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HIGHLIGHTS

En International Monetary Fund (IMF) delegation, led by Krishna Srinivasan, director of the Asia &
Pacific Department of IMF has met with PM Tarique Rahman in Dhaka. (Jago FM: 1)

Director of the Asia & Pacific Department of IMF Krishna Srinivasan has said the war in Middle East is
putting pressure on the economy in Bangladesh, like in other countries. (Jago FM: 14)

The Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission has decided to increase jet fuel prices at the consumer
level; the price has been increased by about 80 percent in one go. (Jago FM: 12)

R sufficient number of RAB members have been deployed across country from March 25 to 26 to
maintain normal law & order on occasion of March 25, Genocide Day and March 26, Independence Day.
(Jago FM: 14)

The administrators of Dhaka's two city corporations have signaled immediate & coordinated action to
resolve the capital's growing traffic congestion after a meeting with the Prime Minister.  (Jago FM: 15)

Home Minister & BNP standing committee member Salahuddin Ahmed has said the govt will take all
steps, retaining the original spirit & aspirations of the July mass uprising. (Jago FM: 11)

Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Ighal Hassan Mahmood has said the nmormal process of
fuel supply has bheen disrupted due to excessive demand from customers. (Jago FM: 14)

R Dhaka court has granted a 5-day remand for former army officer & ex-MP, Lieutenant General (retd)
Masud Uddin Chowdhury, in a human trafficking case filed with Paltan Police Station in capital.
(BBC: 03; Jago FM: 13)

R group of miscreants disrupted a Baul song event by launching an attack in Sreepur village of
Bishwanath, Sylhet. (DW: 07)

Rirstrikes battered Iran and Iranian missiles & drones targeted Israel's Tel Aviv & sites across the
Mideast even as President Donald Trump said the USA was in talks with Iran to end the war. (DW: 07)

Director: 44813046 Deputy News Controller: 44813048 Assistant News Controller: 448130417
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UK TROOPS SHOOT DOWN 14 DRONES IN IRAQ OVERNIGHT

British forces shot down 14 drones overnight at a coalition base in Erbil in northern Iraq - the
largest number in recent weeks. Members of the RAF Regiment have been protecting the
bae with an Air Defence System known as Rapid Sentry. The Coalition base in Erbil has
come under repeated attacks from Iranian drones over the past three weeks.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN APPOINTS NEW SECURITY CHIEF AFTER LARIJANI'S KILLING

Iranian outlets are reporting that Mohammad Bagher Zolghar has been appointed the
secretary of the Supreme National Security Council (SNSC), according to an official in Iran's
presidential office. The appointment follows the killing of the previous top security official Ali
Larijani on 17 March. Zolghar has held numerous senior positions, including IRGC deputy
commander, deputy interior minister for security affairs, deputy head of the judiciary and
secretary of the powerful Expediency Council. (BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)
PHILIPPINES DECLARES STATE OF ENERGY EMERGENCY

The Philippines has become the first country in the world to formally declare a state of
national energy emergency in response to the Middle East conflict — and few nations are
more exposed to the disruption to oil supplies. The country imports 98% of its oil from the
Persian Gulf, and Filipino consumers have already endured multiple fuel price hikes over the
past three weeks. The price of diesel and petrol has more than doubled since the war broke
out. In the Executive Order President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. cited an “imminent danger” to
the country’s energy supply, saying the declaration would give the government the legal
authority to impose measures to ensure energy stability and protect the broader economy.
Under the order, a committee has been formed to oversee the orderly distribution of fuel,
food, medicines, and other essential goods. The government has also been empowered to
directly purchase fuel and petroleum products to shore up supplies.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

PAKISTANI PM OFFERS TO HOST IRAN-US PEACE TALKS AS INDIA’S MODI SPEAKS
TO TRUMP

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has volunteered his country as a venue for peace
talks between Iran and the US. “Subject to concurrence by the US and Iran, Pakistan stands
ready and honoured to be the host to facilitate meaningful and conclusive talks for a
comprehensive settlement of the ongoing conflict,” he writes on social media. Meanwhile
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi says he has had a phone call with US President
Donald Trump, in which the pair “had a useful exchange of views on the situation in West
Asia”. Modi says he and Trump agreed to keep in touch “regarding efforts towards peace
and stability”, and stresses that ensuring the Strait of Hormuz “remains open, secure and
accessible is essential for the whole world”. (BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)
QATAR SAYS IT IS NOT CONSIDERING CLOSING US BASE

A Qatari government spokesman has denied a media report that a proposed US-Iran deal
might include closing the giant US-run airbase at Al-Udeid, here in Qatar. He said if anything,
the current crisis will strengthen the existing partnerships that Qatar and the Gulf
Cooperation Council states have, including with the US.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL SAYS IT WILL TAKE CONTROL OF LARGE BUFFER ZONE IN SOUTHERN
LEBANON

