2021, General Min Aung Hlaing made a
promise; to hold elections, and return to civilian rule, within a year. It has taken him five
years to fulfil that promise. Today, the newly-elected parliament chose him to be the next
president. Min Aung Hlaing has already stepped down as armed forces commander, as
required by the constitution before he can take the post of president. But this is civilian rule
in name only. The parliament, sitting for the first time since the coup, is filled with his
loyalists. With the armed forces guaranteed one quarter of the seats, and the military's own
party, the USDP, winning nearly 80% of the remaining seats in an election which was tilted
heavily in its favour, this was a preordained outcome. More of a coronation, than an election.
(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

FRANCE'S MUSLIM GATHERING BAN OVERTURNED BY COURTS

A major gathering of Muslims in northern Paris is going ahead as planned after a French
court overturned a government bid to ban it. The Paris police department argued that the
four-day Annual Encounter of Muslims of France was a security threat because it could be a
target of terrorism. But the organisers — the Muslims of France (MF) association — sought an
emergency injunction to let the event go ahead, arguing that a ban would be a breach of
basic liberties. The administrative court agreed and overturned the government decree, just
two hours before the planned 14:00 (13:00 BST) opening. The court said in its ruling that
elements provided by police "did not establish the risk of counter-demonstrations, or that the
gathering would be targeted by far-right groups". It also dismissed the argument that the
event would pose an unacceptable strain on police resources, noting that the organisers had
themselves assured extra security.(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
INTERNATIONAL LAW EXPERTS ALLEGE VIOLATIONS IN IRAN WAR

More than 100 experts on international law have signed an open letter expressing "profound
concern" about what they see as serious violations of international law by the US, Israel and
Iran in the Middle East war. They say the US-Israeli decision to attack on Iran was a clear
breach of the United Nations Charter, which prohibits the use of force outside of self-defence
or when authorised by the UN Security Council. The experts point to "alarming rhetoric"
being used by officials, including US President Donald Trump's threats to "obliterate" Iran's
power plants. In response, the White House said Trump was making the entire region safer
and dismissed what it described as "so-called experts".

(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

'THIS HAS GOT ME WORRIED': IRANIANS FEAR WHAT COMES NEXT AFTER US
STRIKE ON KARAJ BRIDGE

US President Donald Trump has warned Iran that there will be strikes on its bridges and
electric power plants if its leaders do not agree to his terms to end the war. It came after
Iranian media said eight people were killed and almost 100 injured when a bridge under
construction in the city of Karaj, west of Tehran, was bombed on Thursday. Many people
had been picnicking near the B1 suspension bridge for the 13th day of the Nowruz holidays
when it was targeted twice by US warplanes. "Our Military, the greatest and most powerful
(by far!) anywhere in the World, hasn't even started destroying what's left in Iran," Trump
wrote on Truth Social. "New Regime leadership knows what has to be done, and has to be
done, FAST!" However, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said on his X account that
"striking civilian structures, including unfinished bridges, will not compel Iranians to
surrender". He declared that the strike on the bridge "only conveys the defeat and moral
collapse of an enemy in disarray”, and that "damage to America's standing" would "never
recover". (BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TRUMP REMOVES US ATTORNEY GENERAL PAM BONDI

US President Donald Trump has removed Attorney General Pam Bondi - a longtime ally and
fierce defender of his administration - from her post as America's top law enforcement
officer. Trump praised her in a post on Truth Social and said she would be "transitioning" to
a role in the private sector. Bondi's time leading the justice department was often
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overshadowed by its handling of the release of files relating to Jeffrey Epstein and its
investigation into the convicted sex offender. She is the second Trump administration official
in recent weeks to be cut from her post, after Kristi Noem was ousted as homeland security
chief in March. Bondi will be replaced by her former deputy, Todd Blanche. Blanche denied
US media reports that Bondi's handling of the Epstein files had been a factor in Trump's
thinking. "As President Trump said today, the attorney general made our country safe again,
and she is a friend and did a great job in the first year of this administration," he told Fox
News on Thursday evening.(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HEGSETH ASKS US ARMY'S TOP GENERAL TO STEP DOWN

