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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said, there is no alternative to building merit-based, efficient and
people-friendly public administration to build desired Bangladesh. (R. Today: 19)

The Prime Minister gives directives for swift rehabilitation for street hawkers recently removed from
various parts of Dhaka. (R. Today: 18)

Finance Minister Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury has said, different initiatives are being taken to
ensure that benefits of democratization of economy reach to the countrymen. (Jago FM: 14)

Eleven more people have died of measles like symptoms in 24 hours till yersterday. (R. Today: 20)

BEMEAR says, production costs in country's ready-made garment sector have increased by more than 20
percent due to rising fuel prices and supply shortages. (Jago FM: 15)

Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime unit has arrested four suspected members of fraud gang for
allegedly swindling money from students by promising access to leaked question papers for ongoing SSC

and its equivalent examinations. (Jago FM: 13)

United States has suspended issuance of immigrant visas for citizens of T5 countries, including
Bangladesh. (R. Today: 19)

Two Bangladeshi students missing in United States have heen reported dead, law enforcement agency
has arrested one suspect. (BBC: 09)

Despite extension of ceasefire hetween Israel and Lebanon, exchange of fire continues. (BBC: 07)

The Iranian Foreign Minister has outlined Tehran's position for a conclusive and lasting ceasefire in a
meeting with Pakistan’s Army Chief in Islamabad. (BBC: 10)
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BBC
SEVEN DEAD IN MAJOR RUSSIAN ATTACK ON UKRAINE
At least seven people were killed in Russian strikes across Ukraine overnight, including five
in the central city of Dnipro, where officials said an apartment building was hit. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky said the latest attack lasted "practically all night", while
rescue workers were still searching for survivors under rubble in Dnipro on Saturday morning.
British jets were scrambled from Romania during the heavy attack when Russian drones
were detected near the border, though the UK Ministry of Defence rejected a report it had
shot some down. Meanwhile, Ukraine carried out some of its longest-distance drone strikes
deep inside Russian territory. In Yekaterinburg, almost 1,000 miles (1,600km) from Ukraine's
border, the governor said six people were injured when a building was struck - while in
nearby Chelyabinsk, a local leader said drones targeting an industrial facility were
intercepted. Russian missiles and drones also targeted the northern city of Chernihiv, where
officials said two people were killed, as well as Odesa and Kharkiv. Ukrainian authorities
said they repelled the vast majority of the more than 600 Russian drones, which appears to
have been the largest attack in several days. Zelensky wrote on social media: "The
Russians' tactics have not changed: strike drones, cruise missiles, and a significant amount
of ballistics. (BBC Web page : 25.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
PALESTINIANS IN WEST BANK AND SOME IN GAZA VOTE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS
Palestinians are voting in local elections on Saturday, including the first poll of any kind to be
held in Gaza since 2006. Elections are taking place across the occupied West Bank, as well
as in Deir al-Balah in central Gaza where Hamas operates. Hamas was not allowed to stand
and several other factions have boycotted it over a requirement that candidates recognise
the authority of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO), which dominates the
Palestinian Authority (PA) governing the parts of the occupied West Bank not under Israeli
control. Fatah, the faction led by President Mahmoud Abbas and which dominates the PLO,
was violently ousted from Gaza after the last elections there, which Hamas won triggering a
power struggle between the two groups. More than a million voters across the Palestinian
territories are eligible to take part, according to the Ramallah-based Central Elections
Commission, including 70,000 in Deir al-Balah, where 12 polling stations were scheduled to
operate. Results are expected late on Saturday or on Sunday. While Hamas was not on the
ballot in Deir al-Balah, Reuters news agency reported that one slate of candidates was
widely seen as being aligned with it. (BBC Web page : 25.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
'WE CRIED TOGETHER': TRUMP'S DEPORTATION DRIVE FORCES TOUGH
DECISIONS FOR COUPLES
Janie Pérez found it strange that her husband called her just a few minutes after leaving the
house on his way to work. When she picked up the phone, she learned why. "l think ICE is
here," her husband, Alejandro Pérez, said, referring to agents from the US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agency. "We started praying," Janie recalls, while in the background
she heard the immigration agents arresting him. At that moment, Janie - whose maiden
name is Hughes - understood her life would change forever. But she did not imagine she
would end up living in Mexico with her husband and their two young daughters. The
American woman, who does not speak Spanish, admits it's been difficult to start from
scratch in an unfamiliar country. She does not regret the move, however. "There is nothing
more important than being together." (BBC Web page : 25.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
FALKLANDS VETERAN HOPES KING CAN PERSUADE TRUMP TO 'BACK DOWN'
Falklands War veteran Simon Weston has said he hopes King Charles Ill can convince US
President Donald Trump to "back down" over reports the US could review its position on the
UK's claim to the territory. Weston told BBC Newsnight that Trump's "hissy fit" over the
sovereignty of the islands "makes our sacrifice feel slightly irrelevant". An internal Pentagon
email reported by Reuters suggested the US was considering options to punish Nato allies it
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believed had failed to support its war on Iran. BBC News has not been able to review the
email. Downing Street said that sovereignty of the Falkland Islands "rests with the UK" and
that the islanders' right to self-determination was paramount. The report regarding the US
position emerged three days before King Charles and Queen Camilla's state visit to the US.
Weston said he hoped the monarch could persuade Trump to "back down and calm down"
over the islands, which have been under British rule since 1833.

