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HIGHLIGHTS

The govt has decided to appoint a tag officer for every petrol pump across the country due to
allegations of oil smuggling, black marketing, and hoarding amid the Iran war. (BBC: 03)

Border Guard Bangladesh personnel have been deployed at several depots across the country to prevent
illegal hoarding, maintain order in fuel marketing, and ensure an uninterrupted supply. (Jago FM: 11)

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation has changed the schedule for fuel dispatch from depots to ensure
uninterrupted fuel supply to filling stations and pumps across the country. (Jago FM: 13)

There is concern that the ongoing war in the Middle East could lead to a crisis in agricultural
production in Bangladesh rising fuel prices, fertilizer uncertainty & increasing transport costs. (BBC: 05)

After 55 years of independence, the evil forces of Liberation War have once again raised their heads--
said BNP Secretary General & Local Government Minister Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir.  (Jago FM: 11)

Police personnel are not satisfied with their current uniform, Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed has said,
indicating that the government is considering a return to traditional attire. (BBC: 03)

Health and Family Welfare Minister Sardar Md Sakhawat Husain has expressed deep anger over the
death of 33 children in 11 days at Rajshahi Medical College Hospital. (Jago FM: 13)

R three-member probe committee has been formed to investigate the sound system disruption that
occurred during the maiden session of the 13th parliament. (Jago FM: 12)

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has issued a stern warning following recent attacks on critical
infrastructure & economic centers stating that Tehran will respond “strongly”. (BBC: 07)

Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen have claimed responsibility for firing a barrage of ballistic
missiles targeting “sensitive Israeli military sites”. (BBC: 07)
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IRAN WAR SPLITS OLDER AND YOUNGER CONSERVATIVES - AS PRESSURE
BUILDS FOR TRUMP TO FIND EXIT RAMP

A majority of the American public, polls suggest, have been against the ongoing US-Israeli
military campaign in Iran from the day it started. Republicans, however, have largely stuck
by their president as the war approaches the end of its fourth week. But that may be
changing. At the annual Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Texas, some of
the party faithful expressed concern about why the US started this war, how Donald Trump
is going to end it and whether the effort has been worth the costs. "I just wish that there was
more transparency on why we're doing what we're doing, that way you could send your
loved one overseas and be OK with that," said Samantha Cassell. "l hope it comes to an end
quick, because it's the cost of living, the oil and gas, the prices are only going to keep going
up." Cassell, who lives in Dallas, and her friend Joe Bolick were attending their first CPAC
conference. He also had his doubts about the war. (BBC Web page : 28.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)
HOW TRUMP AND THE OIL MARKETS MOVE IN SYNC: A TANGO IN FIVE CHARTS

It can be hard to pin down what is guiding Donald Trump a month into US and Israel's
programme of strikes on Iran. But it is clear he has an eye on the oil markets. A word - or
social media post - from the US president about his plans used to spark big moves in prices,
as investors leaped on signs the conflict could escalate or come to an end. But in recent
days, traders appear to be growing more sceptical about the value of his comments. Oil was
trading at around $72 a barrel before 28 February, when the strikes on Iran began. Last
week it peaked at $118 a barrel on 19 March and as of Friday afternoon was sitting at just
below $112 - significantly up from its pre-war price. Here are some moments from the last
month where Trump and the markets appear to have bounced off each other - with varying
effects. (BBC Web page : 28.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

IN PHOTOS: A PESTICIDE TRAGEDY THAT HAUNTS AN INDIAN STATE

Haunting photographs of children with deformed limbs and swollen heads make up one of
the exhibits at the ongoing Kochi-Muziris Biennale, an exhibition of contemporary art held
annually in the southern Indian state of Kerala. The photographs, by photojournalist
Madhuraj (who uses only one name), chronicle the health impacts believed to be caused by
endosulfan - a cheap but highly toxic pesticide - on hundreds of children in Kerala's
Kasargod district in the 1990s and 2000s. For more than 20 years, beginning in the 1970s,
the Plantation Corporation of Kerala sprayed endosulfan on cashew plantations in Kasargod
two-to-three times a year. Later, the pesticide was also used on crops like tea, paddy and
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mango. In the 1990s, residents reported birth defects in animals and children, including
physical and neurological conditions like cerebral palsy, epilepsy and hydrocephalus (fluid
build-up in the brain). Locals also reported rashes, hormonal issues, asthma and cancer -
diseases that some environmental organisations and the Kerala government later attributed
to endosulfan poisoning. (BBC Web page : 28.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

