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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has informed that his government has specific plans to explore
alternative lahour market abroad in backdrop of Middle East war. (BBC: 04)

The Prime Minister has said, government has decided to recruit five lakh employees in public sector.
(Jago FM: 13)

Bangladesh has sought 2 billion US dollar fund from development partners to meet country’s immediate
energy requirement. (Jago FM: 16)

943,340 children have been vaccinated in different districts of the country in 8 days from 5% to 13
Hpril under 'Measles-Rubella Emergency Vaccination Program'. (Jago FM: 15)

Information and Broadcasting Minister Zahir Uddin Swapon has said, responsible mass media can play
effective role in controlling fascism. (Jago FM: 17)

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Abdul Awal Mintoo has said, government has adopted a
zero tolerance policy to protect environment and address risks of climate change. (Jago FM: 16)

At least 250 people including Rohingya and Bangladeshi nationals remain missing after a boat capsized
in Andaman Sea. (DW: 12)

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has said that any attempt by United States and Israel to force
Tehran to surrender must be failed. (BBC: 04)

US President Donald Trump has hoped that his country could resume talks with Iran within this week.
(BBC: 04)
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BBC

MORE THAN 200 IRANIAN SAILORS STRANDED AFTER US TORPEDO ATTACK
RETURN HOME

More than 200 Iranian sailors left stranded in Sri Lanka after a US torpedo attack are
returning home after being stuck in the country for more than a month. On Wednesday, Sri
Lanka's Deputy Defence Minister, Aruna Jayasekara, confirmed 32 sailors rescued from
the Iris Dena and 206 from Irins Bushehr, had left the country. The Iranian warship, Iris Dena,
sank on 4 March about 40km (25 miles) from Sri Lanka's southern coastline after it was hit
by a torpedo from a US submarine, killing 104 sailors. On March 5, Sri Lanka took control of
the Iranian naval vessel, Irins Bushehr, after it had requested to dock at one of country's
ports after one of its engines malfunctioned. Speaking to Reuters, Jayasekara confirmed
the crew of both ships were flown out on Tuesday night. The stranded sailors were granted
30-day entry visas by the Sri Lankan government and were housed in navy and air force
camps. (BBC Web page : 15.04.2026, Ali Ahmed)

TRUMP'S RIFT WITH POPE IS PLAYING OUT IN PUBLIC - IT'S COSTING HIM
VALUABLE SUPPORT

It is not unusual for President Trump to face criticism from Catholic leaders. His hardline
immigration policies, promised in his campaign and cheered on by supporters, have
prompted condemnation from church leaders. For months it has put the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church in the US at odds with more right-leaning rank-and-file Catholics. But the
broad backlash in the last 48 hours, over Trump's attack on Pope Leo and his sharing of an
Al image of himself as a Christ-like figure, is very different. What is striking is where some of
this criticism is coming from - loyal, conservative Catholic allies. They are unhappy, not just
because of Trump's public friction with Pope Leo, but at a much deeper level over the Iran
war. The uproar over Trump's lengthy social media attack on the first American pope, as too
liberal and too "weak on crime", together with the Al image, have crystallised a shift in
opinion among many Catholic conservatives since the war began six weeks ago.

(BBC Web page : 15.04.2026, Ali Ahmed)
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LEGAL ADVISERS HELP MIGRANTS POSE AS GAY TO GET ASYLUM, UNDERCOVER
BBC INVESTIGATION FINDS

A shadow industry of law firms and advisers is charging thousands of pounds to help
migrants pretend to be gay in order to stay in the UK, the BBC has found. In the first part of a
major undercover investigation, we reveal how migrants whose visas are due to run out are
being given fake cover stories and instructed in how to obtain fabricated evidence, including
supporting letters, photographs and medical reports. They then apply for asylum claiming to
be gay and in fear for their lives if they return to Pakistan or Bangladesh. In response to our
findings, the Home Office said: "Anyone found trying to exploit the system will face the full
force of the law, including removal from the UK." The UK's asylum process offers protection
to people who can't return to their home countries because they would be in danger, for
example in countries like Pakistan and Bangladesh where gay sex is illegal.

