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HIGHLIGHTS

Information and Broadcasting Minister Zahir Uddin Swapon has said that initiatives are being taken to
reform Digital Security Act & government is committed to ensuring security for all. [Jago FM: 1T]

Rccording to DGHS, since March 15, 21 people have died of measles & 138 people have died of suspected
measles. During this time, 11,133 suspected & 1,599 confirmed measles cases have been recorded.

[BBC: 03]
The International Crimes Tribunal has sentenced two policemen to death in a crimes against humanity
case over the killing of Abu Sayed during July Uprising in 2024. [BBC: 07]

Parliament has passed Jatiya Muktijoddha Council (Amendment) Bill, 2026, retaining the names of parties,
including Jamaat-e-Islami, as collaborators of Pakistani forces during 1971 Liberation War. [BBC: 03]

Malaysia has agreed to work with Bangladesh to reduce the cost of migrant workers & also agreed to
quickly reopen labor market for Bangladeshi workers. [BBC: 03]

Terrorism (Amendment) Bill 2026 has passed in Parliament, legally reinforcing the ban on activities of
Awami League. Awami League considers this initiative a direct attack on fundamental rights of people.
[DW: 13]
Transportation of import & export goods at Benapole port is being disrupted due to nationwide fuel oil
crisis. Traders fear, cost of transporting goods in country may also increase, leading to increase price of
goods. [Jago FM: 16]

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres strongly condemned the deadly Israeli attacks across Lebanon on
Hpril 8 and called on all parties to immediately cease hostilities. [BBC: 09]

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has announced that attacks on Hezbollah will continue
despite a ceasefire agreement hetween the United States and Israel. [BBC: 09]

Iran has said that more than three thousand people have been killed in Israeli and US attacks in Iran
since the war started on February 28. [BBC: 10]
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LEBANON THOUGHT THERE WAS A CEASEFIRE - THEN ISRAEL UNLEASHED
DEADLY BLITZ

The guns were supposed to have fallen silent. It was, after all, just hours after US President
Donald Trump had announced that a two-week ceasefire had been agreed to halt the war in
the Middle East. But just as the region was breathing a sigh of relief, Israeli jets conducted a
10-minute blitz across Lebanon - a massive aerial attack that killed at least 203 people and
wounded more than 1,000 others, according to Lebanon's health ministry. Local and
Western condemnation was swift and widespread, but no criticism came from the US against
its ally in this war. Iran said this was "a grave violation" of the ceasefire deal and has asked
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the US to halt the Israeli "aggression”. Lebanese officials say more than 1,700 people have
been killed since Israel launched its latest campaign in Lebanon last month. Israel has said
its operations are aimed at weakening Hezbollah and achieving what it calls remaining
military objectives. The war began with US and Israeli strikes on Iran on 28 February -
prompting retaliation from Tehran against US allies in the Gulf, and from Iran's proxies -
Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen - against Israel. In response, Israel began
striking Hezbollah and even ordered its troops to occupy large parts of Lebanon.

(BBC Web page : 09.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

KEY INDIAN STATE POLLS BEGIN IN TEST FOR MODI'S PARTY

Millions of Indians have begun voting in elections across two states and a federally-
administered territory, in a set of contests seen as an early gauge of support for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Polling is under way in Assam and Kerala states, and Puducherry.
The electoral cycle will extend to West Bengal and Tamil Nadu later this month, with results
from all five due on 4 May. For Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), these elections are less
about federal stability and more a test of its ability to make inroads in regions where it has
historically struggled. For opposition parties, the polls are a test of whether they can unite
against BJP dominance. According to India's Election Commission, the five regions have a
combined 174 million voters - about 18% of the country's electorate. A total of 296 seats are
at stake in Thursday's polls: 126 in Assam, 140 in Kerala and 30 in Puducherry. By 15:00
India time (09:30 GMT), Assam saw the highest voter turnout at 75.91%, according to data
shared by the Election Commission of India. The turnout in Kerala was 62.71% and 72.40%
in Puducherry.(BBC Web page : 09.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HE'S AUSTRALIA'S MOST DECORATED SOLDIER. NOW HE'S AT THE CENTRE OF A
HISTORIC WAR CRIMES CASE

One of the most significant moments in Australian military history unfolded without fanfare on
a tarmac at Sydney airport, when Ben Roberts-Smith was calmly escorted off a plane and
into a waiting police car. The country's most-decorated living soldier and the most famous of
his generation, Roberts-Smith was on Tuesday charged with five counts of the war crime of
murder. It follows a high-profile civil defamation case, which three years ago found that the
former Special Air Service (SAS) corporal and Victoria Cross recipient had unlawfully killed
several unarmed Afghan detainees. Roberts-Smith, who left the Australian Defence Force
(ADF) in 2013, denies all wrongdoing and says the allegations are "egregious" and driven by
spiteful and jealous peers. His case — now set to be tested to a higher, criminal standard —
has become the face of Australia's reckoning over the country's alleged conduct in
Afghanistan, which has cast a pall over its much-mythologised military legacy.