(BBC Web page : 25.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

KATYA ADLER: EUROPE'S NATO ALLIES PUSH BACK AT REPORTED US THREAT
TO SPAIN

It's become a joke - through gritted teeth - these days in EU circles, that whenever leaders
meet, as they did these last two days in Cyprus - expecting to discuss practicalities, such as
the new EU budget - they get railroaded by yet another crisis. There is the ongoing energy
crisis provoked by the US-Israel war on Iran, Russia's aggression in neighbouring Ukraine,
now in its fourth year. And this Friday morning, souring relations between Europe and the
United States, along with a potentially devastating defence impact, reared its Medusa-like
head. Again. "No worries," Spain's determined-to-appear-calm prime minister, Pedro
Sanchez, said to waiting journalists as he arrived at the leaders' summit. "We are fulfilling
our obligations toward Nato." What did he feel compelled to say he wasn't fretting about? An
email, originating from the US Pentagon and first reported by Reuters on Friday had leaked,
suggesting measures for the US to punish allies it believed had failed to support the US-
Israel campaign against Iran. The email said the US could seek to suspend Spain from Nato
over its stance. There is actually no provision in the Nato treaties to expel a member country.
And any action to bar Spain from filling key civilian or military roles in Nato, also alluded to in
the email as possible punitive action, would have to be taken unanimously amongst all Nato
members. (BBC Web page : 25.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TWO KILLED IN STRIKE ON ALLEGED DRUG BOAT IN PACIFIC OCEAN, US MILITARY
SAYS

The US military has conducted another strike on an alleged drug smuggling boat in the
eastern Pacific Ocean, killing two people, US Southern Command said. Southern Command,
whose area of responsibility includes South America, Central America and the Caribbean,
announced the strike in a post on X on Friday. "Intelligence confirmed the vessel was
transiting along known narco-trafficking routes in the Eastern Pacific and was engaged in
narco-trafficking operations," the officials said. The incident is the latest in a series of US
strikes on alleged drug trafficking boats since the Trump administration launched its
campaign in September. Southern Command said "two male narco-terrorists" were killed in
the action, and no US military forces were harmed. "On April 24, at the direction of [Southern
Command] commander Gen. Francis L Donovan, Joint Task Force Southern Spear
conducted a lethal kinetic strike on a vessel operated by Designated Terrorist
Organizations," the unit said in its post on X. (BBC Web page : 25.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