(BBC Web page : 15.04.2026, Ali Ahmed)

250 MISSING AFTER MIGRANT BOAT SINKS IN INDIAN OCEAN

About 250 Rohingya and Bangladeshis, including children, are missing after their boat
capsized last week in the Andaman Sea, according to the United Nations' refugee and
migration agencies. The trawler, which had departed from Bangladesh and was bound for
Malaysia, "reportedly sank due to heavy winds, rough seas and overcrowding", the agencies
said. It is unclear when the boat capsized, but on 9 April, a Bangladesh-flagged vessel
rescued nine people who were "clinging to drums and wooden debris" to stay afloat, the
coast guard said. Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya, one of Myanmar's many ethnic
minorities, have been fleeing across the border into Bangladesh since a deadly crackdown in
2017. The Rohingya, who are primarily Muslim, are denied citizenship by the government of
Myanmar, a Buddhist-majority country. Poor living conditions in Bangladesh however have
also prompted some Rohingya to make precarious journeys on overcrowded vessels to
Malaysia, a Muslim country which some envision to be a safe haven in the region.

(BBC Web page : 15.04.2026, Ali Ahmed)

INDIAN PM MODI'S PARTY GETS FIRST CHIEF MINISTER IN BIHAR STATE

A leader from Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has
taken oath as the new chief minister of eastern state of Bihar after veteran politician Nitish
Kumar stepped down. Samrat Choudhary, who was Kumar's deputy, has been sworn-in
Bihar's first BJP chief minister. Choudhary has held senior roles in the BJP, including that of
the party's state president, and led major election campaigns in different states. But he now
has big shoes to fill. Kumar, one of Bihar's most influential leaders, was chief minister for the
most part of the past two decades, often switching political alliances to stay in power. With
more than 74 million voters, Bihar is India's poorest state, with millions migrating to other
parts of India for jobs. It is also among the few states in India where the BJP has not
managed to form a government yet on its own. Kumar, who belongs to BJP's ally Janata Dal
(United), or JD(U), was elected to the Upper House of parliament last month. The 75-year-
old politician's move had been on the cards for a while because of his deteriorating health.
(BBC Web page : 15.04.2026, Ali Ahmed)

TRUMP HINTS IRAN TALKS COULD RESUME THIS WEEK AS US PORT BLOCKADE
CONTINUES

The blockade is aimed at cutting Iran off from its economic lifelines during a two-week
ceasefire. President Donald Trump has suggested talks aimed at ending the war in Iran
could resume this week, after negotiations collapsed at the weekend, prompting the US to
blockade Iranian ports. "You should stay there [Islamabad], really, because something could
be happening over the next two days, and we're more inclined to go there," Trump was
guoted as saying in an interview with the New York Post. His remarks came as the American
military said US forces had "completely halted economic trade going into and out of Iran by
sea" in the first 36 hours of the operation. The stand-off has raised doubts over the
prospects for a two-week ceasefire that is due to expire next week. The Iranian side has not
yet responded to Trump's remarks, but United Nations Secretary General Anténio Guterres
said it was "highly probable" that talks would restart.

(BBC Web page : 15.04.2026, Ali Ahmed)

ISRAEL AND LEBANON HOLD FIRST DIRECT TALKS SINCE 1993
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Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the talks were a 'historic' opportunity to end Hezbollah
influence in the region. Lebanon and Israel have held their first diplomatic talks in over three
decades, a rare encounter aimed at ending fighting between Israel and the Iran-backed
Hezbollah group. US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who mediated, said it was a "historic
opportunity" to end Hezbollah's influence. A US statement said the two sides had agreed to
launch direct negotiations, at a time and place to be determined. Israel said it wanted to
disarm all non-state terror groups - a reference to Hezbollah. Lebanon called for a ceasefire
and measures to address its humanitarian crisis. The two countries do not have diplomatic
relations, and the last direct, high-level talks between them took place in 1993. Over 2,000
people have been killed since Israeli military operations in Lebanon began on 2 March, just
days after US and Israeli strikes began in Iran. While the two sides were meeting in
Washington on Tuesday, Hezbollah claimed at least 24 attacks on Israel and Israeli troops in
Lebanon. (BBC Web page : 15.04.2026, Ali Ahmed)

UKRAINE'S MILITARY TO GET BIGGEST-EVER SHIPMENT OF UK DRONES

The UK is providing 120,000 drones to Ukraine in what the Ministry of Defence (MoD) has
said is the largest delivery of its kind. Drones have increasingly come to dominate both sides
of the war in Ukraine, which entered its fifth year in February. Defence Secretary John
Healey said "with eyes on the Middle East in recent weeks, [Russian President Viadimir]
Putin wants us to be distracted", as he announced the "big boost" ahead of co-chairing a
meeting of the Ukraine Defence Contact Group in Berlin later on Wednesday. On Monday,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Ukraine had captured a Russian position
using ground-based and aerial drones alone for the first time. The UK drones announcement
follows Zelensky's suggestion that US peace negotiators "have no time for Ukraine" because
of the war with Iran, AFP reports. (BBC Web page : 15.04.2026, Ali Ahmed)

:: The End ::



