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HIGHLIGHTS

The Election Commission has declared the nominations of 49 candidates valid in the primary selection
against the 50 reserved seats of the National Parliament. [BBC: 03]

Bangladesh handed over emergency medical relief supplies to the Iramian Ambassador in Dhaka for
dispatch to Iran following Prime Minister Tarique Rahman’s directive. [R. Today: 21]

In the past 24 hours, 5 more children have died from measles and measles-like symptoms in country.
[Jago FM: 18]
The government has raised bus fares by 11 paisa per kilometre in Dhaka and Chattogram metropolitan
areas as well as on inter-district routes, following a recent Tk 15 per litre increase in diesel price.
[BBC: 03]
R decision has been taken to conduct a pilot 110-megawatt load shedding in Dhaka. [BBC: 03]

Load shedding is increasing across country in line with the heat. Compared to cities, villages are
suffering from severe power outages. This is causing suffering to the public. [Jago FM: 1T]

Nearly 14,500 candidates who were finally recommended for recruitment of assistant teachers in govt.
primary schools but did not get opportunity to join have announced that they will take to the streets.
[Jago FM: 15]
UN development chief Alexander De Croo has said, disruptions to fuel and fertiliser caused by the war
could see more than 30 million people pushed back into poverty in the coming months. [DW: 14]

A total of 174 Bangladeshi migrants detained in various detention centres in Libya have returned home.
[Jago FM: 19]
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IN TEHRAN, MONEY IS SHORT AND A RETURN TO WAR LOOMS OVER DAILY LIFE
On a bright Tehran spring day, Sanaei Ghaznavi street, with its mix of shops selling
groceries and household goods alongside fast food and flowers, seems like an everyday
place. In a country where lives have long been buffeted by crises, it is a snapshot of a
people just trying to get through the day while their future hangs on forces beyond their
control. For Mohammad, in t-shirt and jeans, even cranking open the striped awning of his
family's shoe shop is an act of hope. "It makes me happy to be in here," he tells us when we
wander into his pocket of a store with its floor-to-ceiling shelves of trainers, big and small.
"So many people have lost their jobs and aren't working." And there are few customers. "We
had so many before," his father Mustafa laments glumly as he proudly explains this business
has been in their family for 40 years. One Iranian website, Asr-e Iran, recently cited an
unofficial estimate that up to four million jobs may have been lost or impacted by the
combined effect of the war and the government's near-total internet shutdown.

(BBC Web page : 23.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TAIWAN MINISTER MAKES RARE VISIT TO DISPUTED SOUTH CHINA SEA ISLAND

A Taiwanese minister has made a rare visit to a Taiwan-controlled islet in the South China
Sea to observe a coast guard exercise, as tensions flare in the region. Ocean Affairs
Minister Kuan Bi-ling witnessed the humanitarian rescue and medical evacuation drills on Itu
Aba, which is also claimed by China, Vietham and the Philippines. China also claims self-
ruled Taiwan as part of its territory, even though Taiwan sees itself as distinct. Kuan's visit to
Itu Aba comes as US and Filipino forces hold their largest ever military drills across the
Philippines, drawing anger from China. As the US-Philippines drills were ongoing, China
dispatched a new amphibious warship to the South China Sea and sailed one of its aircraft
carriers in the nearby Taiwan Strait. The Taiwanese exercise on Itu Aba included a scenario
where coast guard officials armed with guns intercepted a suspicious cargo vessel that did
not respond to hails. Footage shared by the coast guard show heavily-armed special forces
breaking into the control room of the ship.(BBC Web page : 23.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
LEBANON ACCUSES ISRAEL OF TARGETING JOURNALIST KILLED IN AIR STRIKE
Lebanon's prime minister has accused Israel of war crimes after Israeli air strikes killed one
journalist and wounded another in southern Lebanon on Wednesday. The strike killed Amal
Khalil, who worked for a Lebanese newspaper, and injured freelance photographer Zeinab
Faraj. Officials in Lebanon say they were deliberately targeted as they sought shelter in a
home after an initial air strike hit the vehicle in front of them, killing two men. The officials
also accused the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) of intentionally targeting a marked ambulance
as it tried to reach the journalists in the village of Tayri. The IDF denied that it was preventing
rescue teams from reaching the area and said it did not target journalists. Journalists Khalil,
43, who worked for Lebanese newspaper Al-Akhbar, and Faraj, a freelance photographer,
were travelling together. The two men who died have not been named by officials. Lebanese
Prime Minister Nawaf Salam said: "Targeting journalists, obstructing access to them by relief
teams, and even targeting their locations again after these teams arrive constitutes
described war crimes."(BBC Web page : 23.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HIGH-STAKES WEST BENGAL ELECTION BEGINS AS PARTIES ROW OVER VOTER
ROLL

