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HIGHLIGHTS

Indian Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal has said request to bring back former
PM Sheikh Hasina, which came as part of BD's ongoing judicial process, is currently being examined.
[R. Today: 19]
In the past 24 hours, 5 more children have died from measles and measles-like symptoms in country.
[Jago FM: 14]
State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Aninda Islam Amit has said Bangladesh
currently holds the highest refined fuel stock in its history. [BBC: 03]

US has granted BD a fresh 60-day sanctions waiver to import Russian-origin finished petroleum products,
offering temporary relief to country's strained fuel supply system amid ongoing global energy disruptions.

[Jago FM: 1T]
Rccording to recent data from UNHCR, nearly 900 Rohingya refugees were reported missing or dead in
the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal last year. [BBC: 10]

Rccording to Human Rights Support Society, there were 88 incidents of mob violence in the first three
months of this year. These include organized attacks on people accused of insulting religion.  [BBC: 06]

There was widespread criticism from all quarters about mob incidents during the interim government in
country, especially vigilante violence on charges of blasphemy. [BBC: 06]

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi announced that the Strait of Hormuz will remain completely open
to commercial vessels during the ongoing ceasefire in the Middle East. [BBC: 10]

Hours before a 10-day ceasefire between Lebanon and Israel took effect, Hezhollah's top leader Wafiq
Safa said the group will never disarm under any circumstances. [BBC: 09]
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OIL PRICES PLUNGE AS IRAN SAYS STRAIT OF HORMUZ 'OPEN' DURING
CEASEFIRE

Oil prices have plummeted after Iran said the Strait of Hormuz would be "completely open"
to commercial ships for the remainder of the ceasefire. The cost of a barrel of Brent crude
fell to $88 dollars a barrel, having been above $98 earlier on Friday. The Strait of Hormuz is
a narrow strip of water linking the Gulf to the Arabian sea, through which a fifth of the world's
oil and liquified natural gas is typically transported. "The passage for all commercial vessels
through Strait of Hormuz is declared completely open for the remaining period of ceasefire,"
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said. Global markets also rallied on the
announcement, with the major US stock indices rising in early trading. The S&P 500 rose by
0.8%, while the Nasdag and Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) were both up by more
than 1%. European shares also rose in reaction to the news. The Cac index in Paris and
Dax in Frankfurt both climbed by more than 2%, while London's FTSE 100 rose by around
0.5%. The Strait of Hormuz has been effectively shut by Iran since the US and Israel
launched military strikes in the country in late February. Tankers have been unable to pass
through, drastically reducing the amount of oil and gas available on global markets and
causing prices to spike.(BBC Web page : 17.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE ISRAEL-LEBANON CEASEFIRE

US President Donald Trump has announced that the leaders of Israel and Lebanon have
agreed to a 10-day ceasefire, which took effect from 17:00 EST (21:00 GMT; midnight local
time) on 16 April. There was no mention in Trump's statement of Hezbollah, the Iran-backed
militant group in Lebanon, with which Israel has been exchanging fire for the past six weeks.
But in a later post on Truth Social, Trump urged the group to abide by the ceasefire, saying,
"l hope Hezbollah acts nicely and well during this important period of time." Following the
announcement, the US president also invited Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Lebanese President Joseph Aoun to the White House for further talks.

(BBC Web page : 17.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

MUGABE'S SON PLEADS GUILTY TO POINTING A GUN IN SOUTH AFRICA

The youngest son of Zimbabwe's late former leader Robert Mugabe has pleaded guilty to
pointing a firearm and illegally being in South Africa. Bellarmine Mugabe entered guilty pleas
to the two charges after he was arrested in February following the shooting of a 23-year-old
man at his home in Johannesburg. The 28-year-old has been held in custody alongside co-
accused Tobias Matonhodze, and appeared at the court in Alexandra on Friday. Lawyers for
the men told the court they were prepared to return to their native Zimbabwe at their own
expense if they do not receive a custodial sentence. Matonhodze, 33, pleaded guilty to
attempted murder, defeating the ends of justice, illegal immigration and possession of
ammunition. Mugabe - who was also previously charged with attempted murder - spoke only
to confirm that he understood the charges and to enter his pleas after he had reached a deal
with prosecutors. (BBC Web page : 17.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

