Daily Monitoring Report

\ =3 Directorate of Monitoring
(| Bangladesh Betar, Dhaka
/) e-mail: dmr.dm @ betar.gov.bd
%%T‘TCA&\ Baishakh 08, 1433 Bangla, April 21, 2026, Tuesday, No. 108, 56t year

HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tareq Rahman has said, accountable government has been established in country after
more than a decade of fascism; people have got back their lost democratic rights. [R. Today: 24]

This year's SSC and its equivalent examinations begin today, more than 1.85 lakh candidates are
participating in the exams. [JTago FM :12]

Foreign Minister Dr. Khalilur Rahman has requested Iran to facilitate safe passage of Bangladeshi vessels
through Strait of Hormuz. [BBC : 4]

BNP has announced a list of 36 candidates for reserved women seats in Parliament, Jamaat-led 11-party
alliance finalises 13 nominees. [R. Today: 26] [BBC: 3]

Bangladesh has completed initial signing of Partnership Cooperation Agreement with European Union.
[BBC: 4]

Bangladesh Passenger Welfare Association has alleged that conmspiracy is going on to increase bus &

launch fares under leadership of influential bus & launch owners' association, violating int’l consumer
rights laws. [Jago FM: 21]

There are reports of attack, vandalism and land grabbing at a temple belonging to a local indigenous
community at Birganj Upazila in Dinajpur. [DW: 10]

Israel has carried out attack on Lebanon again, despite announcement of a ceasefire. [BBC: 1]

R 1.1 magnitude earthquake strikes at the north-east coast of Japan, triggering warnings of tsunami
waves. [BBC: 21]
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BBC

THE INSIDER TRADING SUSPICIONS LOOMING OVER TRUMP'S PRESIDENCY
Throughout US President Donald Trump's second term in office, traders have been betting
millions of dollars just before he makes major announcements. The BBC has examined
trade volume data on several financial markets and matched them to some of the president's
most significant market-moving statements. It found a consistent pattern of spikes just hours,
or sometimes minutes, before a social media post or media interview was made public.
Some analysts say it bears the hallmarks of illegal insider trading, whereby bets are made by
people based on information that is not available to the general public. Others say the
picture is more complicated and that some traders have become more adept at anticipating
the president's interventions. (BBC Web page : 20.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

JAPAN ON HIGH ALERT FOR 'HUGE' SECOND QUAKE AFTER ISSUING TSUNAMI
WARNING

Officials in Japan have warned of an increased risk of a "huge" earthquake in the next week
after a 7.7 magnitude quake struck off the north-east coast, triggering an evacuation order
and warnings of 3m tsunami waves. Thousands of people were told to leave coastal areas
for higher ground after the quake in waters off lwate prefecture, 530km (330 miles) north of
the capital Tokyo. The biggest waves measured 80cm but the meteorological agency in
earthquake-prone Japan warned that quakes "causing even stronger shaking" could occur in
the next week, producing bigger waves. Later, the agency warned the risk of a quake
measuring 8.0 or higher was now "relatively higher than during normal times". People in
Japan are still scarred by memories of a huge quake in 2011 that triggered a tsunami which
killed more than 18,000 people and caused a meltdown at the Fukushima nuclear plant.
After Monday's undersea quake, recorded at a depth of 10km, warnings of possible bigger
waves were issued to residents in areas nearest the epicentre - in Japan's main island,
Honshu, and the northern region of Hokkaido.(BBC Web page : 20.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
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TEHRAN WILL NEVER CEDE CONTROL OF STRAIT OF HORMUZ, SENIOR IRANIAN
POLITICIAN TELLS BBC

"Never." That's when a senior Iranian lawmaker says they'll be ready to give up their control
of the Strait of Hormuz. "It's our inalienable right," Ebrahim Azizi, a former commander in
Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), tells the BBC in Tehran. "Iran will decide
the right of passage, including permissions for vessels to pass through the Strait." And he
says that's about to become enshrined in law. "We are introducing a bill in parliament, based
on article 110 of the constitution, which includes the environment, maritime safety and
national security - and the armed forces will implement the law," says this member of
parliament who heads the Committee for National Security and Foreign Policy. As worry
mounts about the closure of this strategic waterway causing growing economic shocks
worldwide, it's becoming clear this is not a short-term crisis to be resolved in a day. War has
handed Tehran what it sees as a new weapon - Azizi described this highly strategic strait
Iran has managed to weaponise during this conflict as "one of our assets to face the enemy".
(BBC Web page : 20.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

INDIA  HAS SPLURGED BILLIONS ON METRO TRAINS. BUT WHERE ARE THE
COMMUTERS?

On a weekday evening last month, Mumbai's southbound Aqua Line metro train nearly
emptied out a couple of stops before the final one. On de-boarding, the last station bore the
look of a desolate Soviet-era structure rather than a bustling train terminal in a city where
crowds typically jostle for space. Aqua Line is the city's new fully underground metro train
connecting the old business district of Cuffe Parade to newer commercial hubs like BKC and
the airport terminals in the northern suburbs. It opened last year. The 33.5km (20.8-mile)
corridor was expected to ease congestion in India's financial capital and projected to carry
nearly 1.5 million passengers every day. The actual humbers are about a tenth of that,
according to various estimates. "Not a lot of people are using the line. It's too expensive," a
ticketing executive told the BBC at Cuffe Parade station.

(BBC Web page : 20.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

NEW ZEALAND DECLARES STATE OF EMERGENCY IN WELLINGTON AS FLOODS
HIT

New Zealand has declared a state of emergency in its capital city Wellington as torrential
rain and flash flooding drenched the country's North Island. Footage online shows vehicles
submerged, trees uprooted and houses hit by landslides. Wellington received a record
77mm (3in) of rain in less than an hour on Monday, said mayor Andrew Little. Local
authorities advised residents to hunker down, with rain forecast for the next day and a half.
Some flights at Wellington Airport have been cancelled and several schools have shut their
campuses. More than a dozen people have been evacuated while a 60-year-old man in the
Karori suburb has been reported missing. No fatalities have been reported so far. This series
of flash floods comes less than a week after Cyclone Vaianu swept through the North Island
last weekend. (BBC Web page : 20.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

RUMEN RADEV'S PARTY WINS BULGARIAN ELECTION

Rumen Radev's Progressive Bulgaria (PB) party has won a landslide victory in Sunday's
Bulgarian election - the eighth general election in five years. With almost 100% of the vote
counted, his PB movement, only set up 4 months ago, won 44.7% and has secured a
majority of 135 seats in the 240-seat parliament. It is the first time since 1997 that a single
Bulgarian party has sufficient seats to govern alone. Ex-prime minister Boiko Borisov's
GERB party came second with 13.4%, with the liberal PP-DB coalition third with 12.8%. The
election was called after the previous government tried to push through a controversial
budget in December, prompting mass protests which Radev, as president, supported.
"People rejected the self-satisfaction and arrogance of old parties and did not fall prey to lies
and manipulation. | thank them for their trust,” Radev said, in his victory speech. He
promised to build "a strong Bulgaria in a strong Europe".

(BBC Web page : 20.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
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