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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said that it is possible to build a new and strong relationship
between Bangladesh and India if there is positive mindset. [Jago FM: 12]

Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman will hold meetings with Indian External Affairs Minister
Dr § Jaishankar and other high-ups during his visit to India. [BBC: 03]

Health and Family Welfare Minister Sardar Md Sakhawat Hossain has strongly criticized previous
governments for recent surge in measles outhreaks and vaccine shortages in country. [Jago FM: 15]

EC has announced that voting for reserved women’s seats in 13th National Parliament will be held on
May 12, election schedule to be declared on April 8. [Jago FM: 13]

Government has given directives for turning off lights at fairs, cultural programmes and hillboards by T
pm to save electricity and energy. [Jago FM: 18]

R court has ordered authorities concerned to conduct DNA tests of 3 retired army personnel suspected of
involvement in murder of Comilla Victoria Govt. College student Sohagi Jahan Tonu. [BBC: 03]

R Bangladeshi youth named Md. Mizanur Rahman was shot dead by the Indian Border Security Force at
border in Patgram upazila of Lalmonirhat. [Jago FM: 14]

Traders say that price of edible oil is increasing at a rapid pace in wholesale market of Khatunganj,
Chittagong as a impact of Middle East war. [Jago FM: 13]

Iran has rejected a ceasefire proposal amid ongoing conflict with the United States and Israel. [BBC: 09]
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BBC

EMERGENCY JABS AFTER 100 CHILDREN DIE OF SUSPECTED MEASLES IN A
MONTH IN BANGLADESH

Bangladesh has launched an emergency vaccination campaign after a fast-spreading
measles outbreak is suspected of killing more than 100 people, mostly children, in what may
be the country's most lethal wave of the disease in recent history. The campaign, which
began on Sunday, comes amid more than 7,500 suspected measles cases since 15 March,
according to health ministry data. More than 900 of these cases have been confirmed - a
sharp increase from 2025, when just 125 measles cases were recorded over the entire year,
local media report. While Bangladesh has long vaccinated children against the highly
contagious disease, the recent outbreak has exposed gaps in its programme, raising
concern. "Vaccines are foundational to child survival,” Rana Flowers, the Unicef
representative in Bangladesh, said in a statement on Sunday, adding that the current
measles outbreak was "putting thousands of children, especially the youngest and most
vulnerable, at serious risk."

Why is there a spike in measles in Bangladesh?

In Bangladesh, a nation of 170 million people, routine measles vaccines are given to children
as young as nine months old. But Shahriar Sajjad, deputy director of the Health Department,
told BBC Bangla that about one-third of those infected in the recent outbreak were under
nine months old. The infections of these young infants "who are not yet eligible for routine
vaccination, are especially alarming”, said Flowers from Unicef. On top of routine
vaccinations, Bangladesh conducts special measles vaccination campaigns every four
years. But these campaigns haven't gone according to plan. There have been no special
measles vaccination campaigns since 2020, first because of Covid then because of the
"political situation”, Sajjad told BBC Bangla. Bangladesh experienced political upheaval in
2024, when massive anti-government protests toppled its long-ruling leader Sheikh Hasina.
An interim government took over after Hasina's ousting, and only in February this year did
the country elect a new government. A measles vaccination campaign was supposed to be
held in April this year, "but it did not happen", Sajjad said. A health official said procurement
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issues had led to a shortage of vaccines, including for measles, the Daily Star reported.
Many in Bangladesh have blamed the vaccine shortages on the former interim government,
which oversaw a new vaccine procurement system. But measles resurgences "are typically
the result of these accumulated gaps rather than a single factor", Unicef said in its
statement. "Bangladesh has a strong history of high immunisation coverage, but even small
disruptions can lead to the gradual accumulation of immunity gaps over time."

What is Bangladesh doing about it?

Along with international partners like Unicef and the World Health Organization (WHO),
Bangladesh has launched an emergency vaccination campaign for measles and rubella, a
milder disease with similar symptoms to measles. This campaign, which started on Sunday,
will be rolled out across 30 upazilas - sub-districts in Bangladesh - and targets more than 1.2
million children between six months and five years old. The campaign will prioritise "children
who have missed routine immunisation and are most vulnerable to severe illness and
complications”, according to Unicef. There will also be a particular focus on Dhaka, the
densely populated capital, and Cox's Bazar, home to crowded Rohingya refugee camps,
Unicef said. (BBC Web page : 06.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TRUMP ISSUES EXPLETIVE-LADEN THREAT TO IRAN OVER HORMUZ STRAIT
BLOCKAGE

US President Donald Trump has published an expletive-laden post on social media in which
he threatened to destroy Iran's power plants and bridges if it failed to meet his Tuesday
deadline to reopen the Strait of Hormuz to all shipping. He repeated an earlier threat to
unleash "hell" but told US media there was a "good chance" of a deal being reached with
Tehran. Iran mocked his ultimatum, dismissing it as "helpless, nervous and stupid”. Trump's
new threat came after he announced that the second crew member of a US fighter jet
downed over Iran had been successfully rescued in an operation deep inside hostile
territory. Both the US and Iran had scrambled to locate the US serviceman in a mountainous
region of south-western Iran. The pilot of the F-15 had been recovered shortly after the
aircraft was shot down on Friday. The incident came after more than a month of war, as Iran
continued to respond to US and Israeli air strikes with attacks on Gulf nations allied to the
two countries. Iran has also significantly impeded transit in the Strait of Hormuz, a vital
shipping lane through which about a fifth of the world's oil and gas normally passes, leading
to skyrocketing global oil prices and fears of higher inflation around the world.

(BBC Web page : 06.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HOW RESCUE OF US AIRMAN IN REMOTE PART OF IRAN UNFOLDED

US special forces launched a high-stakes raid into Iran on Sunday to rescue an injured
airman left stranded in a remote mountainous region after his aircraft was shot down two
days earlier. While many details remain confidential, some information has begun to emerge
about how the US raced against the clock and advancing Iranian operatives to find the
officer deep inside hostile territory. The airman's ordeal began on Friday when an F-15E
Strike Eagle jet was shot down over southwestern Iran - the first incident of its kind in more
than 20 years. The two US military personnel on board ejected and, while the pilot was
rescued the same day, the second crew member - a weapons operator - became separated
and remained stranded in a sparsely populated, rugged region. Official confirmation soon
followed swirling reports that a US airman was missing inside a war zone.

(BBC Web page : 06.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

. THE END ::