Israeli troops will control a large swathe of southern Lebanon as part of their campaign
against Hezbollah, Defence Minister Israel Katz says. Katz said troops would establish a
security zone up to the Litani River, about 30km from the Lebanon-Israel border and
displaced residents would not be allowed back until northern Israel was safe. Five bridges
“‘used by Hezbollah for the passage of terrorists and weapons” had been blown up, he said.
The latest escalation began after Iranian-backed Hezbollah fired rockets into northern Israel
in retaliation for the killing of Iran’s supreme leader and near-daily Israeli attacks on Lebanon
despite the November 2024 ceasefire. Since then, more than 1,000 people have been killed
in Lebanon, according to the Lebanese health ministry, including at least 118 children and
40 health workers. (BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST FIVE KILLED IN MASSIVE WAVE OF RUSSIAN STRIKES ACROSS
UKRAINE: OFFICIALS
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At least five people have been killed in Russian strikes across Ukraine, after a massive
overnight aerial bombardment targeted several regions across the country. A 61-year-old
woman was Kkilled when a drone hit an electric train in Kharkiv early on Tuesday, authorities
said, while other deaths were reported in Zapprizhzhia, Kherson and Poltava. Officials said
the attacks were among the worst in ten days, and came hours after Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky had warned of a forthcoming “massive strike” in his nightly address.
Russian strikes targeting energy infrastructure also disconnected Moldova’s key power link
with Europe, President Maia Sandu said, warning the situation remained “fragile”.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

AUSTRALIA AND EU AGREE SWEEPING TRADE DEAL IN FACE OF GLOBAL
UNCERTAINTY

Australia and the European Union have agreed a sweeping free trade deal after eight years
of negotiations. The deal signed in Canberra is worth about A$10bn and was described as a
mutual “win-win” by Australia’s prime minister and the visiting European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen. She described the deal as having a focus on “collective
resilience” in a world that is “deeply challenging”. As well as removing almost all tariffs on
trade, the two sides agreed to increase co-operation on defence and critical minerals.
European carmakers welcomed the deal but farmers in both Europe and Australia were
unhappy at export quotas agreed for Australian beef and lamb.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

SEARCH FOR FOUR MISSING SOLDIERS AFTER COLOMBIA PLANE CRASH KILLS 66
Rescue workers in Colombia are searching for four people who are missing after a military
plane crashed in the south of the country. Sixty-six members of the Colombian security
forces were killed on Monday, when the Hercules C-130 transport plane came down shortly
after take-off near Colombia’s border with Peru. Locals were first to the scene, pulling out
dozens of injured survivors from the burning wreckage and ferrying them to hospitals on the
back of their motorbikes. An investigation is under way to determine the cause of the
accident. (BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

IRISH GOVERNMENT TO CUT EXCISE DUTY ON DIESEL AND PETROL

Excise duty on petrol and diesel is set to be cut by the Irish government in a bid to help
people with volatile prices caused by the war in the Middle East. From midnight on
Wednesday until the end of May, excise duty on diesel will be reduced by 20 cent and petrol
by 15 cent. The proposals, which were agreed at a leaders meeting on Monday, will be
brought to cabinet for approval on Tuesday. A diesel rebate scheme for hauliers and bus
operators is also expected, which will be backdated.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

ULTIMATUM, DIPLOMACY AND A TRIP TO GRACELAND AS TRUMP EYES A DEAL
WITH IRAN

America may be a nation at war, but President Donald Trump’s activities over the past few
days have been a mix of diplomacy and diversions — with the occasional swing towards the
surreal. On Friday, he said the US war against Iran was “winding down”. By Saturday night,
he had given Iran a 48-hour deadline to reopen the Strait of Hormuz or face withering new
American airstrikes. The next day, he golfed and spent the afternoon at his Mar-a-Lago
resort in Florida. By Monday morning, with global markets swooning, he said the Iranians
were engaging in “constructive” talks with the US. Then he flew to Memphis, Tennessee,
gave a speech and visited Graceland, music legend Elvis Presley’s historic home.
Meanwhile, US and Israeli airstrikes on Iranian targets are ongoing. The Iranians continue to
fire missiles and launch drones against US forces and its Middle East allies. Traffic through
Hormuz remains limited. (BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

UK AND FRANCE BUILDING COALITION TO SECURE HORMUZ: OFFICIALS

Defence officials say the UK, with France, is helping build a coalition of countries to help
secure the Strait of Hormuz — “once conditions allow”. The UK has offered to host a security
conference on the key channel for global oil shipments in either Portsmouth or London in the
near future to develop plans. Officials say that any mission will require a coalition of Navies
to provide reassurance to merchant shipping, but mphasized that any plans to escort
tankers would be dictated by the threat — which is currently too high. Officials say it will
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require a multinational solution involving crewed and autonomous vessels to help clear a
path for safe passage and to deal with the threat of mines.
(BBC News Web Page: 24/03/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