(BBC Web page : 09.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

UK SAYS RUSSIA RAN SUBMARINE OPERATION OVER CABLES AND PIPELINES
Three Russian submarines conducted a "covert" operation over cables and pipelines in
waters north of the UK, Defence Secretary John Healey said. A British warship and aircraft
were deployed to deter the "malign” activity by Moscow and there was "no evidence" of any
damage to UK infrastructure in the Atlantic, he added. Addressing Russian President
Vladimir Putin directly, Healey said: "We see you. We see your activity over our cables and
our pipelines, and you should know that any attempt to damage them will not be tolerated
and will have serious consequences.” The UK is dependent on its undersea cables and
pipelines for its data and energy. There are around 60 undersea cables which come ashore
at several points along the UK coastline, particularly around East Anglia and South West
England. More than 90% of the UK's day-to-day internet traffic travels via these undersea
cables. Healey told a Downing Street press conference on Thursday that Russia had sent an
Akula class submarine as a diversionary tactic while two of its GUGI spy submarines carried
out the surveillance of these cables.(BBC Web page : 09.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HAS US ACHIEVED ITS WAR OBJECTIVES IN IRAN?

In the weeks since the US and Israel launched strikes on Iran, the battle for the narrative
over the war's progress has been taking place at the heart of American military power. From
week one, I've been inside the Pentagon press briefings given by US Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth, the former Army National Guard Major and Fox News pundit. From the first
update to reporters, when he set out America's war aims, until the latest which followed the
announcement of a two-week truce, the man running the world's most powerful military has



22

brought his TV-style, on-screen monologue to the Pentagon podium. The briefings have
been chest-thumping affairs, revelling in portrayals of American military supremacy. Hegseth
said on Wednesday the US had scored "a capital V military victory". At another briefing, he
said the US had dealt "death and destruction from the sky all day long".

(BBC Web page : 09.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

ISRAELI STRIKES IN LEBANON 'GRAVE VIOLATION' OF CEASEFIRE, IRAN MINISTER
TELLS BBC

An Iranian minister has told the BBC that Israeli strikes in Lebanon on Wednesday
constituted a "grave violation" of the US-Iran ceasefire agreement. Deputy Foreign Minister
Saeed Khatibzadeh said Lebanon was covered by the two-week deal agreed on Tuesday -
something the US and Israel dispute - and said the US must choose "between war and
ceasefire". The Lebanese health ministry has said at least 203 people were killed on
Wednesday in air strikes on what Israel called Hezbollah command centres and military
sites. Pressed on whether Tehran would likewise ask Hezbollah to stop firing rockets
towards Israel, Khatibzadeh claimed the Iranian-backed militant group had "abided" by the
ceasefire. Hezbollah said on Thursday that it had fired at Israel overnight in response to
what it called ceasefire violations.(BBC Web page : 09.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

SHIPS REMAIN CAUTIOUS APPROACHING STRAIT OF HORMUZ AMID FRAGILE
CEASEFIRE

The Strait of Hormuz has become a focal point of the US-Israel war with Iran after Tehran
effectively choked off one of the world's most important shipping lanes. A two-week US-Iran
ceasefire agreed on Tuesday included a condition that "safe passage" through the narrow
waterway would be guaranteed. However, vessels in the area have received messages that
they would be "targeted and destroyed" if they attempted to cross the strait without
permission, and only a few ships have made the journey over the past two days. The
disruption since the conflict began five weeks ago has sent shock waves across the global
economy, destabilising energy prices and exposing just how reliant international supply
chains are on the strait. As well as energy, the channel is also vital for transporting
chemicals needed to process products like microchips, pharmaceuticals and fertiliser.
Having risen dramatically during the conflict, the price of oil initially fell on news of the
ceasefire. Shipping analysts have warned to expect only a trickle of crossings for now.

(BBC Web page : 09.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

- THE END ::



