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HIGHLIGHTS

Today is the great Independence Day; the nation is celebrating the 56th Independence and National Day
throughout the country in a befitting manner. (Jago News: 14)

President Muhammed Shahabuddin & PM Tarique Rahman have paid tribute to the hrave martyrs of 1971

Liberation War at the National Memorial in Savar on the occasion of the Independence & National Day.
(Jago News: 15)

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has unveiled a commemorative postage stamp marking the Independence
and National Day. (Jago News: 08)

In total, 26 bodies have been recovered so far from the bus sinking in the Padma River in Daulatdia,
Rajbari. (Jago News: 15)

Despite the fuel shortage at petrol pumps across country, including the capital Dhaka, due to the Iran
war, the govt says if things go according to plan, the crisis will not affect Bangladesh. (BBC: 03)

The government has decided to purchase two more cargoes of liquefied natural gas at more than double
the price amid the ongoing war situation in the Middle East. (Jago News: 11)

Iran has said that non-hostile ships will be allowed to pass through the Strait of Hormuz if they
coordinate with Iranian authorities. (DW: 06)

Tehran's ambassador to Pakistan, Reza Amiri Moghadam, has said there have been no "direct or
indirect" talks between USA & Iram; however, the friendly countries are trying to create a space for
dialogue hetween Tehran & Washington. (BBC: 04)

State Minister for Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, Mir Shah Alam, has said
elections to upazila parishads and municipalities will be held soon. (Jago News: 15)

The government has closed five more institutions after conducting raids in the capital for irregularities.
(Jago News: 14)
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IRAQ TO SUBMIT COMPLAINT TO THE UN AFTER ATTACKS

Iragq will submit a formal complaint to the United Nations Security Council after attacks on its
military units, a spokesman says in a statement from the prime minister's media office. The
prime minister has also told the foreign ministry to summon the charge d'affaires of the US
Embassy following the attacks. Iraq's defence ministry says seven fighters were killed and
13 injured at a base in western Irag on Wednesday. The strike comes after the deadliest
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attack on Iraq since the war began in the ml Middle East, which killed 15 Iraqi fighters on
Tuesday. (BBC News Web Page: 25/03/26, FARUK)

PENTAGON PUTS DEFENCE PRODUCTION 'ON A WARTIME FOOTING'

The Pentagon says it will boost production of several defence systems and munitions. It will
"accelerate the production of the precision strike missile," as well as the seekers for the
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (Thaad), which is designed to intercept high-altitude
missiles, the department says in a statement on its website. Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth wants to "put the defence industrial base on a wartime footing," the department
says, adding that it will also increase production of navigation systems and electronic
warfare solutions. (BBC News Web Page: 25/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN 'CLOSELY MONITORING' MOVEMENT OF US TROOPS: SPEAKER

The speaker of the Iranian parliament, Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, says Iran is "closely
monitoring all US movements in the region, especially troop deployments"”. "Do not test our
resolve to defend our land,” he adds in a social media post. The Pentagon is expected to
send troops from the 82nd Airborne Division - including ground forces and a command
element - according to CBS News, the BBC's US partner. Unconfirmed reports suggested
the Trump administration was considering Ghalibaf as a potential partner, and possibly even
a future leader. (BBC News Web Page: 25/03/26, FARUK)

GHANA DEMANDS COMPENSATION FOR SLAVERY IN LANDMARK UN VOTE

Slavery was the "most horrendous crime that took place in the history of mankind”, Ghana's
foreign minister has told the BBC ahead of a landmark vote at the UN General Assembly.
Member states are set to vote on a resolution - led by Ghana - to recognize the transatlantic
slave trade as "the gravest crime against humanity". The proposal urges UN member states
to consider apologizing for the slave trade and contributing to a reparations fund. The
resolution is likely to face resistance, as states like the UK have long rejected paying
reparations, saying today's institutions cannot be held responsible for past wrongs.

(BBC News Web Page: 25/03/26, FARUK)

DOZENS OF BODIES, MOSTLY INFANTS, DISCOVERED IN KENYA MASS GRAVE
About 32 bodies, mostly children, have been dug up from a mass grave in the western
Kenyan town of Kericho as investigations continue into the shocking discovery. The
exhumation was done after the police obtained a court order to retrieve 14 bodies that were
initially believed to have been buried at the site. Government pathologist Richard Njoroge
told journalists on Tuesday evening that what they found was "quite unusual” with bodies
"stacked in gunny bags", after a day-long process that was interrupted by heavy rains. A
post-mortem examination is expected to begin on Wednesday, amid calls to promptly
identify the bodies and investigate the circumstances of the deaths.

(BBC News Web Page: 25/03/26, FARUK)

FUEL PRICES BEGIN TO FALL IN IRELAND AFTER EXCISE DUTY CUTS

The reductions kicked in at midnight last night meaning fuel leaving depots from them
onwards was subject to the lower excise rates. From midnight the excise duty was cut by 20
cent on a litre of diesel and by 15 cent for petrol until the end of May. Last night, the Dalil
(Irish parliament) voted to approve the measures, which are part of a government support
package aimed at helping people with escalating prices caused by the war in the Middle
East. Diesel prices had risen from about €1.80 per litre to between €2.20 and €2.30 at the
weekend. Petrol also went up to about €2. RTE reported on Wednesday morning that diesel
prices on many forecourts have fallen to around €2.09 per litre, with petrol dropping to
around €1.85 per litre. (BBC News Web Page: 25/03/26, FARUK)

RUSSIA LAUNCHES 948 DRONES AT UKRAINE IN LARGEST ATTACK OVER 24-
HOUR PERIOD

Russia has launched the largest aerial attack on Ukraine over a 24-hour period since the war
began, hitting cities across the country with 948 drones. Ukraine's Air Force said 556 drones
had been fired since 09:00 local time on Tuesday, in an unusual daytime attack which killed
at least three people and injured dozens. In the western city of Lviv, the 16th century
Bernardine monastery - part of a Unesco World Heritage site in the city centre - was
damaged, local officials said. In the neighbouring Ivano-Frankivsk region, a maternity
hospital was hit. Those strikes came after an overnight Russian attack left five people dead.
Ukraine said 392 drones and 34 missiles were fired. In his video address on Tuesday
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evening, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said the scale of the latest attacks "clearly
shows that Russia has no intention of really ending this war".

(BBC News Web Page: 25/03/26, FARUK)

GHANA & EU SIGN LANDMARK DEFENCE DEAL TO COMBAT MILITANT ISLAMIST
THREAT

Ghana has signed a defence agreement with the European Union (EU) as Islamist militants
continue to wreak havoc in neighbouring countries. The agreement, signed in Accra by EU
foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas and Ghanaian Vice President Naana Jane Opoku-
Agyemang, strengthens cooperation in areas such as counterterrorism and cyber security.
GHANA is the first African country to make such a deal with the EU, Opoku-Agyemang said.
Though Ghana has so far remained largely untouched by militant violence, the surrounding
West African region has become a hotbed of activity by affiliates of al-Qaeda and the Islamic
State (IS) group. Tuesday's agreement "signals the EU's determination to support Ghana's
efforts at tackling emerging threats both at the national and at the regional levels", Osman
Abdul Razak, Ghana's national security coordinator, said at a joint press conference on
Tuesday. (BBC News Web Page: 25/03/26, FARUK)
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