
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   Falgun 28, 1432 Bangla, March 13, 2026, Friday, No. 72, 56th year 

H I G H L I G H T S                                                                                                                                                                                             

President Md. Shahabuddin, in his address to the 13th Parliament, has stated the spontaneous 
participation of the people in this election under the leadership of BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman will 
be a shining example in the history of democracy.                                         (Jago FM: 13) 
 
In the first session of the 13th National Parliament, PM and Leader of Parliament Tarique Rahman said 
BNP wants to establish a self-reliant Bangladesh by making every family self-reliant.           (BBC: 03) 
 
The first sitting of the 13th Parliament has adopted a condolence motion expressing profound grief over 
former PM & BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia and local & foreign dignitaries.          (Jago FM: 13) 
                                                                                       
Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Dr Shafiqur Rahman has said the National Parliament should not 
become a center for personal character assassination in any way.                          (Jago FM: 14)   
 

Despite the government's message that there is no fuel crisis in the country at the moment, panic among 
the people over fuel is still there.                                                              (BBC: 06) 
 
The government has formally requested the US to grant a temporary waiver that would allow Bangladesh 
to purchase Russian oil.                                                                        (DW: 10)                                      
 

The United States has launched fresh trade investigations into alleged unfair trade practices by 16 major 
trading partners, including India, Bangladesh and China.                                         (DW: 10) 
                                                         
The Appellate Division of Supreme Court has upheld the High Court's ruling in favor of govt's decision to 
lease the New Mooring Container Terminal at Chittagong Port to UAE--based company DP World. 
                                                                                                (DW: 10) 
 
Bangladesh Navy has strengthened security measures for fuel-carrying vessels operating in the country's 
maritime routes amid the prevailing international and regional security situation.           (Jago FM: 16) 
 
A bus of the Bangladesh Navy collided head-on with the microbus leaving at least 14 people dead near 
Belai Bridge on the Khulna-Mongla highway.                                                   (BBC: 09) 
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ইযাদক নকছু তরান গুনর কদয ভূ঩ানতত কদযদছ নিটি঱ ফান঴ন়ী : যুক্তযাদজেয প্রনতযোভন্ত্র়ী 

নিটি঱ প্রনতযোভন্ত্র়ী জন ন঴নর জাননদেদছন, ইযাদকয ইযনফদর অফস্থানযত নিটি঱ ফান঴ন়ী গতকার যাদত দুইটি তরান 

গুনর কদয ভূ঩ানতত কদযদছ। ইযাদনয নফরুদে যান঱োন যুে তকৌ঱র ব্যফ঴াদযয অনবদমাগ তুদরদছন নতনন। তদফ নকছু 

তরান রেেফস্তুদত আঘাত ত঴দনদছ এফাং তফ঱ কদেকজন ভানক িন ত঳না ঴তা঴দতয িফয ঩াওো তগদছ। উত্তয-঩নিভ 

রন্ডদনয নথ িউদে যুক্তযাদজেয ঳াভনযক ঳দয দপতয ঩নযদ঱ িদনয ঳ভে নভ. ন঴নর এই তথ্য জানান। ত঳িাদন নতনন 

ভধ্যপ্রাদযেয ঳ফদ঱ল ঩নযনস্থনত ঳ম্পদক ি ঳াাংফানদকদদয অফন঴ত কদযন। নিনপাংদে নতনন ফদরন, ফত িভাদন তমবাদফ তরান 
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঴াভরা যারাদনা ঴দে, তাদত ইযান এফাং যান঱োয ভদধ্য একটি  সুস্পষ্ট তমাগসূত্র  যদেদছ। নতনন আদযা ফদরন, ইযাদনয 

তরান ঴াভরাগুদরায ধযণ যান঱োয ইউদরন ঴াভরায তকৌ঱দরয ঳াদথ নভদর মাে।  পুনতদনয প্রেন্ন ঴াত ইযাদনয এই 

যণদকৌ঱দরয ত঩ছদন যদেদছ, এটি নফশ্বা঳ কযদর তকউ অফাক ঴দফ না   ফদরন নতনন। জন ন঴নর জানান, যুদেয পদর 

ততদরয দাভ তফদে মাওোে নফদশ্বয একভাত্র তনতা পুনতন, নমনন রাবফান ঴দেন। তায ভদত, এয পদর ইউদরদন নৃ঱াং঳ 

