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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has commented that the country is walking on path of democracy after
end of fascist regime. (R. Today: 19)

The Prime Minister has directed that Cox’s Bazar Marine Drive road expansion project will he
implemented without cutting down any trees. (Jago FM: 12)

Rosatom DG Alexey Likhachev has met with Prime Minister Tarique Rahman to discuss ongoing progress
of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant and Bangladesh’s energy security situation. (BBC: 03)

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, it is now time’s demand to include climate-induced
migration with country’s ongoing development process. (Jago FM: 16)

Prime Minister's Information and Broadcasting Adviser has informed that due to supply shortage, the
country is experiencing about 2,000 megawatts of load shedding. (BBC: 03)

Nine children have heen killed from measles-like symptoms in 24 hours. (BBC: 03)

Bangladesh and China have expressed hope to further strengthen technical and military cooperation
between two countries. (Jago FM: 14)

EU Election Observation Mission has suggested 19 recommendations to ensure transparency and
credibility in Bangladesh's future electoral process. (DW: 11)

Bangladesh Meteorological Department has advised country's four seaports to hoist cautionary signal no-3
due to increased air pressure variation. (Jago FM: 14)

United Arab Emirates has announced its withdrawal from OPEC due to current global fuel oil situation.
(BBC: 10)

Director: 44813046 Deputy News Controller: 44813048 Assistant News Controller: 44813041
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BBC

UKRAINE ACCUSES ISRAEL OF RECEIVING SHIPMENTS OF GRAIN 'STOLEN' BY
RUSSIA

A diplomatic row has broken out over allegations that Israel is receiving shipments of grain
from Russian-occupied Ukraine. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said that "another
vessel" carrying grain "stolen by Russia" had arrived at a port in Israel and was preparing to
unload. He said Israeli authorities "cannot be unaware" of what cargo was inside vessels
arriving at their country's ports, and warned that their failure to prevent the grain shipments
was undermining bilateral relations. Israel's Foreign Minister, Gideon Saar, said it rejected
such "Twitter diplomacy" and that the Ukrainian government had not provided evidence in
support of its claims. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told journalists that he "would rather
not comment on this in any way or get involved in this matter".

(BBC Web page : 28.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES TO QUIT OIL CARTEL OPEC

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is quitting the Opec and Opec+ groups of major oil
producing nations next month after nearly 60 years of membership. The UAE said its
decision would help it meet growing global energy demand in the long term after recent
investments to boost its production capacity. It is seen as a blow to the cartel, with one
analyst describing the exit as "the beginning of the end of Opec". The Gulf state's energy
minister said being a country with no obligation under the groups would give it more flexibility.
The UAE's departure represents a win for US President Donald Trump, who has previously
attacked Opec for "ripping off the rest of the world". In January he asked Saudi Arabia and
other Opec nations to "bring down the cost of oil" and doubled-down on his threat to use
tariffs. And Saul Kavonic, head of energy research at MST Financial, said it was "the
beginning of the end" for the alliance. "With the UAE leaving, Opec loses about 15% of its
capacity and one of its most compliant members."(BBC Web page : 28.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
THIRD UKRAINIAN STRIKE HITS RUSSIAN OIL REFINERY AND PROMPTS
EVACUATIONS

A major Russian oil refinery on the Black Sea has been hit for the third time this month by
Ukrainian drones, causing a "massive fire" and forcing the evacuation of people living nearby,
local officials have said. Earlier strikes in the past two weeks at the Tuapse refinery caused a
big oil spill in the sea and residents reported "black" rain falling on the city and leaving an
oily residue everywhere. The Kremlin accused Ukraine of "further increasing the oil shortage
in global energy markets... and provoking further destabilisation". Ukraine's military
confirmed the latest drone strike, saying such refineries helped fund Russia's full-scale
invasion launched in 2022. More than 160 firefighters were deployed to extinguish the blaze,
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Krasnodar regional governor Veniamin Kondratyev said on Tuesday. No casualties were
reported. In a post on Telegram on Tuesday morning, Kondratyev said firefighters and other
rescuers were working in "extremely difficult conditions", and he described their efforts as
"true heroism". "Our top priority is preserving the lives and health of city residents and
visitors," he added. (BBC Web page : 28.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

NZ AXES PLAN FOR WW2 SEX SLAVES STATUE AFTER JAPAN PROTEST

Plans to erect a statue in New Zealand symbolising the so-called comfort women who were
forced into sexual slavery by Japan during World War Two have been rejected. The
Japanese embassy had warned that the installation of the structure in a public garden in
Auckland "could have a significant impact" on the diplomatic relations between the two
countries. The bronze statue, which depicts a girl seated next to an empty chair, was given
to New Zealand by the Korean Council for Justice and Remembrance, a non-government
group advocating against military sexual slavery. More than 200,000 women and girls, most
of them Korean, were forced into prostitution to serve Japanese soldiers during the war. This
estimate also includes women from mainland China, the Philippines, Indonesia and Taiwan.
(BBC Web page : 28.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

EXECUTIONS IN NORTH KOREA RAMPED UP SIGNIFICANTLY DURING PANDEMIC -
REPORT

Executions rose sharply in North Korea during the Covid-19 pandemic, according to a Seoul-
based NGO. From January 2020 to the end of 2024, at least 153 people were executed or
sentenced to death - a sharp increase from 44 people in the five years before the pandemic,
according to a report by the Transitional Justice Working Group (TJWG). Some of the most
common offences were related to religion, superstition and foreign cultural content -
including the consumption of K-dramas and K-pop. The number of killings declined between
2015 and 2019 amid international pressure following a landmark UN inquiry. But executions
surged in 2020, after Pyongyang closed its borders, said TJWG. The NGO found that
executions in North Korea peaked in the early years of Kim's rule, with more than 80 people
executed in 2013.(BBC Web page : 28.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

RESCUERS RACE TO FREE SURVIVORS TRAPPED INSIDE TRAIN AFTER FATAL
INDONESIA CRASH

Rescuers are racing to try and free people trapped inside a train involved in a fatal collision
outside the Indonesian capital Jakarta on Monday. At least 15 people were killed and dozens
injured in the accident which took place when a stationary passenger train was hit from
behind by a long-distance commuter train running on the same track. Local media ran
footage of passengers on medical trolleys near Bekasi Timur Station, with other images
showing rescuers trying to free people from the train wreckage. There are still victims who
are alive "but they're pinned by train material", Mohammad Syafii, who leads Indonesia's
search and rescue agency, told reporters early on Tuesday.

(BBC Web page : 28.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



