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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has expressed his government's strong stance for ensuring press freedom
in the country. (R. Today: 12)

Finance Minister Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury has said, private sector has become weak due to
previous government's excessive horrowing and government is trying to repair it. (R. Today: 15)

Government has taken initiative to change uniforms of police again following criticism about colors of
existing police uniforms introduced by interim government. (R. Today: 14)

Prime Minister’s Adviser on Information and Broadcasting Dr Zahed Ur Rahman has said transport fares
will be rationally fixed in line with recent increase in fuel prices. (Jago FM: 17)

LGRD and Cooperatives Ministry has informed that directives have been given to set up special
‘inspection room’ for MPs in every Upazila Parishad across the country. (BBC: 03)

Police have recovered bodies of three people, covered in blood, from a hill at Baharchhara Union of

Teknaf Upazila in Cox's Bazar. (R. Today: 13)
A Bangladeshi youth has been killed in a drone attack by Ukraine in Russia. (DW: 12)
US President Donald Trump has announced an extension of ceasefire with Iran. (Jago FM: 16)

Tehran has strongly condemned seizure of its flagged commercial ship 'Tuska' by US military and
demanded "immediate release" of its sailors. (BBC: 11)
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POPEMOBILE CHILD CLINIC YET TO REACH GAZA ONE YEAR AFTER FRANCIS'S
DEATH

On the first anniversary of the death of Pope Francis, one of his last wishes - to convert his
popemobile into a mobile clinic for children and send it to war-torn Gaza - is still waiting to be
granted. "It was really the wish of the Holy Father to be able to do something for the children
of Gaza," a close confidant of the late pontiff, Cardinal Anders Arborelius of Sweden, tells
me. "It's a symbol of hope." The iconic popemobile - from which the pope waved at crowds
of thousands of Palestinian Christians during his trip to the Holy Land in 2014 - was
afterwards kept on display outside a Church-owned ice-cream parlour in Bethlehem in the
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occupied West Bank. Last November, | was shown the newly refitted vehicle equipped for
trauma care and vaccinations and told it could treat up to 200 children a day. However,
today it remains in a glass case in the same place. (BBC Web page : 21.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
TRUMP SAYS US WILL NOT LIFT HORMUZ BLOCKADE UNTIL DEAL MADE WITH
IRAN

The US will not lift its blockade on Iranian ports until a deal has been reached with Tehran,
US President Donald Trump has said, amid continuing uncertainty over whether fresh talks
to end the war will take place. The blockade, which began a week ago, is "absolutely
destroying Iran", Trump wrote on his social media platform Truth Social, adding his country
was winning the conflict "by a lot". His comments come with the temporary US-Iran ceasefire
set to end on Wednesday, but with no certainty over whether a second round of peace talks
will go ahead in Pakistan. There is tightened security in Pakistan's capital in anticipation of a
meeting. But US Vice President JD Vance - set to lead the US delegation - has not yet left
Washington, while Iran says it has not decided whether to attend.

(BBC Web page : 21.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

ZELENSKY SAYS FAILURE OF US ENVOYS TO VISIT KYIV IS 'DISRESPECTFUL'
President Volodymyr Zelensky has said he considered visits by US envoys Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner to Moscow but not Kyiv "disrespectful". The pair visited the Russian
capital late last year as ceasefire talks aimed at ending the war in Ukraine gained pace, and
again in January. Witkoff, who has been to Moscow eight times, met Vladimir Putin on many
occasions. Neither he nor Kushner, however, has ever visited Kyiv in an official capacity. "It's
disrespectful [for them] to come to Moscow and not Kyiv, it's just disrespectful," Zelensky
said in an interview with a Ukrainian outlet. "l understand we have complex logistics... If they
don't want to, we can meet in other countries," he added. Witkoff, a former real estate
magnate, is Donald Trump's special envoy and Kushner is the US president's son-in-law.
(BBC Web page : 21.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

PETROL THEFTS SURGE AS IRAN WAR PUSHES UP FUEL COSTS

Petrol theft has surged by 62% compared with a year ago, according to new figures
compiled for the BBC, with one forecourt owner saying drive-offs are costing him £2,000 a
week across his five sites. The data from fuel theft recovery company Pay My Fuel comes as
petrol and diesel retailers say their staff have also faced a jump in abuse because of high
fuel prices caused by the US-Israel war with Iran. Since the conflict began, the cost of filling
a typical family car with petrol has risen by £14, while a typical tank of diesel has gone up by
about £27. The government said fuel thieves "must face the full force of the law" while police
said forces were taking a proactive approach to the issue. Josh, a petrol retailer with five
garages in the south of England, said he was experiencing about five drive-offs a week now
at each garage, whereas it was previously one or two. He shared CCTV footage with the
BBC which shows the drive-offs happening at all times of day, and at varying costs to his
business.(BBC Web page : 21.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