যুে যানরদে মাওোয জন্য রু঱ তপ্রন঳দেন্ট নতুন ত঴নফদরয তজাগান ঩াদেন। (               : ১২.০৩.২০২৬  নন) 
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IRAN WILL 'AVENGE' CITIZENS KILLED IN WAR: MOJTABA KHAMENEI  
Mojtaba Khamenei says Iran will not hesitate to "avenge the blood of Iranians" who have 
been killed. He says this is especially true in the case in Minab, where a US strike near a 
school killed 168 people, including around 110 children. Iran says the school was hit by a US 
missile, but the US has denied responsibility while it investigates.  
(BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
IRAN SHOULD CONTINUE TARGETING STRAIT OF HORMUZ: M KHAMENEI  
The message from Iran's new leader Mojtaba Khamenei is being read by a presenter on 
Iranian state TV. In comments translated by BBC Persian, Khamenei says that the "level of 
blocking the Strait of Hormuz" should still be used by Iran. He then says that Iran has a 
policy of "friendship" with neighbouring countries, but advised them to close American 
bases, which he says Iran will continue to target. (BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
US NAVY 'NOT READY' TO ESCORT TANKERS ACROSS STRAIT OF HORMUZ  
US Energy Secretary Chris Wright says that his country's navy is not ready to escort oil 
tankers through the Strait of Hormuz. He wasn't saying that on Tuesday. In fact, 48 hours 
ago, he declared on social media that the US Navy had successfully escorted a tanker 
through the key waterway. Oil prices dropped at the good news, only for the tweet to 
disappear minutes later before the White House confirmed that no, the navy had not 
accompanied a vessel carrying oil through the strait. And oil prices shot up again.  
(BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
IRANIAN FORCES ATTACKED US-OWNED SHIP IN GULF: STATE MEDIA REPORTS  
The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) was responsible for an attack on a US-
owned vessel in the Gulf on Thursday morning, Iran's semi-official Fars news agency 
reports. Fars, which is affiliated to the IRGC, says the American vessel was hit this morning 
in the north of the Gulf. Two oil tankers were struck near Basra, in Iraqi waters. One of them, 
the Safesea Vishnu, is US-owned and sails under the Marshall Islands flag. Indian 
authorities earlier said the Safesea Vishnu was struck by a "white-coloured unmanned 
speed boat carrying explosives" which "rammed into it, resulting in a major fire onboard". 
One person was killed and the rest of the crew were rescued. Fars says the ship "failed to 
comply" with warnings from the IRGC. (BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
FIRST WEEK OF WAR COST US $11.3BN, MILITARY OFFICIALS TELL LAWMAKERS  
American military officials have told Congress that the first week of the war with Iran has cost 
the US around $11.3bn , the BBC's US partner CBS News reports. The figure is a low-end 
estimate and does not include the build-up costs of moving military assets ahead of the first 
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strike on 28 February, it says. Democratic Senator Chris Coons told reporters on 
Wednesday: "I expect that the total operating number is significantly above that."  
(BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
IRANIAN MISSILES LAUNCHED TOWARDS ISRAEL: IDF 
The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) says it has detected Iranian missiles being launched 
towards its territory. "The IDF has identified that a short time ago, missiles were launched 
from Iran toward the territory of the State of Israel. Defence systems are operating to 
intercept the threat," the IDF says in a statement. (BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
MISSILE HITS ITALIAN BASE IN NORTHERN IRAQ: DEFENCE MINISTRY  
Italy's defence ministry says a missile struck an Italian base in the city of Erbil, in the semi-
autonomous Kurdish region of Iraq, overnight, without causing any casualties. The ministry 
did not say who it believed it was behind the attack. Italy has about 300 soldiers in Erbil, 
training Kurdish forces. Erbil, where a US military base is also located, has been a key target 
of Iran's retaliatory strikes and Iranian-backed militias since Israel and the US launched a 
war against Iran. (BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
ISRAEL ISSUES NEW EVACUATION WARNING IN LEBANON AFTER DEADLY 
STRIKES  
Israel has issued an urgent warning for residents in Qasr Naba, in Lebanon's Baalbek 
region, to evacuate the area. The Israeli military "will attack military infrastructure belonging 
to the terrorist Hezbollah in the near time frame," Israel's Arab media spokesperson Avichay 
Adraee says. The warning comes after the Israeli military carried out a series of strikes on 
Beirut overnight. During this wave of strikes, it says it hit 10 Hezbollah buildings in southern 
Beirut. BBC's correspondent in Beirut, Wyre Davies, reported earlier that eight people had 
