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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said, government has started working to decentralize health service
to reduce disparities in healthcare access. (Jago FM: 16)

Country's first Hajj flight has arrived in Saudi Arabia with 419 pilgrims after Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman inaugurated this year’s Hajj Flight at Hazrat Shahjalal International Hirport in Dhaka.
(R. Today: 13)

Prime Minister's Office has informed that BNP-led government has taken 60 significant steps in last two
months since taking office for country’s development. (BBC: 03)

Government has increased fuel oil prices at consumer level, aligning with global oil rates. (BBC: 03)

Government has expanded Piloting activities of Fuel Pass BD app for motorcycle registration in other
districts beyond Dhaka. (R. Today: 13)

Shipping Minister Sheikh Rabiul Alam has said, all efforts are underway in diplomatic channels to return
ship 'Banglar Joyjatra' stranded in Strait of Hormuz. (Jago FM: 17)

Education and Primary and Mass Education Minister Dr. ANM Ehsanul Haque Milon has informed that
there will be no silent expulsion in next public examinations. (BBC: 03)

Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Authority has granted commissioning licence for first unit of
Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant. (Jago FM: 17)

At least 12 people have bheen killed in thunderbolt striked across country’s six districts.  (R. Today: 14)

Iran has decided to close Strait of Hormuz again until US blockade on Iranian ports is lifted.  (DW: 12)

Director: 44813046 Deputy News Controller: 44813048 Assistant News Controller: 44813047
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WHAT PEOPLE IN POWER THINK THE IMPACT OF THE IRAN WAR WILL BE

The two centres of this crisis are the 24-mile Strait of Hormuz south of Iran and 7,000 miles
away in the White House. This week was the unique opportunity for the rest of the world to
make its economic case to US President Donald Trump's administration directly at the
Spring meeting of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank — taking place in
Washington DC just down the road from the White House. The sense | got speaking to the
majority of G7 finance ministers, some central bankers, and some of the world's top
financiers was unhappiness about the rest of the world picking up the inadvertent but
predictable costs of the US's decision to go to war. It was the Chancellor Rachel Reeves
who was especially vocal on the "folly" and "mistake" of war "which is not ours". The
meetings of finance ministers such as the G20 breakfast were sombre affairs. According to
participants, the United States was the only voice in the room projecting short-term
confidence. (BBC Web page : 18.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

FRENCH PEACEKEEPER KILLED IN SOUTHERN LEBANON

A French peacekeeper has been killed and three others wounded after a UN patrol came
under fire in southern Lebanon, in what officials described as a deliberate attack. The soldier
was serving with the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (Unifil), which confirmed that
one peacekeeper had died and three others were injured, two of them seriously, when their
patrol came under small-arms fire. French President Emmanuel Macron blamed the attack
on Hezbollah. The Iran-backed armed group denied "any connection" to the incident. It
comes amid heightened tensions in southern Lebanon, where peacekeepers have faced
growing risks since renewed fighting between Hezbollah and Israel erupted on 2 March. A
10-day ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon came into effect on 16 April. The US, which
announced the deal, urged Hezbollah to abide by its terms. "Everything suggests that
responsibility for this attack lies with Hezbollah," Macron said. "France demands that the
Lebanese authorities immediately arrest the perpetrators and take their responsibilities
alongside Unifil." (BBC Web page : 18.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

IRAN SAYS STRAIT OF HORMUZ IS 'OPEN' BUT TRACKING SHOWS FEW SHIPS
MOVING

Iran's foreign minister has said the Strait of Hormuz has reopened for commercial vessels,
but added that ships should use designated safe lanes. Tehran has effectively blocked the
key oil shipping channel since the US and Israel attacked the country on 28 February. A
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ceasefire between the US and Iran is due to expire on 22 April. US President Donald Trump
said a naval blockade of Iranian ports would continue until a peace deal was agreed
between the two countries but that it was "a great and brilliant day for the world". Maritime
groups say they are still verifying whether it is safe for vessels to travel through the strait,
and tracking shows minimal ship movement. The announcement by Abbas Araghchi, Iran's
foreign minister, came on Friday - the first full day of a 10-day ceasefire between Israel and
Lebanon. (BBC Web page : 18.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

SENIOR OFFICIAL OUSTED OVER MANDELSON SECURITY ROW TO FACE MPS

The chief Foreign Office official ousted over the decision to grant Peter Mandelson a security
clearance despite vetting concerns is expected to face questions from MPs on Tuesday. Sir
Olly Robbins will be grilled by the Foreign Affairs Committee over why the ex-US
ambassador received the clearance, and whether No 10 was told about red flags. It adds to
the potential jeopardy Sir Keir Starmer faces next week, with the planned appearance
coming a day after he is due to appear in the Commons to answer questions about the row.
Sir Olly's predecessor Lord Simon McDonald has defended the senior official, telling BBC
Radio 4's Today programme that "No 10 wanted a scalp and wanted it quickly". He
continued: "I cannot see that there was any process, any fairness, any giving [Sir Olly] the
chance to set out his case, and that feels, to me, wrong." Lord McDonald, who was
permanent secretary between 2015 and 2020, said details from the "confidential" vetting
process would "never be shared with No 10 or the prime minister".

(BBC Web page : 18.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

FRENCH FILM STAR NATHALIE BAYE DIES AGED 77, MEDIA REPORT

One of France's most celebrated film stars, Nathalie Baye, has died aged 77, French media
report. President Emmanuel Macron said the much-loved stalwart of French cinema had
been "an actress with whom we loved, dreamed and grew up". A four-time acting winner at
the Césars - France's equivalent of the Oscars - Baye starred in some 80 films in her lifetime
after breakout roles in the early 1970s. Her family told the French news agency AFP she had
died at her home in Paris on Friday evening from a form of dementia. Born into a bohemian
family of artists in Normandy in 1948, she began her career as a dancer before turning to
acting. Baye got her break in Frangois Truffaut's 1973 comedy La Nuit Américaine, titled Day
for Night in English - when she was fresh out of drama school, Le Monde reported.

(BBC Web page : 18.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

ONE DEAD AFTER CAR HITS PEDESTRIANS IN MELBOURNE, POLICE SAY

Police have arrested a man in Melbourne after a car mounted a kerb and drove into
pedestrians, killing one. A grey Toyota struck two pedestrians on Langs Road in the Ascot
Vale suburb just before 17:00 local time (07:00 GMT) on Saturday, Victoria Police said. One
pedestrian died at the scene and the second was taken to hospital with life-threatening
injuries. Police said the circumstances surrounding the collision had not yet been established
and the arrested man was due to be interviewed. Local media reported the crash happened
outside the Melbourne Showgrounds, which had been hosting the two-day Supanova Comic
Con & Gaming event. Pictures of the scene showed a police cordon around the vehicle
which appeared to have visible damage. (BBC Web page : 18.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