JAPAN LOOSENS ARMS EXPORT RULES IN BREAK FROM POST-WW2 PACIFISM
Japan has relaxed decades-old restrictions on its arms exports, clearing the way for it to sell
weapons to more than a dozen countries. The announcement on Tuesday marks a
milestone in Tokyo's shift away from the pacifism that has characterised its post-war defence
policy. It also comes at a time of heightened tensions in the region. Restrictions that limit
arms exports to just five categories - rescue, transport, warning, surveillance and
minesweeping - will be lifted. This means Japan can now sell lethal weapons to the 17
countries with which it has defence agreements, including the US and the UK. A ban on
arms sales to countries involved in conflict will stay, although it does not cover those that
have defence pacts with Japan. Authorities in Tokyo say they will allow for exceptions "in
special circumstances”. "In an increasingly severe security environment, no single country
can now protect its own peace and security alone," Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
wrote on X on Tuesday. However, she also said there was "absolutely no change in our
commitment to upholding the path and fundamental principles we have followed as a peace-
loving nation for over 80 years since the war".(BBC Web page : 21.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
ROLE OF US OFFICIALS KILLED IN CRASH IN MEXICO UNDER SCRUTINY

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum has ordered an investigation into the role played by
two US officials in a counter-narcotics operation in the northern state of Chihuahua. The two
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died alongside two Mexican officials when their car crashed on their way back from an
operation to destroy illegal drug labs, Chihuahua officials said. Sheinbaum said that neither
she nor senior members of the federal security team had been informed about any joint US-
Mexican operations. The Mexican leader has been adamant that foreign officials can only
operate on Mexican soil if given prior clearance at the federal level. Sheinbaum has come
under pressure from her US counterpart, Donald Trump, to do more to stem the flow of
drugs from Mexico to the United States but she has insisted that Mexico's "sovereignty"
cannot be breached. On Monday, Sheinbaum said "we did not have knowledge of any direct
work between Chihuahua state and personnel from the US embassy".

(BBC Web page : 21.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

NIGERIA CHARGES SIX PEOPLE WITH TREASON OVER INDEPENDENCE DAY COUP
PLOT

Six people in Nigeria, including a retired major general and a serving police inspector, have
been charged with treason for attempting to overthrow President Bola Tinubu in a coup last
year. The charges were filed by the Attorney General at the Federal High Court in the capital,
Abuja, where the defendants are due to appear before Justice Joyce Abdulmalik on
Wednesday. A seventh person - a former governor and one-time oil minister, Timipre Sylva -
was also named but the court documents said he was still at large. Rumours of the coup plot
first surfaced in October 2025 when the government abruptly cancelled a planned military
parade to mark Nigeria's 65th Independence Anniversary. At the time, officials cited security
threats - but speculation quickly linked the cancellation to a possible coup plot. The military
denied the suggestion, but in January it announced that 16 officers were to be tried before a
military court for attempting to oust the president. It is unclear whether the charges filed in
the Federal High Court, which also include terrorism and money laundering, are in addition
to the military prosecutions. (BBC Web page : 21.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TRUMP TARIFF REFUNDS BEGIN BUT CONSUMERS LIKELY TO MISS OUT

The Trump administration has begun processing refunds for billions of dollars in tariffs that
the US Supreme Court struck down in February. In what is to be the biggest repayment
programme in history, companies can apply online for money they were charged under the
so-called "Liberation Day" tariffs - plus interest - to be returned. The US Court of
International Trade in March ordered customs officials to refund the more than $160bn
(£121bn) the government had collected, putting roughly 330,000 importers in a position to
potentially win back some money. But some individual consumers, who were hit by the tariffs
indirectly through higher prices, are not expected to be compensated. The refunds relate to
levies charged by US President Donald Trump under the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA). "All importers of record whose entries were subject to IEEPA duties are
entitled to the benefit" from the high court's ruling, Judge Richard Eaton wrote in March. As
of early April, more than 56,000 importers had completed the necessary steps to apply for
refunds online when the portal opened, with their claims worth $127bn (£94bn). The portal,
known as the Consolidated Administration and Processing of Entries (Cape), went live on
Monday. (BBC Web page : 21.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



