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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has visited Evercare Hospital in Dhaka to see his political adviser & BNP Standing
Committee member Mirza Abbas, who is undergoing treatment there due to serious illness. [BBC: 03]

Local Government, Rural Development & Co-operatives Minister Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has said the
government will prioritize merit over recommendations or lobbying in all aspects of employment.

[Jago FM: 11]
Rhead of Eid travel rush, adequate fuel supply for public transport will be ensured from Sunday next. So,
there is no risk of a fare hike in public transport due to fuel shortages --said Road Tramsport and
Bridges Minister. [Jago FM: 11]

Nahid Islam, convenor of the NCP, has demanded the swift impeachment and arrest of President
Mohammed Shahabuddin, calling him a 'collaborator of fascism. [Jago FM: 10]

Various organizations have issued statements condemning the adoption of a condolence motion in the
names of convicted war criminals in the first session of 13th Parliament. In a statement, Communist
Party of Bangladesh described it as an extreme betrayal. [BBC: 03]

Kishoreganj is facing a severe diesel crisis due to disruptions in international energy supplies as a result
of ongoing tensions in the Middle East. Boro farmers in the haor areas are the worst affected.

[Jago FM: 13]
The United Arab Emirates has warned that publishing images of damage or other incidents from Iran's
attacks could result in fines, imprisonment and deportation. [BBC: 06]

UK Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper has accused Russia and Iran of attempting to “hijack the global
economy” as attacks disrupt shipping through the Strait of Hormuz. [BBC: 07]

In a statement, Iran’s Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei vowed revenge against United States and Israel
and said the Strait of Hormuz will be closed to shipping as a tool to put pressure on the enemy.[NHK: 08]
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BBC

US AGENCIES ‘ACROSS ALL POTENTIAL THREATS TO KEEP AMERICANS SAFE’

A journalist brings up reporting from Thursday that Iran was targeting the US state of
California, which the White House later said wasn’t true. Hegseth is asked if Iran has the
capability to conduct a such a strike. He says that US agencies remain across all potential
threats to keep Americans safe, and that the reports “had no impact on us”. Iran has said
they can do many things over time, including “engaging their proxies and getting them
involved in the fight”, which they haven’t been able to do, Hegseth adds.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

DEFENCE SECRETARY ACCUSES IRAN OF ‘DESPERATION’ IN STRAIT OF HORMUZ
Hegseth says Iran has no air force, air defence, or navy, and that their missile launchers are
being destroyed. Iran’s missile volume is down 90%, and their one-way attack drones down
95%, he adds. “But it’s not just that Iran doesn’t have a functioning air force, or their entire
navy is at the bottom of the Persian gulf, or their missile force is shrinking daily, even more
importantly, they also don’t have the ability to build more,” he says. He adds that very soon
all of Iran’s defence companies “will be destroyed”. Iran is exercising “sheer desperation” in
the Strait of Hormuz — the world’s busiest oil shipping channel — but that's “something we're
dealing with”, he says. (BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

IRANIAN MISSILES LAUNCHED TOWARDS ISRAEL: IDF

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) says Iranian missiles have been launched towards its
territory. “The IDF identified that a short time ago, missiles were launched from Iran toward
the territory of the State of Israel. Defense systems are operating to intercept the threat,” it
says in a statement. It comes after Israel launched further strikes towards Tehran earlier this
morning. (BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

GERMANY’S MERZ SAYS US EASING SANCTIONS ON RUSSIAN OIL IS ‘WRONG’
Germany’s Chancellor Friedrich Merz says the easing of sanctions on the use of Russian oil
is “wrong”. Speaking on a visit to Norway, Merz says “we believe it is wrong to ease
sanctions now”. “There is currently a problem with prices, but not with supply,” he says. “And
in that respect, | would like to know what other factors led the US government to take this
decision.” He says Germany will not be “deterred or distracted” from its support of Ukraine
by the Iran conflict. (BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

