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HIGHLIGHTS

The ongoing conflict in the Middle East has triggered an abnormal surge in global energy prices,
significantly increasing Bangladesh’s subsidy burden. [Jago FM: 10]

Finance Minister has said govt. will have to provide Tk 36,000 crore in additional subsidies heyond the
allocated amount for power, fuel & LNG sectors during the March-June period of current fiscal year.

[Jago FM: 10]
Bangladesh Shipping Corporation’s vessel Banglar Joyjatra has failed to cross the Strait of Hormuz
despite getting close as Iranian authorities refused to grant transit permission. [DW: 09]

BGB has intensified its operations & intelligence activities across the country, including border areas, to
maintain a stable supply of edible oil & curb hoarding, black marketing and smuggling.  [Jago FM: 12]

Rccording to DGHS, 4 children have died from measles & measles-like symptoms in the last 24 hours &
168 people have been infected with measles during the same period. [BBC: 05]

The ‘Welfare and Rehabilitation of the Families of Martyrs and July Fighters of the July Uprising Bill,
2026, has been unanimously passed in the National Parliament. [BBC: 03]

R Bangladeshi youth has bheen shot dead by members of the Indian Khasia community along the border
area of Companiganj upazila in Sylhet. [Jago FM: 13]

En office assistant at Baligaon High School in Feni Sadar Upazila has heen accused of embezzling
students' hoard fees. As a result, the educational careers of 92 SSC candidates are facing uncertainty.
[Jago FM: 15]
R Bangladeshi expatriate worker was killed in Israeli strike in Lebanon’s Beirut on Wednesday.
[Jago FM: 14]
French Foreign Minister Jean-Noél Barrot and Pakistani Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar have expressed
concern over "serious violations of the ceasefire" in Lebanon. [BBC: 06]
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BBC

LEBANON SAYS CEASEFIRE MUST BE IN PLACE BEFORE ISRAEL TALKS

A senior official in the Lebanese president's office has told the BBC that Lebanon will
participate in direct negotiations with Israel next week only if there is a ceasefire in place
beforehand. It comes after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu authorised direct talks
following what he said were "repeated requests from the Lebanese government”. A US State
Department official said it would host a meeting next week in Washington "to discuss
ongoing ceasefire negotiations" between the two countries. Israeli air strikes have continued
to hit Lebanon, with 21 people killed in the latest attacks, Lebanese authorities say.
Hezbollah has also fired more rockets at several places in Israel. Lebanese authorities said
the deaths included seven members of the same family in the town of Abbassieh and 11
people in Zrarieh. A medical centre in Burj Qalaway was also hit, killing two people, while a
drone strike targeted an ambulance in Toul, with no casualties reported. The Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) said it struck about 10 rocket launchers on Thursday night which it said had
fired on northern Israel. It said it was continuing to locate and destroy more.

(BBC Web page : 10.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TRUMP SAYS IRAN'S HANDLING OF STRAIT OF HORMUZ IS 'NOT THE AGREEMENT
WE HAVE'

US President Donald Trump has accused Iran of doing a "very poor job" in its handling of oil
passing through the pivotal Strait of Hormuz, arguing it was "not the agreement we have".
The comments reflect the fragile nature of the ceasefire agreement, with reports showing
conflicts on what was included in the accord. It came as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said his government was to begin direct talks with Lebanon, focusing on the
disarmament of Hezbollah, the Iran-backed militant group, and establishing peaceful
relations. A US State Department official confirmed it would host a meeting next week in
Washington "to discuss ongoing ceasefire negotiations with Israel and Lebanon”. Lebanese
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officials had called for a ceasefire before the talks begin, but Netanyahu said in a
subsequent address to residents of northern Israel.(BBC Web page : 10.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
'WE SHOULD NOT BE AT THE MERCY OF EVENTS ABROAD' - STARMER

The UK must become more resilient to deal with a "volatile and dangerous" world where
"shocks" like the conflict in Iran are frequent, the prime minister has warned. Writing in The
Guardian, Sir Keir Starmer said he was "thinking about the long-term, and remaking this
country" so that people "are not at the mercy of events abroad". Separately, he told ITV's
Talking Politics podcast he was "fed up with the fact that families across the country see
their bills go up and down... because of the actions of Putin or Trump". The prime minister is
currently on a three-day trip to the Gulf to meet regional allies. On Wednesday he met the
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Jeddah and on Thursday he travelled to the
UAE, Bahrain and Qatar. His visit comes as a fragile ceasefire pausing the Iranian conflict
has come under strain, with disagreements over whether the truce covered Lebanon.

(BBC Web page : 10.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TAIWAN OPPOSITION LEADER MEETS Xl JINPING IN BEIJING

China's President Xi Jinping received Taiwan's main opposition party leader on Friday, in a
rare meeting which saw both sides stress a desire for cross-strait peace. Cheng Li-wun is
the Kuomintang's (KMT) first sitting leader to visit China in a decade. In 2016, Beijing cut off
high-level communications with Taiwan after the ruling Democratic Progressive Party's
(DPP) Tsai Ing-wen became president, citing her refusal to endorse the concept of a single
Chinese nation. The DPP is among those who have criticised Cheng's trip, accusing her of
being "subservient" to Beijing. Beijing claims Taiwan as part of its territory and has not ruled
out taking the self-governed island by force. "The leaders of our two parties are meeting
today in order to safeguard the peace and stability of our shared homeland, to promote the
peaceful development of cross-strait relations, and to allow future generations to share in a
bright and beautiful future,” said Xi in a meeting at China's Great Hall of the People on
Friday.(BBC Web page : 10.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

INDIA PROPOSES NEW RULES TO REGULATE NEWS AND POLITICAL POSTS ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

The Indian government has proposed changes to extend its regulatory framework to a wider
range of online news voices, including influencers and podcasters on platforms such as
Facebook, YouTube and X. Last week, the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) suggested amendments to India's IT rules - which govern digital media
content - to include "users who are not publishers" who share content related to "news and
current affairs" within a "code of ethics" it currently applies to registered news publishers.
Experts say this will potentially give the government more power over news-related posts
shared by ordinary users, including independent journalists and podcasters. The government
has proposed requiring social media platforms to follow orders and guidelines if they want to
keep "safe harbour" protection - legal immunity from liability for content posted by users. The
proposed amendments have alarmed digital rights activists and independent news creators,
who say they could enforce near-total compliance with state-led censorship on social media
platforms.(BBC Web page : 10.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

RUSSIA AND UKRAINE AGREE TO ORTHODOX EASTER TRUCE

Russia and Ukraine have agreed to a truce for Orthodox Easter, with Vladimir Putin saying
he's ordered troops to cease fire "in all directions" this weekend. His declaration came after
Volodymyr Zelensky issued repeated calls for a ceasefire, all ignored by the Kremlin. Putin
said the Russian truce would run from 16:00 local time (13:00 GMT) on Saturday, 11 April
through Easter Sunday, adding that he expected Ukraine to "follow the example" of Russia.
He ordered his forces to be ready to intercept "possible enemy provocations" and any
"aggressive actions". Russia's tone, and the attempt to steal the initiative, will make
Ukrainians bristle. But Zelensky soon posted on X that Ukraine was "ready for symmetrical
steps"”. "People need an Easter free from threats and real movement toward peace,” he
wrote. "Russia has a chance not to return to strikes after Easter as well."

(BBC Web page : 10.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
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- THE END ::



