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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has inaugurated re-excavation programme of Ulashi camal — urges
countrymen to remain alert against any attempts to create chaos in country for political interest.
[BBC: 03]
Tarique Rahman has announced that girls' education in Bangladesh will be free up to degree level.
[R. Today: 24]
Bangladesh enters into nuclear emergy era - fuel loading begins at Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant in
Pabna today. [R. Today: 24]

Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Minister has said load shedding in country is expected to ease
from next week as govt. has taken steps to increase renewable energy production. [R. Today: 22]

Home Minister has informed that a nationwide drive against drugs & gambling will be launched after
30th April. [BBC: 04]

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, all countries of the world must work together to prevent
misuse of digital platforms. [R. Today: 22]

At least eight people have been killed in thunderbolt in different districts of country - Government is
accelerating multiple initiatives to protect farmers and fishermen from thunderbolt fatalities.

[BBC: 07; Jago FM: 19]
Bangladesh has expressed solidarity with Saudi Arabia amid Middle East crisis showing keen interest in
expanding bilateral cooperation. [R. Today: 24]

Iranian Foreign Minister has claimed that peace talks in Islamabad have failed due to excessive demands
of US. [BBC: 09]
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BBC

TRUMP SAYS KING WILL BE 'VERY SAFE' DURING US VISIT AFTER SECURITY
TALKS

Donald Trump has said King Charles Il will "be very safe" during his state visit to the US,
which is due to begin later on Monday. Further security talks took place between the White
House and Buckingham Palace after a gunman gained access to an event attended by
Trump in Washington DC on Saturday. Asked about the security implications for the royal
visit, the US president told CBS' 60 Minutes on Sunday that the grounds of the White House,
where King Charles will visit, are "really safe". The King and Queen's programme will go
ahead largely as planned, Buckingham Palace said, with the UK government hoping it could
ease diplomatic tensions. The UK's ambassador to the US, Sir Christian Turner, said the
visit would be about "renewing and revitalising a unique friendship” between the two
countries. He said Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer had spoken to Trump on Sunday, and the
trip would proceed largely as expected. The King and Queen privately reached out to the
Trumps to give their sympathies after the attack, during which a Secret Service agent was
lightly injured and the president and his wife were rushed to safety.

(BBC Web page : 27.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

UKRAINE'S DRONE COMMANDER HAS RUSSIAN OIL, TROOPS & MORALE IN HIS
SIGHTS

"We're like a red rag to the enemy. Because we're taking the war to their territory so that
they feel it too," the Ukrainian soldier says, as his unit scramble to assemble long-range
drones for launch at Russia. Ukraine has been intensifying its deep strikes like this for
several weeks, targeting oil export facilities, in particular, like never before. Now, in a rare
interview, the commander of all Ukraine's unmanned systems has told the BBC such attacks
will escalate and claimed his drone forces are also holding back Russia's advance along the
frontline by killing a record number of soldiers. "1,500 to 2,000km (930-1,240 miles) inside
Russian territory is no longer the 'peaceful rear'," Robert Brovdi warns. "The freedom-loving
Ukrainian 'bird' flies there whenever and wherever it wants." At the secret launch site, a
drizzly field in eastern Ukraine, the long-range drones are primed and we're ordered back to
a safe distance. The team work quickly before Russian forces can detect them and send
ballistic missiles hurtling towards us. There's a shouted command, loud revs of an engine
and a flash of white as the first device tears into the sky towards Russia like a mini jet plane.
(BBC Web page : 27.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

PERFORMER DESCRIBES LOCKING EYES WITH TRUMP AS THEY DUCKED FOR
COVER DURING SHOOTING

A shocked performer has described locking eyes with US President Donald Trump as they
ducked for cover after shots were fired at the White House Correspondents’ Association
dinner on Saturday night in Washington DC. Oz Pearlman - a self-described "mentalist"
performing mind tricks - told the BBC he was talking to Trump, First Lady Melania Trump
and White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt when the attack happened. "I went down
very quickly. And then the Secret Service brought President Trump down: | would say very
effectively - but quite violently,” he said. "We were about half-a-metre apart... face-to-face
looking at each other on the ground, when I'm hearing shots and thinking to myself, 'We're

about to die."(BBC Web page : 27.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
KIM JONG UN OPENS MEMORIAL FOR N KOREAN SOLDIERS KILLED IN UKRAINE
WAR