been killed in a strike on Beirut's seafront. (BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
OIL PRICE JUMPS DESPITE DEAL TO RELEASE RECORD AMOUNT OF RESERVES  
Global oil prices have risen again after three more cargo vessels were hit in the Gulf, with 
markets rattled about strikes on shipping and energy infrastructure. Brent crude rose by over 
9% in Asian trading to top $100 a barrel before the price eased to stand at about $97.50. 
The jump came despite the International Energy Agency (IEA) saying on Wednesday that it 
will release a record 400 million barrels of oil in an attempt to curb the economic impact of 
the US-Israel war with Iran. The Strait of Hormuz, a key waterway for energy shipments, 
remains effectively closed over concerns that ships could be attacked.  
(BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
WAR IN UKRAINE SPILLS INTO HUNGARIAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN  
War-torn Ukraine "will stop at nothing" to prevent Prime Minister Viktor Orban and his Fidesz 
party winning the upcoming Hungarian elections, the Hungarian government claims. 
Physical violence against the prime minister and his family, and attacks or sabotage of key 
energy installations, are being prepared, ministers allege. The Ukrainian government, in turn, 
accuses its Hungarian counterpart of whipping up a hate campaign against it to frighten 
Hungarians into voting Fidsz back into office. A third party is in the middle: Russia. The 
Financial Times reported on Wednesday morning that the Social Design Agency, a Kremlin-
linked media consultancy firm, was preparing a mass disinformation campaign in Hungary, 
to bolster Orban and discredit the opposition Tisza Party and its leader, Peter Magyar.  
(BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
EU AND UK DEMAND ISRAEL STOP SURGE IN WEST BANK SETTLER VIOLENCE 
SINCE IRAN WAR 
The European Union and United Kingdom have demanded that Israel halt a surge in 
violence by Jewish settlers against Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied West Bank that has 
taken place since the start of the country's war with Iran. Six Palestinians have been killed 
during attacks by settlers across the West Bank over the past 11 days, according to the 
United Nations. The UK said it was appalled by the killings, while the EU said the level of 
settler violence was unacceptable. Both urged Israeli authorities take action to ensure 
accountability and prevent further attacks. The Israeli military condemned the violence and 
said it was working to bring those responsible to justice.  
(BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
BODIES OF TWO CHINESE BACKPACKERS FOUND IN AUSTRALIAN FLOODWATERS 
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The bodies of two Chinese backpackers who went missing in floodwaters in Queensland 
have been recovered, Australian police have said. The 26-year-old man and 23-year-old 
woman, who were driving from Brisbane to the North Burnett region, were reported missing 
on Tuesday when they failed to reach their destination. Police said they had found their 
silver Subaru Forester near the town of Kilkivan near Gympie on Wednesday afternoon, after 
a largescale search by officers, the State Emergency Service and helicopters. On Thursday 
they said two bodies had been found inside the vehicle, which was submerged in 
floodwaters. (BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
DEATH TOLL FROM ETHIOPIA FLOODS AND LANDSLIDES RISES TO MORE THAN 60 
At least 64 people have been killed in floods and landslides triggered by heavy rains in the 
Gamo Zone of southern Ethiopia, local police inspector Abraham Buha says. Earlier in the 
week officials had put the death toll at more than 30. Dozens are still missing. The 
authorities reported that most people had died in highland areas, where saturated slopes 
gave way after days of intense rain. They urged residents in vulnerable areas to take 
precautions. Torrential rains have unleashed widespread flooding across East Africa in 
recent days. Dozens have also died in neighbouring Kenya.  
(BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
SENEGAL APPROVES TOUGHER ANTI-GAY LAW AS RIGHTS GROUPS RAISE 
CONCERNS  
Senegal's parliament has approved a new law doubling to 10 years the maximum prison 
term for sexual acts by same-sex couples and criminalizing the "promotion" of 
homosexuality. A total of 135 MPs voted in favour, zero against and three abstained. The 
next step will be for the president to sign it, then it will become law. The legislation, which 
was a campaign promise of President Bassirou Diomaye Faye and Prime Minister Ousmane 
Sonko, was sent to parliament after a wave of arrests over alleged same-sex relationships, 
already banned under Senegalese law. The government spokesman dismissed international 
criticism of the bill, arguing that the move reflected the views of Senegalese people. 
(BBC News Web Page: 12/03/26, FARUK) 
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