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HIGHLIGHTS

The government has taken a series of austerity & energy-saving measures to address the ongoing energy
crisis triggered by the Middle East conflict. [Jago FM: 13]

According to the decisions, government & private offices will now remain open from 9:00am to 4:00pm,
while shopping malls & retail shops must close by 6:00pm. [Jago FM: 13]

Bangladesh is set to import 1 lakh tonnes of crude oil from Saudi Arabia through an alternative route to
avoid complications in the Strait of Hormuz. [BBC: 03]

The Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission has increased the price of liquefied petroleum gas at the
consumer level. The price of 12-kg cylinder of LPG jumped to Tk 1,728 from Tk 1,341. [Jago FM: 14]

Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission has said the price of cylinder gas has heen adjusted due to
increase in gas prices in the int'l market & increase in shipping costs. [BBC: 07]

Many energy experts think the increase in LPG prices without a public hearing as arbitrariness on the
part of Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission. [BBC: 07]

Public health experts say the people of country are now paying the price for the "short sightedness" of
the previous interim govt. led by Muhammad Yunus in purchasing vaccines. [BBC: 05]

The 1l-party alliance led by Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami has announced a protest rally in capital
tomorrow demanding implementation of the referendum verdict through constitutional reform.  [BBC: 04]

Rccording to Road Safety Foundation, a total of 298 people were killed in 373 road accidents across

country from March 14 to 28, during the Eid-ul-Fitr trips. [DW: 10]
China has called for an immediate ceasefire in the Middle East, after US President Donald Trump
threatened heavy strikes on Iran in the coming weeks. [BBC: 08]
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BBC

IRAN WAR OBJECTIVES 'NEARING COMPLETION' IN ADDRESS TO NATION : TRUMP
President Donald Trump has told the nation in a televised speech that the US military has
nearly completed its goals in the Iran war. He vowed to strike Iran "extremely hard" over the
next two to three weeks and finish the job "very fast”, without setting any timeline for ending
the conflict. In his primetime address, Trump called for countries that receive oil through the
Strait of Hormuz to show "courage" and seize the key waterway, which has been effectively
closed by Iranian attacks since the conflict began. The president is grappling with rocketing
gas prices and sliding personal popularity ratings as the war continues into its fifth week and
US midterm elections loom in November. Wednesday night's speech did little immediately to
reassure global oil markets that disruption to the Strait of Hormuz shipping route will ease
anytime soon. (BBC Web page : 02.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TRUMP LEAVES KEY QUESTIONS UNANSWERED AS HE SEEKS TO CALM NERVES
OVER IRAN WAR

President Donald Trump's address from the White House on Wednesday evening was -
despite some speculation beforehand - largely a rehash of what he has been saying for days
about the Iran war. In a 20-minute primetime speech, he said the "core strategic objectives"




17

of the US-Israeli military operation were "nearing completion" after a month of war and
projected it would last another two to three weeks. There were the usual threats against Iran,
too, including a repeated pledge to bomb the country "back to the stone age". If you were to
copy and paste his posts on Truth Social over the last week or so, you would not be far off
this address to the nation. The president did attempt to persuade Americans of the merits of
this war. There is good reason for that, as polls suggest a consistent majority of voters
disapprove of the military operation he launched on 28 February. Trump urged Americans to
see this war as an "investment" in their future, and suggested it was nothing compared to
other conflicts over the past century or more in which the US has ended up being involved
for far longer. (BBC Web page : 02.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

IRANIAN NOBEL LAUREATE SUFFERED SUSPECTED HEART ATTACK IN PRISON
The brother of Iranian Nobel Peace Prize winner Narges Mohammadi says he fears her life
is in imminent danger after she suffered a suspected heart attack in prison in north-western
Iran. Hamidreza Mohammadi, who is based in Norway, told the BBC that the 53-year-old
human rights activist was found unconscious in her bed by fellow inmates at Zanjan Prison
last week. She was taken to the prison infirmary but officials refused to transfer her to a
hospital despite her history of heart and lung problems, he said. She also suffers from
severe blood pressure fluctuations. He demanded that she be released immediately for a
thorough medical examination. He also warned that strikes and explosions near the prison
since the start of the US-Israeli war with Iran a month ago had only added to her stress.
"This war has had a terrible effect on prisoners in Iran. If the prison gets hit, if the prisoners
need immediate medical attention, they will not get anything and their lives are in danger,"
he told the BBC's Newsday programme. (BBC Web page : 02.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
MAGNITUDE 7.4 EARTHQUAKE HITS OFF INDONESIA, KILLING ONE

