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HIGHLIGHTS

The first session of the 13th National Parliament is going to begin at 11 am today. President
Shahabuddin will address the first sitting in accordance with constitutional provisions. (BBC: 05)

BNP Chairman and Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has instructed his party’s ministers and lawmakers to
remain polite and cautious in their behavior and public remarks. (Jago FM: 15)

DMP has imposed a ban on carrying all types of weapons, explosives & harmful materials in and around
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban ahead of the first session of the 13th National Parliament. (Jago FM: 13)

Ruling party MPs have entrusted PM Tarique Rahman with the responsibility of nominating candidates
for the posts of speaker & deputy speaker in the first session of the 13th parliament. (BBC: 05)

R Dhaka court has granted bail to journalist Anis Alamgir in a case lodged by the Anti-Corruption
Commission for amassing illegal wealth & laundering money abroad. (DW: 10)

Sales of diesel, octane, and gasoline have increased by up to 18 percent amid the war situation in the
Middle East. (Jago FM: 13)

0il prices have increased in at least 85 countries since the start of the war in the Middle East; however,
Bangladesh is not on this list. (Jago FM: 14)

The govt has decided to import three cargoes of LNG from two countries at more than double the price
amid the ongoing war in the Middle East. (Jago FM: 15)

Health Minister Sardar Md Sakhawat Hossain has expressed hope that the national e-health card will be

launched by June to make the country's healthcare system more powerful, integrated & effective.
(Jago FM: 18)

R Sri Lankan court has ordered the transfer of the bodies of 84 Iranian sailors killed in a US attack to
the Iranian embassy. (DW: 12)
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BBC

IRAN SAYS IT WON'T ALLOW 'A SINGLE LITRE OF OIL' TO PASS THROUGH STRAIT
OF HORMUZ

Iran says its policy for reciprocal strikes "has ended", a spokesman for Tehran's Khatam al-
Anbiya military command headquarters says in a statement. Tehran's policy now will be
"strike upon strike," spokesman Ebrahim Zolfaghari says. Tehran will "not allow even a
single litre of oil" to pass through the Strait of Hormuz to reach the US, Israel and their
partners, Zolfaghari adds. "Any vessel or tanker bound to them will be a legitimate target.”
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"Get ready for the oil barrel to be at $200 because the oil price depends on the regional
security which you have destabilized," the spokesman adds.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

STARMER DEFENDS DECISION TO KEEP UK OUT OF IRAN WAR

In the UK, Prime Minister's Questions is under way and the focus is on the war in Iran, with
Keir Starmer asked about the knock-on impact on the British public and whether British
troops will get involved. Starmer defends his decision not to join the war, and says: "Our
armed forces are working day and night to protect British lives and British interests in the
Middle East. "The RAF have flown over 230 hours of defensive operations over multiple
countries, shooting down multiple drones, protecting British lives and our allies,” he says.
Starmer says fuel duty will "remain frozen until September", and the government will keep
the situation under review in light of events in Iran.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

KLM CANCELS ALL FLIGHTS TO DUBAI UNTIL 28 MARCH

The Dutch airline KLM has cancelled all flights to Dubai until 28 March due to "the ongoing
geopolitical unrest in the Middle East", it says. Earlier, officials in Dubai said two drones "fell
in the vicinity" of Dubai International Airport this morning, and four people were injured. "KLM
remains available for the repatriation of stranded travellers," the airline says in a statement
on its website, adding that the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs is coordinating this. (BBC
News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

UK PETROL AND DIESEL PRICES CONTINUE TO RISE

Drivers in the UK are continuing to see the impact of conflict in the Middle East at the fuel
pump. Every $10 increase in the oil price pushes up petrol prices by roughly 7p a litter,
analysts say. These changes take about a fortnight to hit but some fuel companies are
already starting to put up prices to pre-empt the expected rise in costs. Unleaded petrol has
gone up another penny in the last 24 hours to 139p a litter. And diesel is up another 2p to
155.1p, says the RAC's Simon Williams. Diesel has gone up by nearly 13p, or 9%, since the
war started and is at its highest price since May 2024, he says. Brent crude, the global
benchmark for oil prices, is trading at $89.44 a barrel - more than 20% higher than before
the war. (BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN THREATENS ATTACKS ON US AND ISRAELI BANKS IN THE REGION

