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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has said there are about 40 million poor families in country & playing an effective
role in poverty alleviation will be possible within 10 to 15 years solely through the Zakat system by
ensuring well-planned Zakat distribution. (Jago News: 13)

R total of 12 cargo vessels, including 4 LNG carriers & 2 LPG tankers, successfully crossed the Strait of
Hormuz hefore the start of the US-Israeli war with Iran have arrived at Chittagong Port. (Jago News: 16)

Power Minister Igbal Hassan Mahmood has said Bangladesh has sufficient fuel reserves and two more
fuel-laden vessels were scheduled to arrive in Bangladesh on Mar 9. (BBC: 03)

CPD Executive Director Fahmida Khatun has said if the war situation in the Middle East continues, there

is a risk of increasing oil prices, employment crisis & disruptions in the supply system in country.
(Jago News: 16)

The ongoing situation in the Middle East has created fresh anxiety and concern among the families of
expatriate Bangladeshis. (BBC: 04)

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has apologised to the neighbouring countries for attacks launched
during its war with Israel & USA - but asserted that Tehran will not strike unless they attack first.
(BBC: 07)

Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed has said the govt aims to establish a "new parliamentary culture" by
removing past “bad precedents” to ensure lawmakers contribute effectively to public welfare.
(Jago News: 14)

Health Minister Sardar Sakhawat Husain Bakul has said journalists bring out various inconsistencies and
problems in society and thus many important issues come to the attention of the govt.  (Jago FM: 16)

Bangladesh Coast Guard has been carrying out round-the-clock patrols in coastal and horder areas to
prevent the smuggling of fuel and essential commodities into Myanmar. (Jago News: 1)

The Directorate of National Consumer Rights Protection has fined a shop in Chittagong city Tk 100,000
for allegedly selling Bangladeshi-made products at higher prices by claiming they were Indian.
(Jago FM: 15)
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BBC

IRAN LAUNCHES MISSILE AT ISRAEL.: IDF

The Israeli military says it has identified missiles launched from Iran towards Israel. "Defence
systems are operating to intercept the threat," the IDF says, adding alerts have been sent to
some mobile phones instructing residents to stay in protected spaces.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

MESSAGE FROM IRAN'S PRESIDENT IS 'CLEAR"': SPOKESPERSON

The deputy of communications for the Iranian president's office has commented on Masoud
Pezeshkian's televised message this morning. "President Pezeshkian's message is clear: if
the countries in the region do not co-operate with the US in its attacks on us, we will not
attack them," he says. "The Islamic Republic of Iran never bows to force, and our powerful
armed forces, in accordance with the issued guidelines, will give a decisive response to any
aggression from American bases." Pezeshkian apologized to neighbouring states earlier,
and said Tehran would not attack them "unless attacked first". However, neighbouring states
continue to report on Saturday that they are intercepting missiles and drones.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

IDF ISSUES EVACUATION ORDERS PARTS OF SOUTHERN LEBANON

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) warned of further strikes on southern Lebanon. In a post
published on X, IDF spokesperson Avichay Adraee shares a map of the targeted area and
warns residents in affected areas to evacuate. The IDF says buildings used by Hezbollah
are in the vicinity. The lIsraeli military has also reported that it "continues to degrade"
Hezbollah capabilities in the region, following earlier strikes on Beirut's southern suburbs.
(BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)
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HEZBOLLAH SAYS IT TARGETED ISRAELI MILITARY BASE

Hezbollah says it targeted Israel's Dado military base, north-east of the city of Safed, with a
missile strike at 13:00 local time. In a post on Telegram, it said the strike was in response to
Israeli strikes on "dozens of Lebanese cities and towns, including the southern suburbs of
Beirut". (BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

FIFTEEN BALLISTIC MISSILES INTERCEPTED ON SATURDAY: UAE

The United Arab Emirates sad it has intercepted 15 ballistic missiles and 119 drones on
Saturday. In an update from its ministry of defence, it says that air defence systems detected
a total of 16 ballistic missiles, of which 15 were intercepted and one fell into the sea. Air
defence systems also detected 121 UAVs - or drones - and intercepted 119 of them, "while
two fell within the territory of the UAE", it says. Ballistic missiles are much rocket-powered
long-range weapons, that can cost millions to manufacture. UAVs - unmanned aerial
vehicles - or drones, are slower, low-flying propeller - driven aircraft. They can be produced
at a much lower cost. (BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 41 KILLED IN ISRAELI AIR ATTACKS ON LEBANON'S BEKAA: MINISTRY
At least 41 people have been killed and 40 wounded in Israeli air and ground raids on the
Lebanese town of Nabi Chit, in the eastern Bekaa Valley, according to the country's Ministry
of Public Health. There was no immediate comment from the lIsraeli military, which has
launched numerous deadly attacks and sent ground troops into southern Lebanon, but until
now not further north in the east, since the Iran-aligned Lebanese group Hezbollah fired
missiles at Israel on Monday to avenge the killing of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, joining the war. According to Lebanon's official National News Agency (NNA), an
Israeli commando unit "infiltrated under the cover of darkness" towards a family cemetery in
the eastern part of Nabi Chit overnight. (BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

