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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has asked the Education Ministry to explore alternative measures to ease traffic
congestion in the capital during school hours. (Jago FM: 12)

The govt has decided not to increase fuel prices in Bangladesh despite the ongoing crisis across the
Middle East due to the US-Israeli and Iran war. (BBC: 03)

The Petrol Pump Owners' Association has demanded that security at petrol pumps across the country be
strengthened, government monitoring be increased, and initiatives be taken to prevent chaos.  (DW: 09)

Demand for goods in importing markets has declined significantly due to the uncertainty and economic
crisis caused by the month-long Iran-Israel war, which has reduced consumer’s income.  (Jago FM: 13)

The govt is considering introducing both online and offline classes at the school level due to the ongoing
global energy crisis. (Jago FM: 15)

There have been allegations that 41 children have died of measles in the country in recent times; a
decision taken during the former interim government is heing hlamed for this. (DW: 10)

Health Services Division of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has said 10 types of vaccines,
including measles, will arrive soon to control the outbreak of measles & reduce child mortality in
country. (Jago FM: 12)

Health & Family Welfare Minister Sardar Md Sakhawat Hussain has said the health sector has been
severely disrupted and collapsed in many places due to the past govt's limitless corruption. (Jago FM: 13)

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shama Obaid has said India wants to have new relations with the
BNP-led govt; at the same time, the country will normalize visas soon. (JTago FM: 15)

The Iranian government has said Israeli-US strikes have hit one of Iran’s largest pharmaceutical
companies in Tehran, which produces anaesthetics and cancer drugs. (BBC: 08)
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BBC

'FELT CLOSE TO DEATH': INDIAN SEAFARERS DETAINED IN IRAN RETURN HOME
Eight Indian seafarers who were detained in Iran in December have returned home after
weeks of delay caused by the war in the Middle East. The men were part of an 18-member
crew - 16 Indians and one each from Sri Lanka and Bangladesh - on a ship seized by Iranian
authorities who alleged they were smuggling fuel. The company operating the ship denied
this. Eight crew members returned to India on 10 February. The remaining eight Indians
reached home on Sunday after an arduous journey that involved travelling via land to
Armenia and then taking a flight via Dubai. The crew members from Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh also flew back to their countries from Armenia. The ship, MT Valiant Roar,
operated by Dubai-based Prime Tankers LLC, was seized on 8 December while it was in
international waters. Some of the crew members were taken to a jail in Iran's Bandar Abbas
port city, while the others were detained on the vessel.

(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HOW PAKISTAN WON OVER TRUMP TO BECOME AN UNLIKELY MEDIATOR IN THE
IRAN WAR

Pakistan's role as intermediary in this conflict took many by surprise. But perhaps it
shouldn't. The head of its armed forces, Field Marshal Asim Munir, is in US President
Donald Trump's favour. The US leader frequently refers to him as his "favourite" Field
Marshal and has previously spoken about how Munir knows Iran "better than most". Iran is
not only a neighbour of Pakistan, with whom it shares a 900km (559 miles) or so border, but
by its own messages also has a "brotherly" relationship with deep cultural and religious ties.
It also has no US air bases. And unlike many of the usual intermediaries in the Gulf it has
not yet been pulled into the conflict. Crucially, it is willing to wade in - peace between the US
and Iran by many accounts would be in its interest. Still, there have been questions about
how a country embroiled in conflict with two of its neighbours - Afghanistan and India - has
positioned itself as a bringer of peace.(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

CHINA BANS STORING CREMATED REMAINS IN EMPTY 'BONE ASH APARTMENTS'
Empty high-rise properties known as 'bone ash apartments' have become popular places for
Chinese mourners to store ashes. Pictured is a file photo of flats in China. The Chinese
government is set to ban people from storing the cremated remains of their loved ones in
empty apartments instead of paying for expensive cemetery plots. The new law will put an
end to "bone ash apartments”, which have risen in popularity as spaces in cemeteries
remain scarce. Low property prices in the country mean that for many, it is more affordable
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to entomb the ashes of relatives in an empty apartment than pay for funeral costs. The
legislation prohibits the use of residential properties "specifically for the placement of ashes"
as well as the burial of remains outside of cemeteries and areas where ecological burial is
legal. Bone ash apartments are empty properties which are turned into ritual halls by family
members of the deceased. Their loved one's ashes are placed inside and the space turned
into an ancestral shrine.(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

ZELENSKY SAYS ALLIES ASKED HIM TO SCALE BACK ATTACKS ON RUSSIAN
ENERGY

Volodymyr Zelensky has said Ukraine's allies have urged him to scale back attacks on
Russia's energy infrastructure amid the ongoing global fuel crisis - but that they would only
end if Russia stopped targeting Ukraine's first. The Ukrainian president told journalists in a
WhatsApp voice message that, by launching attacks on Russia's energy system, Ukraine
was only responding in kind. It is unclear which countries he may have been referring to.
China and India remain heavily dependent on Russian oil, and the EU on Russian gas.
Zelensky's comments come amid a string of long-range Ukrainian strikes on Russia's energy
sector, including the key oil export terminal at the port of Ust-Luga outside St Petersburg.
"We have received messages from some of our partners asking about how our responses
against Russia's oil sector - the energy sector - can be reduced," Zelensky said in the voice
message.(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