'MEMORY OF A GENERATION': CHINA MOURNS THE SUDDEN DEATH OF A
CONTROVERSIAL EDUCATION INFLUENCER

With more than 26 million followers on Douyin, China's domestic version of TikTok, the 41-
year-old was among the country's most prominent influencers - even while building his
reputation in a niche field. By offering students and parents advice on university applications
and choice of majors, he sought to help them achieve what many view as an all-important
goal: better job prospects. Issues of employability are complex in China, and Zhang was
known for his extremely pragmatic approach. It also made him a highly controversial figure.
Zhang once declared that "any maijor is better than journalism" and described liberal arts
majors as a "service industry that caters to others". Local media have often linked his rise to
a pervasive anxiety in Chinese society, driven by a slowing economy and a sluggish youth
employment rate. Yet Zhang remains a polarising figure.

(BBC Web page : 28.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

NEPAL'S EX-PM ARRESTED OVER FATAL PROTEST CRACKDOWN

Nepal's former prime minister KP Sharma Oli has been taken to hospital following his arrest
over his alleged involvement in a deadly crackdown on protests last year. Oli was admitted
to a clinic in Kathmandu as a part of routine police procedure soon after his arrest at his
home early on Saturday morning, officials say. More than 70 people were killed, many of
them protesters shot by police, during an uprising in September - which was sparked by a
social media ban but fuelled by anger over corruption and economic conditions. Ex-home
minister Ramesh Lekhak was also arrested on Saturday, after a panel appointed to
investigate the unrest recommended the pair be prosecuted for criminal negligence. Oli was
admitted to hospital pending results from medical tests and given his age and medical
history of two kidney transplants, the hospital's information office told BBC Nepali. The
arrests come a day after the nation's new prime minister, 35-year-old rapper-turned-politician
Balen Shah, was sworn in following an election triggered by the crisis.

(BBC Web page : 28.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

| ESCAPED NORTH KOREA WITH MY MUM. NOW I'M TERRIFIED SHE MIGHT BE SENT
BACK

When Geumseong's phone rang on Christmas Eve 2020, he answered nervously. The
previous year he'd made the perilous journey to escape from North to South Korea, using an
international underground network of safe houses and brokers. Eventually his mother's voice
came from the speaker: "Geumseong, Geumseong, can you see me?" Eunhee could hardly
get her words out through sobs as her teenage son clasped his hand to his mouth. "Mum,
I'm doing well and I'm not sick," Geumseong quickly reassured her. The relief at seeing his
mother's face was overwhelming. "So much time has passed," she replied. "I can hardly
recognise you."(BBC Web page : 28.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

GAZA PEACE DOUBTS DEEPEN AS ATTENTION SHIFTS TO IRAN

Nearly six months after a fragile ceasefire came into force in Gaza, Palestinians in this war-
torn territory are still struggling. In the markets, there are again shortages of some goods
and rising prices — with merchants saying supplies brought in from Israel have been
disrupted by the new war in the region. "What does the war between Iran and Israel have to
do with us? Prices have doubled here. Goods aren't coming in like before," says a shopper,
Hassan Faqgawi, despairingly. "In this situation, the whole world is focused on Iran, America
and Israel, and Gaza is forgotten." While world attention has turned to the Iran war, there is
increasing uncertainty about what happens in Gaza at a crucial stage in President Trump's
20-point peace plan, which halted the fighting in October last year.

(BBC Web page : 28.03.2026 Ali Ahmed)

:: THE END ::



