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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tareq Rahman will inaugurate a number of programs in Bogra today. [BBC: 11]

Nationwide measles-rubella vaccination campaign kicked off today to curb ongoing outbreak, targeting
approximately 18 million children aged between 6 to 59 months. [BBC: 3]

4 more children have died from measles & measles-like symptoms in last 24 hours in country.
[R. Today: 23]

Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Ighal Hasan Mahmud has said government is obligated to
increase prices of fuel oil as the price increased in global market. [BBC: 3]

Government has increased price of 12kg LPG Cylinder from tk 1728 to 1940. [BBC: 3]

Economists say, fuel oil price increase and rise of transport costs will impact country’s economy severely.
[BBC: 5]

Thousands of sacked bank officials have staged a sit-in program in capital's Motijheel area demanding
return of the control of five banks, including Islami Bank, to § Alam. [JTago FM: 12]

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian has said, the United States has no justification to deprive Tehran of
its nuclear rights. [BBC: 8]

US President Donald Trump has warned that his country will destroy bridges & power plants in Iran if
no peace deal is reached with Tehran. [BBC: 8]
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FRENCH PEACEKEEPER KILLED IN SOUTHERN LEBANON

A French peacekeeper has been killed and three others wounded after a UN patrol came
under fire in southern Lebanon, in what officials described as a deliberate attack. The soldier
was serving with the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (Unifil), which confirmed that
one peacekeeper had died and three others were injured, two of them seriously, when their
patrol came under small-arms fire. French President Emmanuel Macron blamed the attack
on Hezbollah. The Iran-backed armed group denied "any connection" to the incident. It
comes amid heightened tensions in southern Lebanon, where peacekeepers have faced
growing risks since renewed fighting between Hezbollah and Israel erupted on 2 March. On
Sunday, Unifil confirmed the French peacekeeper's body would be repatriated to Paris.

(BBC Web page : 19.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

THE SOUTH KOREAN AUTHORS RISING ABOVE A TIDE OF HATE TO BECOME
BESTSELLERS

When Seen Aromi's memoir documenting the joys of singlehood hit the shelves in early
2024, it became an instant bestseller. Women young and old, single or married, those with
children and without seemed to relish So What if | Love My Single Life!, drawing "second-
hand satisfaction" from Seen's confident retorts to unsolicited advice, or finding in it the
freedom to be "unapologetically single". But soon her success encountered a deluge of
criticism and hate online, largely from men. They told her she would die lonely, called her
selfish, and accused her of "betraying her country". Embracing female independence and
challenging patriarchy has become increasingly dicey in South Korea, where young men
have driven a huge backlash against feminism. Discrimination, harassment and sexual
violence against women remain huge challenges, but feminism has become such a
polarised term here it is often levelled as a grave charge, inviting witch-hunts online and
censure offline.(BBC Web page : 19.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

ZELENSKY CONDEMNS US EXTENSION OF RUSSIAN SANCTIONS WAIVER

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky has condemned a US decision to extend the period
during which Russia is allowed to sell oil despite Western sanctions. The move means
countries can purchase Russian oil and petroleum products already loaded on vessels at
sea until 16 May. The US argues that the waiver is meant to ease the energy supply crunch
sparked by the US-Israel war with Iran. But in his remarks on Sunday, Zelensky said "every
dollar paid for Russian oil is money for the war" in Ukraine. Widespread sanctions have been
in place against Russia since President Vladimir Putin launched his full-scale invasion of its
neighbour in February 2022. The devastating US and lIsrael attacks against Iran have
prompted it to retaliate not only against Israel and US military bases in the Gulf, but also
against energy fatalities and other civilian sites across Arab allies of the US in the region.
(BBC Web page : 19.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

POPE SAYS 'TYRANTS' SPEECH WAS NOT AIMED AT TRUMP

Pope Leo says he was not seeking to debate Donald Trump when he criticised "tyrants" for
spending billions on wars in a speech earlier this week. The pontiff said the remarks,
delivered days after a high-profile spat with the US president, had been written a fortnight
earlier — "well before the president ever commented on myself". "And yet as it happens, it
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was looked at as if | was trying to debate, again, the president, which is not in my interest at
all," he told reporters aboard a flight to Angola on Saturday. On Monday, Trump launched a
scathing attack on the first American Pope — who has been a vocal critic of the US-Israeli
military operation in Iran — as "terrible for foreign policy". The Pope, who is on a tour of Africa,
said a "certain narrative that has not been accurate" had developed, citing "the political
situation created" by Trump's comments.(BBC Web page : 19.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
STARMER WOULD HAVE BLOCKED MANDELSON OVER VETTING FAILURE,
MINISTERS SAY

Sir Keir Starmer would have blocked the appointment of Lord Mandelson as US ambassador
had he known he failed security vetting, ministers have said. The prime minister has come
under pressure after it emerged this week that Mandelson was appointed despite security
concerns, with Downing Street saying red flags in the vetting process were not disclosed to
them by the Foreign Office. Technology Secretary Liz Kendall told the BBC's Sunday with
Laura that the prime minister "was told [Mandelson had] been granted developed vetting
status... and if he had known that UK Security Vetting hadn't cleared him, he would not have
made that appointment". Starmer is set to face MPs on Monday to face questions about the
appointment. Opposition parties have called on the prime minister to resign, accusing him of
misleading Parliament over his previous statements that due process had been followed in
relation to the appointment. (BBC Web page : 19.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

AUSTRALIA'S MOST-DECORATED SOLDIER VOWS TO FIGHT WAR CRIME CHARGES
Australia's most decorated living soldier, Ben Roberts-Smith, has publicly denied all
allegations against him in his first statement after being charged with five counts of the war
crime of murder last week. The Victoria Cross recipient, released on bail on Friday, said he
was "proud of my service in Afghanistan”, and would use the charges against him as an
opportunity to "finally" clear his name. He said: "l understand this journey will be difficult. But
| can promise everybody that | have never run from a fight in my life." Roberts-Smith, 47, is
accused of being involved in the deaths of unarmed Afghan detainees, either by killing them
or ordering a subordinate to, between 2009 and 2012. A former corporal in Australia's
Special Air Service (SAS) Regiment, Roberts-Smith told the media that "while | would have
preferred these charges not to be brought, | will be taking this opportunity to finally clear my
name".(BBC Web page : 19.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

STRAIT OF HORMUZ CLOSED AGAIN, IRAN SAYS, AS SHIPS ATTACKED

Iran says it is closing the Strait of Hormuz again to commercial vessels and that any ship
that approaches it will be targeted. The closure came as reports emerged of vessels in or
near the strait, including a tanker, were targeted by Tehran on Saturday. The Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) blamed a continuing US blockade for its decision, which
comes a day after Iran's foreign minister announced the key global shipping channel had
been temporarily reopened. US President Donald Trump said Iran cannot "blackmail" the US
with threats regarding the waterway, which Tehran has effectively blocked for nearly two
months - causing global energy prices to soar. The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) Navy warned in a statement on Saturday that "no vessel is to move from its
anchorage in the Persian Gulf or the Sea of Oman". It said a number of vessels had passed
through the strait under its management since Friday night, but that it would shut again until
the US stopped its blockade of Iranian ports." (BBC Web page : 19.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



