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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has expressed strong optimism that family cards will be delivered to nearly 40
million families across the country in phases within the next 5 years. (Jago FM: 11)

Dr Fahmida Khatun is the Executive Director of CPD has commented the 'Family Card' program launched

by the govt will provide financial assistance to people and will help in women's empowerment.
(Jago FM: 12)

The govt has formed a high-level committee to formulate a crisis management plan aimed at maintaining
economic stability amid the ongoing Israel-US war against Iran. (Jago FM: 13)

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation has ordered a 5-litre daily limit of octane or petrol per day for
motorcycles used in ride-sharing services to maintain regular fuel supply across the country.  (BBC: 03)

US. President Donald Trump has said his administration will lift some sanctions on oil-producing
countries to keep energy prices down amid the US and Israel’s war on Iran. (BBC: 07)

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has warmed Iran that the violation of Tiirkiye's airspace
"cannot be excused for any reason whatsoever”. (BBC: 08)

ICT Chief Prosecutor Md Aminul Islam has said an internal investigation would be conducted into
allegations that a recently resigned prosecutor demanded Tk 1 crore in bribes to secure bail for an
accused in a crime against humanity case. (DW: 09)

R large cache of weapons, including 3 firearms, 21 pipe gquns & [,113 rounds of bullets, have been
recovered & 22 people detained during a special operation conducted by joint forces in Jungle Salimpur
of Sitakunda in Chittagong. (BBC: 03)

Dhaka Metropolitan Police have arrested 4 members of a human skeleton theft ring in a special operation
in the capital, recovering 47 human skulls and a large quantity of bones. (Jago FM: 14)

RAB has said that various extremist organizations in the northern and western parts of the country are
trying to become active again after the July uprising. (Jago FM: 16)
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BBC

'NO NATION TAKES MORE PRECAUTIONS TO ENSURE NO TARGETING OF
CIVILIANS THAN THE US': HEGSETH

The defence secretary is asked about what measures the Pentagon is taking to minimize
civilian casualties in strikes inside Iran. "No nation takes more precautions to ensure there's
never targeting of civilians than the United States of America," Hegseth says. He says they
will investigate any allegations that needs looking into, and "open source is not the place to
determine what did and did not happen". The question comes amid reports that a US missile
hit a military base near a school in Iran. (BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

US 'LOOKING AT OPTIONS' TO ESCORT SHIPS THROUGH STRAIT OF HORMUZ:
CAINE

Chair of the Joint Chief's of Staff Gen Dan Caine is asked whether the military is open to
escorting vessels through the Strait of Hormuz. Caine says he is "looking at a range of
options to set the military conditions to be able to do that", including looking at risk factors
and resources required to do it. Hegseth steps in, referring to Donald Trump's post on Truth
Social last night threatening Iran against stopping the flow of oil through the shipping route.
(BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

US-ISRAELI FORCES '"WINNING DECISIVELY': DEFENCE SECRETARY

Hegseth says this is not an example of "the endless nation building" seen under previous US
presidents Bush and Obama. The US is "winning decisively with brutal efficiency, total air
dominance and an unbreakable will to accomplish the president's objectives," he says. "We
stay locked on the target," Hegseth adds. (BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN LAUNCHES ATTACKS ON ISRAEL, QATAR AND THE UAE

Israel, Qatar and the UAE are all reporting fresh Iranian missile attacks towards their
countries. The lIsrael Defence Forces (IDF) says defensive systems are operating to
intercept them, and that a warning message has been sent to those in affected areas. The
UAE Ministry of Defence says its air defence are "currently responding to oncoming missile
and drone threats from Iran". It asks those nearby to "adhere to the safety and security
instructions". Meanwhile, the Qatar Ministry of Defence says armed forces have intercepted
a missile attack targeting the country. (BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

OIL PRICES FALL FROM PEAK - BUT REMAIN HIGHER THAN BEFORE WAR

Oil prices have fluctuated substantially since the onset of the war - reaching a peak on
Monday of almost $120 a barrel. It currently sits around $90 a barrel. Prices spiked over
fears that the conflict could cause disruption to supplies from the Middle East through the
Strait of Hormuz. Donald Trump has threatened that Iran would be hit "TWENTY TIMES
HARDER" if the flow of oil through the Strait was stopped.

(BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

EXPLOSIONS REPORTED IN TEHRAN AFTER ISRAELI STRIKE WARNING

There have been two explosions in Tehran, according to AFP journalists in the Iranian
capital, shortly after the Israeli military warned it had begun a wave of strikes on the city. The
image above, of a blast in the eastern part of the city, has been shared with the BBC.

(BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 200 WOMEN AND CHILDREN KILLED IN IRAN SINCE START OF WAR:
GOVERNMENT

The number of people killed in Iran since the start of the war has reached 1,332 - including
206 women and children - according to lranian government officials. Government
spokesperson Fatemeh Mohajerani also claims dozens of health centres have been targeted
by strikes. (BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

SEVENTH US SOLDIER KILLED IN WAR RETURNS TO US

A coffin carrying the seventh US soldier to be killed in the US-Israel war with Iran has been
returned to the United States overnight. Sgt Benjamin N Pennington died following injuries
sustained on a strike on Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia last week. Vice President JD
Vance and Secretary of Defense Peter Hegseth were in attendance at the ceremony as the
coffin was unloaded. (BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

MADAGASCAR MILITARY LEADER SACKS CABINET IN SURPRISE MOVE
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Madagascar's military ruler Col Michael Randrianirina has dissolved the government
unexpectedly, dismissing the prime minister and the entire cabinet, according to a statement
from his spokesperson. "The government has ceased its functions" it said, adding that
Randrianirina will appoint a new prime minister "in line with the provisions stipulated by the
constitution". No reason was given for the move. Randrianirina seized power last October
from Andry Rajoelina, following weeks of youth-led protests on the Indian Ocean island.
Rajoelina had been elected president for a third term in a disputed poll in 2023.

(BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

UK PREPARING SHIP FOR POSSIBLE MEDITERRANEAN DEPLOYMENT

The UK Ministry of Defence says RFA Lyme Bay is being prepared in case it is needed to
help out in the Eastern Mediterranean. In a statement this morning sn MOD spokesperson
says: "As part of prudent planning, we have taken the decision to bring RFA Lyme Bay to
heightened readiness as a precaution, should she be needed to assist in maritime tasks in
the Eastern Mediterranean." RFA Lyme Bay is a landing ship with medical facilities on board
- at present it's in Gibraltar. The UK is also sending the warship HMS Dragon to the
Mediterranean, with Defence Secretary John Healey saying yesterday that it would leave
Portsmouth in the next couple of days. (BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

BRITISH AIR DEFENCE TAKES OUT DRONE IN IRAQI AIRSPACE OVERNIGHT

A British air defence system took out a drone in Iraqi airspace overnight, the UK Ministry of
Defence says. The MoD says a ground-based British counter-uncrewed aerial systems unit
took out the drone, which it says was "heading towards coalition forces". The department
says that British pilots have completed "more than 230 flying hours" on defence operations
in the region. It comes after the MoD announced this morning, a ship - the RFA Lyme Bay -
is being prepared in case it is needed in the eastern Mediterranean. It is currently in Gibraltar.
(BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

LEBANON CALLS FOR TALKS WITH ISRAEL ON PLAN TO END HEZBOLLAH
CONFLICT

Lebanon's president has called for direct negotiations with Israel as part of a proposal to end
the escalating conflict with Hezbollah, while sharply criticizing the Iran-backed group for
dragging the country into a wider regional war. A spokesperson for President Joseph Aoun
told the BBC that Lebanon was ready to negotiate, but not while the country remained under
Israeli fire. Speaking during a virtual meeting with senior European Union officials on
Monday, Aoun outlined what he described as a path towards "permanent security and
stability arrangements on our borders". Israeli officials have shown little sign of backing
negotiations, and the government did not immediately comment.

(BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

FIVE IRANIAN FOOTBALLERS GRANTED AUSTRALIAN VISAS AFTER ANTHEM
PROTEST

Five members of the Iranian women's football team have been granted humanitarian visas in
Australia after their elimination in the Asian Cup, the government in Canberra says.
Immigration Minister Tony Burke said the women "were moved to a safe location" by
Australian police. He said other squad members had been told they were welcome to stay in
the country. The women had been due to fly home, but supporters had raised fears for their
safety after the team declined to sing the national anthem ahead of their match against
South Korea last week. This prompted criticism in Iran, with one conservative commentator
accusing the team of being "wartime traitors" and pushing for harsh punishment.

(BBC News Web Page: 10/03/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