US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth has asked Army Chief of Staff Randy George to step
down from his post, according to CBS News, the BBC's US partner. Chief Pentagon
spokesman Sean Parnell said in a statement on social media that George "will be retiring
from his position as the 41st chief of staff of the army effective immediately”. The US Army
chief normally serves a four-year term. George, a career military officer who graduated from
the West Point military academy, was nominated for the role in 2023 by former President
Joe Biden. The latest shake-up comes after Trump said in an address to the nation that the
US-Israel war with Iran was expected to conclude "very shortly". George served as an
infantry officer in the first Gulf War and in recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. It was not
immediately clear why he was being asked to leave.

(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

CUBA TO RELEASE MORE THAN 2,000 PRISONERS AS US PRESSURE MOUNTS
Cuba will free 2,010 prisoners as part of a "humanitarian and sovereign gesture", its
government announced on Thursday, as it faces continued political pressure from the US.
Those freed will include foreign nationals, young people, women and those aged over 60, a
statement from the Cuban embassy in the US said. It said the release was taking place "in
the context of the religious celebrations of Holy Week, which is a customary practice in our
criminal justice system". Since returning to the White House, US President Donald Trump
has made clear his desire to change Cuba's Communist leadership and has blocked oll
shipments to the island, causing severe fuel shortages and widespread blackouts. Last
week, a Russian-owned tanker carrying an estimated 730,000 barrels of crude oil became
the first to dock in one of Cuba's ports since early January. Cuba holds hundreds of political
prisoners behind bars, according to Human Rights Watch, with government critics subject to
harassment and criminal prosecution. (BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

- THE END ::
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BBC

MYANMAR'S COUP LEADER WHO SET OFF A BRUTAL CIVIL WAR BECOMES
PRESIDENT

Just seven days after he made the fateful decision to launch his coup against the elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi on 1 February 2021, General Min Aung Hlaing made a
promise; to hold elections, and return to civilian rule, within a year. It has taken him five
years to fulfil that promise. Today, the newly-elected parliament chose him to be the next
president. Min Aung Hlaing has already stepped down as armed forces commander, as
required by the constitution before he can take the post of president. But this is civilian rule
in name only. The parliament, sitting for the first time since the coup, is filled with his
loyalists. With the armed forces guaranteed one quarter of the seats, and the military's own
party, the USDP, winning nearly 80% of the remaining seats in an election which was tilted
heavily in its favour, this was a preordained outcome. More of a coronation, than an election.
(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

FRANCE'S MUSLIM GATHERING BAN OVERTURNED BY COURTS

A major gathering of Muslims in northern Paris is going ahead as planned after a French
court overturned a government bid to ban it. The Paris police department argued that the
four-day Annual Encounter of Muslims of France was a security threat because it could be a
target of terrorism. But the organisers — the Muslims of France (MF) association — sought an
emergency injunction to let the event go ahead, arguing that a ban would be a breach of
basic liberties. The administrative court agreed and overturned the government decree, just
two hours before the planned 14:00 (13:00 BST) opening. The court said in its ruling that
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elements provided by police "did not establish the risk of counter-demonstrations, or that the
gathering would be targeted by far-right groups". It also dismissed the argument that the
event would pose an unacceptable strain on police resources, noting that the organisers had
themselves assured extra security.(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
INTERNATIONAL LAW EXPERTS ALLEGE VIOLATIONS IN IRAN WAR

More than 100 experts on international law have signed an open letter expressing "profound
concern" about what they see as serious violations of international law by the US, Israel and
Iran in the Middle East war. They say the US-Israeli decision to attack on Iran was a clear
breach of the United Nations Charter, which prohibits the use of force outside of self-defence
or when authorised by the UN Security Council. The experts point to "alarming rhetoric"
being used by officials, including US President Donald Trump's threats to "obliterate" Iran's
power plants. In response, the White House said Trump was making the entire region safer
and dismissed what it described as "so-called experts".