RUNAWAY WOLF FINALLY CAPTURED AFTER NINE-DAY SEARCH IN SOUTH KOREA
Neukgu, the two-year-old wolf who broke loose from a South Korean zoo and captured the
nation's attention, has finally been captured following a nine-day-long search. Neukgu was
captured near an expressway on Friday at 00:44 local time (16:44 GMT), according to the
government of Daejeon, the central city where his zoo was located. Upon a medical
examination, Neukgu's pulse and body temperature were normal, authorities said. Hundreds
of rescue officials had been deployed to find the wolf, and there were a couple of times when
authorities came close to getting him - but each time the net seemed to be closing in,
Neukgu would slink away.(BBC Web page : 17.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

MARCOS SAYS KEY SUSPECT IN PHILIPPINE CORRUPTION FIRESTORM ARRESTED
A key suspect at the heart of a corruption scandal that sparked widespread anger in the
Philippines has been arrested in the Czech Republic, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr said.
Zaldy Co, a former lawmaker, was detained by authorities in Prague after crossing into the
country "without proper documentation”, Marcos said on Thursday. Massive protests erupted
last year after widespread floods paralysed daily life across the country - sparking
allegations that billion of dollars in funding for flood-control projects were lost to corruption.
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Marcos has made holding corrupt officials to account a priority as some opinions polls show
the scandal has hurt his popularity. Co is among those who have been accused of earning
kickbacks from such projects. He was a lawmaker in the House of Representatives from
2019 until his resignation last September. He has been out of the Philippines since July
2025, local media reported.(BBC Web page : 17.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

CEASEFIRE WITH ISRAEL BRINGS RESPITE TO LEBANON, BUT OBSTACLES TO
PEACE REMAIN

At the stroke of midnight, gunfire and fireworks celebrated the start of the ceasefire in Beirut.
Throughout the morning, smiling crowds gathered along roads leading to Lebanon's south,
the heartland of Hezbollah, playing revolutionary music and waving the group's yellow flag
as they started their journey back to where they had been forced from by the war. This is,
initially, a 10-day ceasefire after six weeks of a devastating conflict between Israel and
Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shia Muslim militia and political party. But it brings some respite for
a country exhausted by the war. More than 2,100 people have been killed, Lebanese health
authorities say, and over a million, or roughly one in five of the population, have been
displaced - creating a pressing humanitarian crisis. Mattresses on top of cars and families on
motorbikes indicated that people were on the move - but many are not returning to stay. In
some places, the damage is too extensive and for some there is nothing to go back to at all.
Some towns and villages near the border remain under Israeli occupation.

(BBC Web page : 17.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

PALESTINIANS HAND OVER SUSPECT IN 1982 ATTACK ON JEWISH RESTAURANT
IN PARIS

French authorities have detained a 72-year-old man considered a key suspect in a grenade
and gun attack on a Jewish restaurant in Paris in 1982, in which six people were Killed.
Hicham Harb was extradited by the Palestinian National Authority on Thursday, in response
to a request last September by France's National Anti-Terrorism Prosecutor's Office (PNAT).
Harb, whose real name is Mahmoud Khader Abed Adra, is suspected of directing the attack
in the Rue des Rosiers and acting as one of the gunmen who shot at diners. French
President Emmanuel Macron thanked the Palestinian Authority and said it was "a concrete
demonstration” of judicial co-operation resulting from France's recognition of a Palestinian
state in September 2025. On arrival at the Villacoublay air force base near Paris, Harb was
placed in detention, PNAT said.(BBC Web page : 17.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

- THE END ::