A spokesperson of Khatam al- Anbiya, Iran's top joint military command, has threatened that
Iran will target Israeli and US banks in the region in retaliation for what he says is the
targeting of a bank in Iran. Ebrahim Zolfaghari warns that "people in the region should not be
within a one-kilometre radius of banks", reports Iran's state news agency IRNA. "The enemy
has given us the freedom to target economic centres and banks" belonging to the US and
Israel, says Zolfaghari. Iran's state TV news channel has also reported that a building of
state-owned Sepah Bank in Tehran has been targeted.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

LEBANON'S HEALTH MINISTRY SAYS SEVEN KILLED IN VILLAGE STRIKE

Seven people have been killed and 23 injured following strikes in the Bekaa Valley in
eastern Lebanon, the state-run National News Agency reports, citing the health ministry. It
reports that the seven deaths and 18 of the injuries occurred in the village of Temnie Et
Tahta, 45km east of Beirut, with a further five injured in an attack on the nearby village of Al
al-Nabhri. In the last couple of hours, the IDF has issued a warning to six villages in southern
Lebanon telling people to evacuate their homes immediately.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL LAUNCHES FURTHER WAVE OF STRIKES AGAINST BEIRUT AND IRAN

Israel has announced it has begun a "wide-scale wave" of strikes against Iran while
simultaneously launching attacks against Beirut. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) says it is
targeting infrastructure belonging to Hezbollah and the Iranian regime. (BBC News Web
Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN WAR CAUSES TURBULENCE FOR UK MORTGAGES

At times of turmoil lenders often pull mortgage products from sale, unsure of how to price
them amid the uncertainty. The Iran war - and its global economic impact - means the cost of
borrowing in the UK is likely to be much higher over the coming months than previously
expected. The financial information service Moneyfacts says nearly 500 mortgage deals
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have been pulled off the shelves in the last two days - the equivalent of 6.5% of the market.
It says this is the most turbulent time for the UK mortgage market since the 2022 mini-
budget during the premiership of Liz Truss. (BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)
COUNTRIES MAY RELEASE 'RESERVE' OIL SUPPLIES

G7 nations have said they support releasing "strategic reserves" of oil as price volatility
continues because of the Iran war. All countries that are members of the International
Energy Association (IEA) are required to keep reserves of oil in case of global disruption -
roughly 90 days worth of supplies. The oil itself is not in a single geographic location.
Producers like Shell and BP keep stocks at terminals and refineries around the UK and can
earmark stocks held elsewhere as counting towards their reserves. However, energy
analysts have told the BBC that given there is a shortage of refining capacity, the release is
not a magic switch to increase the flow of refined products like petrol and jet fuel. (BBC
News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

CREW OF THAI CARGO SHIP BEING RESCUED AFTER STRIKE NEAR STRAIT OF
HORMUZ: THAI NAVY

Thailand's navy says it is providing urgent assistance after a Thai-flagged cargo ship was
attacked while sailing through the Strait of Hormuz. In a statement, the Royal Thai Navy
says 23 Thai crew members were aboard. Oman's navy has rescued 20 crew members and
is "in the process of rescuing" the remaining three, the Thai authorities say. The Thai navy
says officials received an initial report of the incident at approximately 11:00, but does not
specify the time zone. It says the ship was attacked after departing from Khalifa Port, United
Arab Emirates, several hours earlier. The cause of the attack is still under investigation, the
statement says. (BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

THIRTEEN SHIPS ATTACKED IN MIDDLE EAST REGION SINCE CONFLICT BEGAN

UK Maritime Trade Operations says it has received reports of 13 ships being attacked in the
Middle East since the start of the conflict. It says there have also been four reports of
suspicious activity, bringing the total number of incidents affecting ships operating in and
around the Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Oman to 17. The update comes after
reports of three commercial vessels being hit by "unknown projectiles” in the area in
separate incidents this morning, with the crew of one ship forced to evacuate after the vessel
was struck north of Oman. (BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

QATAR SAYS IT HAS INTERCEPTED 'MISSILE ATTACK®

Qatar's defence ministry says it has intercepted a "missile attack". It follows reports that
several booms have been heard in Doha. Earlier this morning our correspondent in Doha
reported that incoming fire in Qatar had been intercepted after Iran said it had launched its
35th wave of operations. (BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)

(BBC News Web Page: 11/03/26, FARUK)
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