(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

'THIS HAS GOT ME WORRIED'": IRANIANS FEAR WHAT COMES NEXT AFTER US
STRIKE ON KARAJ BRIDGE

US President Donald Trump has warned Iran that there will be strikes on its bridges and
electric power plants if its leaders do not agree to his terms to end the war. It came after
Iranian media said eight people were killed and almost 100 injured when a bridge under
construction in the city of Karaj, west of Tehran, was bombed on Thursday. Many people
had been picnicking near the B1 suspension bridge for the 13th day of the Nowruz holidays
when it was targeted twice by US warplanes. "Our Military, the greatest and most powerful
(by far!) anywhere in the World, hasn't even started destroying what's left in Iran,"” Trump
wrote on Truth Social. "New Regime leadership knows what has to be done, and has to be
done, FAST!" However, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said on his X account that
"striking civilian structures, including unfinished bridges, will not compel Iranians to
surrender”. He declared that the strike on the bridge "only conveys the defeat and moral
collapse of an enemy in disarray"”, and that "damage to America's standing" would "never
recover". (BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TRUMP REMOVES US ATTORNEY GENERAL PAM BONDI

US President Donald Trump has removed Attorney General Pam Bondi - a longtime ally and
fierce defender of his administration - from her post as America's top law enforcement
officer. Trump praised her in a post on Truth Social and said she would be "transitioning" to
a role in the private sector. Bondi's time leading the justice department was often
overshadowed by its handling of the release of files relating to Jeffrey Epstein and its
investigation into the convicted sex offender. She is the second Trump administration official
in recent weeks to be cut from her post, after Kristi Noem was ousted as homeland security
chief in March. Bondi will be replaced by her former deputy, Todd Blanche. Blanche denied
US media reports that Bondi's handling of the Epstein files had been a factor in Trump's
thinking. "As President Trump said today, the attorney general made our country safe again,
and she is a friend and did a great job in the first year of this administration,” he told Fox
News on Thursday evening.(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HEGSETH ASKS US ARMY'S TOP GENERAL TO STEP DOWN

US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth has asked Army Chief of Staff Randy George to step
down from his post, according to CBS News, the BBC's US partner. Chief Pentagon
spokesman Sean Parnell said in a statement on social media that George "will be retiring
from his position as the 41st chief of staff of the army effective immediately”. The US Army
chief normally serves a four-year term. George, a career military officer who graduated from
the West Point military academy, was nominated for the role in 2023 by former President
Joe Biden. The latest shake-up comes after Trump said in an address to the nation that the
US-Israel war with Iran was expected to conclude "very shortly". George served as an
infantry officer in the first Gulf War and in recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. It was not
immediately clear why he was being asked to leave.

(BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

CUBA TO RELEASE MORE THAN 2,000 PRISONERS AS US PRESSURE MOUNTS
Cuba will free 2,010 prisoners as part of a "humanitarian and sovereign gesture", its
government announced on Thursday, as it faces continued political pressure from the US.
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Those freed will include foreign nationals, young people, women and those aged over 60, a
statement from the Cuban embassy in the US said. It said the release was taking place "in
the context of the religious celebrations of Holy Week, which is a customary practice in our
criminal justice system". Since returning to the White House, US President Donald Trump
has made clear his desire to change Cuba's Communist leadership and has blocked oil
shipments to the island, causing severe fuel shortages and widespread blackouts. Last
week, a Russian-owned tanker carrying an estimated 730,000 barrels of crude oil became
the first to dock in one of Cuba's ports since early January. Cuba holds hundreds of political
prisoners behind bars, according to Human Rights Watch, with government critics subject to
harassment and criminal prosecution. (BBC Web page : 03.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

- THE END ::