UK AIRCRAFT CARRIER HMS PRINCE OF WALES PLACED ON ADVANCED
READINESS

The BBC has learned that HMS Prince of Wales, one of Britain's two aircraft carriers, has
been placed on advanced readiness to sail from Portsmouth. Defence sources say the ship's
crew has been told they must be ready to leave in five days. Before this, the ship's so-called
"notice to sail" was 14 days. This may raise speculation that the carrier could be deployed to
the Mediterranean to help defend British interests threatened during the conflict in the Middle
East. The government has been accused of not acting fast enough to protect Cyprus from
enemy drones and missiles. The Type 45 destroyer, HMS Dragon, has been deployed to the
region but will be ready to leave port until next week.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

"WE WILL DEFEND OURSELVES' FROM AGGRESSION: IRAN'S AMBASSADOR TO
UK

The Iranian ambassador to the UK, Seyed Ali Mousavi, has told the BBC that if
the"aggression from the American and Israeli side continues, we will continue to defend
ourselves". While Iran's president has apologized this morning and promised to stop attacks
on neighbouring states, the ambassador says his country's policy is to "defend themselves".
In an interview with Sunday with Laura Kuenssberg, Mousavi is asked if Iran would stop its
attacks on military bases in other parts of the Middle East. He says there is "willingness from
the Iranian side not to strike, not to attack our neighbours". He says that bases, properties or
facilities which target Iran would be considered "legitimate targets".

(BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

TRUMP DEMANDS 'UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER' FROM IRAN AS PUTIN SPEAKS
WITH IRAN'S PRESIDENT

US President Donald Trump has demanded Iran's "unconditional surrender" as the American
and Israeli military continued to launch strikes. Trump said the US and allies would make
Iran "economically bigger, better, and stronger than ever before" after it picked "acceptable”
new leadership. With the war close to entering a second week, it remains unclear who will
lead Iran after the killing of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei a week ago, or on what terms the
US would end its offensive against Tehran, which has triggered region-wide retaliatory
strikes. Speaking on Friday, White House spokeswoman Karolina Leavitt said the
administration expected military operations to last four to six weeks.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)
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FLIGHT PATHS SQUEEZED AS IRAN CONFLICT CLOSES MORE AIRSPACE

The closure of airspace over the southern half of Azerbaijan is putting additional pressure on
airlines scrambling to respond to disruption caused by the conflict in the Gulf. Flight traffic
had already been severely disrupted in a region which in normal times acts as a significant
hub for the global airline industry. But a drone attack on the small central Asian country has
squeezed many flights into a narrow corridor across the north of the country. Aviation expert
John Strickland said there was now a "very tight range of options for airlines" trying to
navigate the current situation. (BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN STRIKE ON KHARKIV APARTMENT BLOCK KILLS TEN

At least ten people including children have been killed and several others injured after a
Russian airstrike hit an apartment block in Kharkiv, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky
has said. Regional governor Oleg Synegubov said the missile damaged a five-storey
residential building on Saturday morning. He added that rescue workers are clearing up
debris. The latest overnight attacks triggered air alerts across Ukraine - including in
Dnipropetrovsk and in Zapprizhzhia. Russia's defence ministry confirmed it used drones to
carry out strikes on Ukrainian targets - adding its forces struck Ukrainian military compounds,
airfields and energy facilities, the Interfax news agency said. BBC News Web Page:
07/03/26, FARUK)

HEAVY RAINS AND FLOODING KILLS AT LEAST 23 IN NAIROBI

At least 23 people have been killed in Nairobi after heavy rain overnight caised severe
flooding in Kenya's capital city. Police said about 30 people had been rescued but many
others drowned after being swept into rivers - some have been electrocuted. Kenya's military
has been deployed to help people trapped inside their cars as police described widespread
damage to properties as well as road closures. Several flights bound for Nairobi Airport had
to be cancelled or diverted to the coastal city of Mombasa.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

MILITARY CHIEF DEFENDS UK RESPONSE TO MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

The head of the British military has told the BBC he "completely rejects” criticism that the UK
had been ill-prepared for the conflict in the Middle East. Speaking on Saturday as war
continued in the region, Chief of the Defence Staff Sir Richard Knighton said it was "probably
the most dangerous time of the last 30 years". Some have questioned the UK's response, in
particular around the sending of a Royal Navy ship to Cyprus to protect the UK military base,
RAF Akrotiri, which was targeted by a drone. Sir Richard said the UK had been "bolstering
our presence" in the region for several weeks but did not give a timeline for the arrival of
HMS Dragon, which remains in Portsmouth. (BBC News Web Page: 07/03/26, FARUK)

:: THE END



