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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has informed that government has formulated action plan for first 180
days and next 5 years to implement its election manifesto and steps have been taken to implement those.
(R. Today: 19)

Tarique Rahman has said, his government has given utmost priority to recover laundered money from the
country. (R. Today: 19)

Government has decided to distribute jute bags and uniforms to primary school students in every upazila
across the country. (BBC: 08)

Information and Broadcasting Minister Zahir Uddin Swapon has called for an effective assistance from
UNESCO to prevent spreading of misinformation in Bangladesh. (Jago FM: 14)

Hn accused has been arrested for first time after 10 years in murder case of Sohagi Jahan Tonu, killed
in Cumilla cantonment area. (DW: 12)

Traders inform that production capacity of Bangladesh's export-oriented ready-made garment factories
has decreased significantly due to power and energy crisis. (BBC: 04)

Traders have sought permission from government to keep shops open from noon till late at night before
Eid-ul-Adha. (Jago FM: 12)

BSF has arrested two Bangladeshi teemagers on charges of illegally entering India through border in
Panchagarh. (BBC: 08)

Iranian Foreign Ministry has said, the country will take necessary and appropriate measures to protect
its national interests and security. (BBC: 07)
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BBC

EU APPROVES €90BN LOAN FOR UKRAINE AS PIPELINE IS TURNED ON ENDING
DEADLOCK

Ukraine says it has resumed pumping Russian oil through a pipeline into Hungary and
Slovakia, bringing to an end months of deadlock over a €90bn (£78bn) loan seen as vital
European Union support for Kyiv. Soon afterwards, EU ambassadors meeting in Brussels
gave preliminary approval to the loan, as well as a 20th package of sanctions on Russia,
officials said. EU leaders will sign it off at an informal summit in Cyprus on Thursday.
Although the funding was agreed last December, Hungary's Viktor Orban slapped a veto on
the payment in February after Ukraine said damage caused by a Russian attack had brought
supplies to a halt. Ukrainian oil and government sources told officials in Hungary and
Slovakia that pumping had restarted, hours after the EU ambassadors began discussing the
loan. Orban had demanded the oil start flowing again before the loan could be paid out, and
Ukraine confirmed the repairs had been completed on Tuesday.

(BBC Web page : 22.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

SOUTH KOREAN FIGHTER JETS COLLIDED DUE TO PILOTS TAKING PICTURES
South Korean authorities have found that two fighter jets collided mid-air in 2021 because
the pilots were taking pictures and videos. The incident took place while the jets were on a
flight mission in the central city of Daegu, according to Seoul's Board of Audit and Inspection.
The pilots survived with no injuries, but the collision damaged the planes, costing the military
880 million won ($596,000; £440,500) in repairs. One of the pilots, who has since left the
military, was made to pay a fine of 88 million won. The incident took place because that pilot
had wanted to take photos to commemorate his last flight with his military unit. Taking
photos of significant flights was "a widespread practice among pilots at the time", the audit
board said in a report published on Wednesday. The pilot had declared his intent to do so in
a briefing before the flight, according to the report. He was flying the wingman aircraft and
was following the lead aircraft during the mission. While flying back to their base, he started
taking pictures using his personal mobile phone.

(BBC Web page : 22.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

IRAN SEIZED TWO SHIPS IN STRAIT OF HORMUZ AFTER VESSELS ATTACKED

Iran's navy said it has seized two cargo ships in the Strait of Hormuz and taken them to the
country's coast after reports that three vessels came under fire from Iranian forces. Nour
News, a website affiliated with Iran's Supreme National Security Council, said the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) opened fire on the first ship, the Epaminodes, after it had
"ignored the warnings of the Iranian armed forces". A second ship, named Euphoria, was
then stopped after being "fired upon", followed by the targeting of a third vessel, the MSC-
Francesca, according to BBC Verify. IRGC-affiliated outlet Fars News Agency said the
Revolutionary Guard was behind the attacks. IRGC Naval Command posted on social media
that the two seized ships - the Epaminodes and MSC-Francesca - had "endangered
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maritime security by operating without the necessary permits and tampering with navigation
systems". "Disruption of order and safety in the Strait of Hormuz is our red line," the
statement read. The two seized vessels will have their cargo and documents examined, it
added in an announcement reported by Iranian state television. The interceptions come
hours after US President Donald Trump extended a two-week ceasefire with Iran until talks
between the two nations come to a conclusion.(BBC Web page : 22.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)
TRUMP BUYS TIME FOR IRAN DEAL AFTER FRANTIC DAY OF DIPLOMACY

Tuesday began as a frantic day of diplomacy in Washington, with Air Force Two ready to fly
Vice President JD Vance to Islamabad for another round of peace talks between the US and
Iran. Several hours later, Air Force Two hadn't taken off and the negotiations were
postponed. President Donald Trump announced that he would extend the ceasefire with Iran,
set to expire on Wednesday evening, to allow the regime more time to create a "unified
proposal" to end the war. In between, Trump weighed his options as the world waited to see
if the countries were any closer to ending the war. Trump's decision marked the second time
in as many weeks that he has backed off a threat to escalate the war, buying himself more
time to wind down a conflict as it approaches the two-month mark. Vance never officially
announced the Islamabad trip, leaving Washington guessing. And Iran never officially
committed to attending the talks, leaving the White House in the difficult position of deciding
whether or not to send Vance with no assurance that Tehran would even come to the table.
(BBC Web page : 22.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

STARMER SENDS 'CHILL' THROUGH CIVIL SERVICE, ITS UNION BOSS SAYS

Sir Keir Starmer is being accused of sending a "real chill throughout the civil service" by a
senior union official, after the PM's decision to sack the lead civil servant in the Foreign
Office over the Lord Mandelson vetting fiasco. Sir Olly Robbins, who gave evidence to the
Foreign Affairs Select Committee on Tuesday, was fired as the permanent under secretary
at the Foreign Office last week. Dave Penman, head of the FDA trade union which
represents senior civil servants, told BBC Newsnight: "l think the prime minister is losing the
ability to work with the civil service. "Who in the civil service would now think they would be
immune from when it is politically expedient to be dismissed?"

(BBC Web page : 22.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

THIRTEEN KILLED IN SECOND INDIA FIREWORKS BLAST IN THREE DAYS

At least 13 people have been killed in an explosion at a firecracker factory in India's southern
state of Kerala, officials say. The incident took place in Thrissur, where around 40 people
were believed to be assembling firecrackers in a cluster of sheds for an upcoming festival.
Several others were injured, with five reported to be in critical condition. This was the second
such incident this week. On Sunday, a blast at a firecracker factory in neighbouring Tamil
Nadu state left at least 25 dead. Accidental explosions are a grim routine in India's fireworks
industry, recurring with troubling regularity - most visibly around Sivakasi in Tamil Nadu,
which produces much of the country's supply. The explosion in Thrissur on Tuesday around
15:30 local time (10:00 GMT) triggered secondary blasts that slowed rescue efforts.
Firecrackers were being made in temporary sheds near paddy fields with poor road access,
hampering emergency response. The force of the blast was felt kilometres away - some
residents mistook it for an earthquake - and nearby homes were damaged. Eyewitnesses
described chaotic scenes as locals joined rescue efforts, pulling out the injured and dead.
Kerala's Revenue Minister K Rajan told the BBC that all fireworks units preparing for the
upcoming Thrissur Pooram - a major annual Hindu temple festival - had permission to
manufacture and store fireworks in designated areas.

(BBC Web page : 22.04.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: The End ::