Mamata Banerjee and her TMC party are seeking a fourth consecutive term in West Bengal
Millions of Indians have begun voting in high-stakes state elections in West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu. In West Bengal, where the fiercest contest is unfolding, voting is under way in
152 of 294 seats across 16 districts in the first phase, with 1,478 candidates in the fray. A
second phase of polling is scheduled for next week. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has mounted an aggressive push to unseat Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, whose Trinamool Congress is seeking a fourth straight term in a state the
BJP has never governed. The election is taking place against a controversy over a sweeping
revision of electoral rolls that has heightened political tensions.

(BBC Web page : 23.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

UK BIOBANK HEALTH DATA LISTED FOR SALE IN CHINA, GOVERNMENT CONFIRMS
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Medical information of 500,000 participants of the UK's health data project, UK Biobank,
were offered for sale online in China, the government has confirmed. Technology minister
lan Murray said information of all members of the database was found listed for sale on the
website Alibaba. Murray told MPs the charity which runs UK Biobank had told the
government about the data breach on Monday. He said the information did not include
names, addresses, contact details or telephone numbers. However he said it could include
gender, age, month and year of birth, socioeconomic status, lifestyle habits, and measures
from biological samples. The Biobank is a collection of health data offered by volunteers
which has been used to help improvements in detection and treatment of dementia, some
cancers and Parkinson's. Participants were aged from 40 to 69 when they were recruited
between 2006 and 2010. UK Biobank said it was investigating the incident and thanked the
UK and Chinese governments, as well as Alibaba, for support and cooperation.

(BBC Web page : 23.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

ISRAELI STRIKES KILL EIGHT PALESTINIANS IN GAZA, FIRST RESPONDERS SAY

At least eight Palestinians, including three children, have been killed in two Israeli strikes in
the Gaza Strip, according to medics and first responders. Five died when an Israeli drone
struck a group near a mosque in the northern town of Beit Lahia on Wednesday evening.
Local journalists identified them as Abdullah al-Abed, 9, Salah al-Abed, 12, Mohammed
Balousha, 14, Alaa Balousha, 46, and Anas Abu Foul, 19. In a statement, the Israeli military
said it had targeted what it called "a terrorist” who had approached troops in the area of the
Yellow Line, which marks territory held by Israeli forces, and posed an immediate threat. A
Hamas spokesman condemned what he described as "the horrific massacre" and accused
Israel of undermining efforts to implement their ceasefire agreement. On Thursday morning,
the families of the three boys grieved as their shrouded bodies were lined up outside al-Shifa
hospital in Gaza City.(BBC Web page : 23.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

IRAN SAYS STRAIT OF HORMUZ CANNOT BE OPENED DUE TO CEASEFIRE
BREACHES

Iran's chief negotiator in talks with the US said it is "not possible" for the Strait of Hormuz to
be opened due to "the blatant violations of the ceasefire" by the US and Israel. In a post on
X on Wednesday, Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, said the "violations" include the US naval
blockade of Iranian ports - which he said amounted to taking the global economy "hostage" -
and "warmongering" by Israel "on all fronts". Iran remains open to negotiations, said Iran
President Masoud Pezeshkian, but he added, "breach of commitments, blockade and
threats are main obstacles to genuine negotiations". It appeared early Tuesday that the US
and Iran would hold new peace talks in Pakistan this week - but they have yet to begin. Vice-
President JD Vance - due to lead the US delegation in those talks - remains in the US. On
Tuesday night, US President Donald Trump announced an extension to the US-Iran
ceasefire that was due to expire on Wednesday. White House Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt later clarified that Trump's extension is open-ended, and has no new deadline. She
added that Trump is "satisfied" with the ongoing US naval blockade against Iran, and
"understands Iran is in a very weak position".(BBC Web page : 23.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