EUROVISION SONG CONTEST LAUNCHES FIRST-EVER ASIA EDITION

Known for its glitzy stage costumes and sometimes outlandish performances, the Eurovision
Song Contest is how launching its first ever Asia edition. Broadcasters from 10 countries in
the region, including South Korea, Thailand and the Philippines, have confirmed that they
will be taking part. According to the contest's website, which lists the participating countries,
there are "more to follow". These countries will first host their own national selections before
the grand final in Bangkok which will be broadcast live on 14 November. First held in 1956,
Eurovision has grown into the world's longest running international music competition.

(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

HUGE FIRES AT RUSSIAN OIL FACILITIES FOLLOWING UKRAINE STRIKES,
SATELLITE IMAGES SHOW

Satellite imagery and verified videos show Ukraine has repeatedly struck key Russian oil
export infrastructure near the Baltic Sea in the past week, leaving some facilities burning for
several days. BBC Verify has confirmed at least three oil sites in Russia's Leningrad region
have been attacked since 23 March, including the ports of and Ust-Luga and Primorsk - and
the inland Kirishi oil refinery. On Tuesday, Ukraine drone forces commander Robert Brovdi
said Ust-Luga had been struck again on Monday night "to keep the fire going". Governor of
Leningrad region Alexander Drozdenko said three people, including two children, were
injured during the attack in which 38 drones were shot down. According to analysis by the
Finland-based Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (Crea) 20% of Russia's total olil
exports departed from Ust-Luga and 22% from Primorsk.

(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

IRAN USING CHILDREN IN SECURITY ROLES IN WAR, REPORTS AND WITNESSES
SAY

The death of an 11-year-old Iranian boy reportedly in an air strike while manning a security
checkpoint alongside his father in Tehran has thrown focus on a new initiative to recruit
children into the security services. Alireza Jafari's mother Sadaf Monfared told the
municipality-run newspaper Hamshahri that the pair had been helping Basij volunteer militia
patrols and checkpoints to "maintain the security of Tehran and its people" when they were
kiled on 11 March. Last week, an Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) official in
Tehran told the IRGC-affiliated Fars News Agency that the organisation would enrol
"volunteers" aged 12 and above. Eyewitnesses have told the BBC they have seen children,
including some armed, in security roles in the capital and other cities. Foreign-based human
rights organisations have also reported Alireza's death. The Kurdish group Hengaw said he
was a "fifth-grade student” who was killed while present at a checkpoint in Tehran.

(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

PALESTINIANS CONVICTED OF LETHAL ATTACKS FACE DEATH PENALTY UNDER
NEW ISRAELI LAW
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Israel's parliament has approved a law that would make the death penalty the default
sentence for Palestinians convicted of deadly terror attacks. Critics have described the new
law as discriminatory and several European nations warn it risks undermining "democratic
principles”. The new law passed its third and final reading in the Knesset by 62 votes to 48
on Monday, with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu voting in favour. The bill
stipulates that Palestinians convicted in Israeli military courts of carrying out deadly attacks
deemed to be "acts of terrorism" would be executed by hanging within 90 days, with a
possible postponement of up to 180 days. In theory, Jewish Israelis could also be executed
under the law - but in practice this almost certainly would not happen, as the death penalty
could only be carried out where the intention of the attack was to "negate the existence of
the state of Israel".(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

TWO INDONESIAN UN PEACEKEEPERS KILLED IN EXPLOSION IN LEBANON

Two Indonesian peacekeepers were killed in southern Lebanon on Monday when an
"explosion of unknown origin destroyed their vehicle", the UN agency tasked with policing
the region has said. A third peacekeeper was "severely" injured in the explosion, and a
fourth was hurt, the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (Unifil) said on Monday. Initial
findings suggest a roadside explosion struck their convoy, UN peacekeeping chief Jean-
Pierre Lacroix said the following day. It was the second fatal incident in 24 hours, Unifil
noted. A peacekeeper - who was also Indonesian - was killed on Sunday when a projectile,
also of unknown origin, exploded in Adchit Al Qusayr, southern Lebanon. Unifil said it had
launched investigations to determine what happened in both incidents. The deaths come
shortly after the Israeli military announced it would step up ground and air attacks against
the Lebanese armed group Hezbollah. Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed militia as well as a
political party, has fired rockets into Israel in retaliation for the ongoing US-Israeli strikes on
Iran. In a statement on Telegram, the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) said the incidents were
being "thoroughly reviewed in order to clarify the circumstances and determine whether they
resulted from Hezbollah activity or from IDF activity."

(BBC Web page : 31.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