OIL RIG FIRE REPORTED OFF COAST OF UAE: MARITIME SECURITY FIRM

A merchant vessel has reported a fire on an oil rig off the coast of the United Arab Emirates,
according to a maritime security company. The cause of the fire north-west of Dubai’s Jebal
Ali port is being investigated, says Ambrey, nothing that there’s been no damages to any
ships or injuries to crews. The incident is a reminder of continuing insecurity for oil
production and exports in the region, with attacks on ships and ports. Yesterday two olil
tankers were set ablaze in Irag’s territorial waters near Basra port. Iran claimed the attack,
saying it used an underwater drone. Other reports described the weapon as a drone boat, an
unmanned speedboat carrying explosives. (BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)
KREMLIN SAYS RUSSIAN AND US INTERESTS ALIGN AS SANCTIONS LIFTED

The Kremlin says Russian and US interests coincide after the Trump administration
loosened sanctions on the purchase of Russian oil as a result of the conflict with Iran. Oll
prices have spiked in recent days as the war has escalated in the Middle East. In a
statement transcribed by Reuters, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov says that Russia sees
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“the United States taking action in an attempt to stabilize energy markets; in this regard, our
interests align”. (BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

RUSSIA & IRAN WANT TO ‘HIJACK GLOBAL ECONOMY’: UK FOREIGN SECRETARY
Russia and Iran are attempting to “hijack the global economy” as traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz is restricted by attacks, UK Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper says. Iran’s new
Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei yesterday vowed to block shipping in the channel, in
retaliation for ongoing US-Israeli strikes on his country. Overnight the US temporarily eased
sanctions on the purchase of Russian oil. Cooper says the links between Russia and Iran
have been seen “over an extended period of time”, adding that both countries show
connections in their “approach” and “tactics”. Avoiding criticism of the US announcement on
sanctions, Cooper calls that decision a “specific, targeted issue”.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

UK FOREIGN SECRETARY VISITS BRITISH TROOPS IN SAUDI ARABIA

Yvette Cooper has visited an Air Defence unit of the British Army operating in the Saudi
desert. She tells the BBC the detachment of soldiers from the Royal Artillery is part of the
UK’s ongoing defence commitment to Saudi Arabia and its Gulf Arab neighbours. The
deployment, codenamed Operation Crossways, began in 2022 but has become more visit as
Iran launches daily attacks against its Arab neighbours using drones, cruise and ballistic
missiles. The UK Defence Attache to Riyadh, Brigadier Ben Wilde, says Iran is primarily
targeting US forces in the region, rather than British ones, as well as going after economic
targets. (BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

BLASTS HEARD NEAR TEHRAN MARCH

Iranian state media is reporting that huge explosions have been felt in central Tehran.
Thousands of Iranians are taking part in a march for Quds Day, which is in support of
Palestinians. Some of the explosions were reportedly heard not far from where the
demonstration is taking place. BBC Persian has verified multiple videos of the aftermath of
the explosions that are circulating on social media.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

NATO ASSETS DESTROY IRANIAN MISSILE IN TURKISH AIRSPACE

A missile launched from Iran has been destroyed by Nato “assets”, according to Turkey’s
defence ministry. “A ballistic munition launched from Iran and entering Turkish airspace was
neutralized by Nato air and missile defence assets deployed in the eastern Mediterranean,”
the ministry says in a statement posted on X. It says that “all necessary measures are being
taken decisively” towards threats against the country and its airspace.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

4 KILLED AFTER US REFUELLING PLANE CRASHES IN IRAQ: MILITARY CONFIRMS
Four of six crew aboard a US military refuelling aircraft have died after it crashed in western
Iraq, US Central Command (Centcom) says. Rescue efforts continue after the loss of the
KC-135, it said, having earlier said neither hostile nor friendly fire were involved in the
downing of the aircraft. The tanker had been involved in ongoing US operations against Iran,
and was one of two aircraft involved in the incident. The second landed safely. The Boeing-
manufactured aircraft are capable of refuelling planes midair and typically play a major role
in US military operations. They were used extensively in the first Gulf War to extend the
range of fighter jets and bombers. (BBC News Web Page: 13/03/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