A 7.4-magnitude earthquake struck in the Molucca Sea off Indonesia's Ternate island early
Thursday, killing at least one person. The quake, which struck at 06:48 local time (22:48
GMT) at a depth of 35km, sparked tsunami warnings which have since been withdrawn. A
70-year-old woman in North Sulawesi died after being crushed by building debris, and
another person broke their leg after jumping off a building, Indonesia's national news agency
Antara reported. While the region experiences high levels of seismic activity, some residents
told the BBC this was one of the strongest earthquakes they have felt in at least the past six
years. The Hawaii-based Pacific Tsunami Warning Center initially warned that tsunami
waves less than 0.3m (1 ft) "were possible" along the coasts of Guam, Japan, Malaysia,
Papua New Guinea, the Philippines and Taiwan. The tsunami alert was lifted after two
hours. (BBC Web page : 02.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

MAN DIES IN STORM AS SAHARAN DUST SHROUDS CRETE

A man has died near Athens as a storm hits parts of Greece with gale-force winds and
flooding, while a Saharan dust storm enveloped the island of Crete. The man was found
under a car in the Nea Makri rural area early on Thursday, according to the fire department.
Storm Erminio has flooded streets, closed some schools and moored ferries. Meanwhile,
some flights were disrupted on Crete on Wednesday after dust from an African storm filled
the air, turning the sky red-orange. The weather is expected to be bad on Thursday in most
areas of the country "with long-lasting and intense rains and storms and possibly with local
hail", according to the national meteorological service.

(BBC Web page : 02.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

ELON MUSK'S SPACEX SET TO GO PUBLIC IN $1 TRILLION SHARE LISTING

Elon Musk's SpaceX is poised to become one of the most valuable publicly traded
companies in the world. The company, which manufactures rockets, space exploration
technology and Starlink satellites, is currently privately held. But on Wednesday it made a
confidential filing with the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) for an initial
public offering, which would allow shares to be traded in the stock market. The value of
SpaceX once it goes public is expected to surpass $1tn (£751bn). That would make its
eventual stock market debut one of the most financially significant in history. Musk's own
holding in SpaceX would put the billionaire on track to become the world's first trillionaire.
The BBC has contacted SpaceX for comment. The company is aiming to officially go public
sometime in June, according to reports in Bloomberg, Reuters and the New York Times. A
confidential IPO filing with the SEC allows a company to avoid immediately revealing
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information to the public while it requests feedback from the regulator. The next step will be
for company executives to hold "roadshows" - meetings with big investors to convince them
to buy shares. By making shares of SpaceX available for purchase by the public, the
company is looking to raise $50bn or more, according to the reports.

(BBC Web page : 02.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

US LIFTS SANCTIONS ON VENEZUELAN INTERIM LEADER DELCY RODRIGUEZ

The United States has lifted sanctions on Venezuela's interim president, Delcy Rodriguez.
The move comes less than three months after US forces seized the country's previous
leader, Nicolds Maduro, and his wife in a military raid in Caracas and took them to New York
to face drug trafficking charges. Rodriguez, a close ally of Maduro who served as his vice-
president, had been placed on the sanctions list in 2018, with the US accusing her of
undermining democracy. She was sworn in as interim president by Venezuela's National
Assembly, which is dominated by Maduro loyalists, days after the US raid and has been
described by Trump as "a terrific person”.(BBC Web page : 02.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

UK SAYS IRAN HOLDING WORLD ECONOMY 'HOSTAGE' WITH HORMUZ ATTACKS
Iran has been able to "hijack an international shipping route to hold the global economy
hostage”, UK Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper told a summit convened to address attacks
in the Strait of Hormuz. Representatives from more than 40 countries attended the virtual
talks on Thursday, which were billed as the beginning of efforts to assemble a coalition
capable of ensuring security in the Gulf shipping channel. Iran has attacked several vessels
in the Strait in response to the war waged against it by the US and Israel, disrupting energy
exports and sending global fuel prices soaring. The summit would focus on diplomatic
measures as opposed to military options, Cooper said at the beginning of the talks. The
foreign secretary said: "We have seen Iran hijack an international shipping route to hold the
global economy hostage. "This is hitting the trading routes for Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the
UAE, Saudi, Oman, Iraq, but that means liquid natural gas for Asia, fertiliser for Africa, and
jet fuel for the world. "That Iranian recklessness towards countries who were never involved
in this conflict, which we and 130 countries across the world have strongly condemned at the
United Nations, is not just hitting mortgage rates and petrol prices and the cost of living here
in the UK and in many different countries across the world, it is hitting our global economic
security." On Wednesday, US President Donald Trump said it was for other nations to "build
up some delayed courage" and reopen the route. (BBC Web page : 02.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

- THE END ::