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian Defence Minister Andrey Belousov have
unveiled a memorial in Pyongyang for North Koreans who have died fighting in the Ukraine
war. Military jets flew overhead and white balloons were released into the air as Kim and
Belousov unveiled a statue and opened a memorial museum. It is not known how many
North Korean soldiers are fighting against Ukraine, but South Korean intelligence estimates
that at least 15,000 have been sent to help Russia recapture parts of western Kursk. Seoul
also estimates that about 2,000 North Koreans have died in the conflict - neither Pyongyang
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nor Russia have provided any official numbers. In return for providing soliders, it is believed
North Korea has received food, money and technical help from Moscow. The opening of the
Memorial Museum of Combat Feats at the Overseas Military Operations on Sunday
coincided with what Russia described as the first anniversary of its recovery of parts of
Kursk. (BBC Web page : 27.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

SRI LANKAN MONKS ARRESTED AFTER 110KG OF CANNABIS DISCOVERED IN
THEIR LUGGAGE

Twenty-two monks have been arrested at an airport in Sri Lanka after officials discovered
110kg (242Ibs) of cannabis concealed in their luggage. Customs officials said each monk
was found with around 5kg of Kush - a particularly potent form of the drug - hidden within
"false walls" in their luggage when they arrived in the capital Colombo on Saturday. The
monks, who were mainly students, were returning from Thailand after being treated to an all-
expenses-paid four-day holiday by an unnamed sponsor when they were detained. A 23rd
monk, believed to have organised the trip, has since been arrested in a suburb of Colombo,
police told BBC Sinhala. According to the acting police spokesman, the monk - who did not
join the trip - had told the other monks that "these parcels are a donation” and that a van
would come to collect the packages. Sri Lanka's Police Narcotics Bureau discovered photos
and videos on the mobile phones of some of the monks, who were from temples across Sri
Lanka, showing them enjoying their break wearing casual clothing.

(BBC Web page : 27.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

REMEMBERING RAGHU RAI: THE PHOTOGRAPHER WHO SHOWED INDIA TO ITSELF
Rich tributes continue to pour in for Raghu Rai, India's most celebrated photojournalist,
following his death at the age of 83. Rai spent more than five decades documenting the
country, capturing moments from political power to everyday life with striking clarity. From
the aftermath of the gas tragedy in central India's Bhopal to the years of militancy in northern
India's Punjab, which killed thousands in the 1980s, Rai's images shaped how India saw its
most defining events. His work did not merely record history but shaped how a nation saw it.
It helped define modern Indian photojournalism, earning global recognition and influencing
generations of photographers. Rai began his career at The Statesman newspaper in 1966
and later worked as photo editor at India Today and Sunday magazines. He joined globally
recognised photography agency Magnum Photos in 1977 - often seen as one of the highest
recognitions in photography - with the support of pioneering French photographer Henri
Cartier-Bresson, whose work had a lasting influence on him.

(BBC Web page : 27.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

FRENCH TEEN WHO LICKED VENDING MACHINE STRAW FACES JAIL IN
SINGAPORE

A French teenager who allegedly licked a straw from an orange juice vending machine and
put it back into its dispenser has been charged with committing mischief and being a public
nuisance in Singapore. Didier Gaspard Owen Maximilien, 18, had posted on Instagram a
video of himself performing the act, according to local reports. The video was later widely
circulated. The company that owns the vending machine, iJooz, says it replaced all 500
straws in the machine's dispenser after the alleged incident. If found guilty of both charges
Maximilien faces a maximum jail sentence of more than two years and thousands of dollars
in fines. The alleged incident took place on 12 March at a shopping centre in Singapore.
Maximilien had posted his video as an Instagram Story with a caption stating "city is not
safe", according to news reports. Many online had reacted with disgust to his video, which
was reposted on a community page and picked up by local news outlets.

(BBC Web page : 27.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



