Daily Monitoring Report

\ A\ Directorate of Monitoring
(| W Bangladesh Betar, Dhaka
/ ‘ e-mail: dmr.dm @ betar.gov.bd

‘%1“1@6@ Falgun 21, 1432 Bangla, March 06, 2026, Friday, No. 65, 56t year

HIGHLIGHTS

Government has decided to confer "Independence Award 2026" on 15 distinguished individuals, including
former PM late Begum Khaleda Zia & 5 institutions in recognition of their "outstanding contributions at
national level" in their respective fields. [BBC: 03]

Jamaat-e-Islami Nayeb-e-Ameer Dr Syed Abdullah Mohammed Taher has demanded that Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman be removed from the cabinet. [BBC: 03]

TIB has called for the cancellation of the appointment of the newly appointed governor of Bangladesh
Bank to ensure the central bank’s independence, neutrality, and freedom from conflicts of interest.

[Jago FM: 17]
Despite government's recent VAT restructuring aimed at lowering costs, market realities on the ground in
Dhaka and beyond remain tough for consumer. City dwellers are suffering. [Jago FM: 21]

Women leaders have demanded that the trial of rape cases be completed within three months, ensuring
the protection of victims and witnesses --- rape is not just a problem for women, it must be identified
as a problem for the state and society as a whole. [DW: 15]

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Sheikh Rabiul Alam has said that if any bus company charges
excessive fares during Eid, its route permit will be cancelled. [Jago FM: 18]

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has accused the United States and Israel of deliberately
attacking their civilian areas. [BBC: 12]

Rustralian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese & Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney have called for a
de-escalation of tensions in the Middle East. [BBC: 11]

Sir Keir Starmer has remained steadfast in his decision not to join the joint US-Israeli attack on Iran. He
has also refused to allow US aircraft to use British bases to carry out attacks. [BBC: 12]

UNHCR has said that many people have heen displaced by the escalation of violence in various regions,
including Middle East. Almost 100,000 people left Tehran in the first two days after the attack. [BBC: 11]
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EUROPEAN LEADERS PRESENT UNITED FRONT ON IRAN, EVENTUALLY

Six days into the war and more EU leaders have come forward with promises of defence aid
to Cyprus and allies in the Gulf. Two days ago, Greece, the UK and France said they were
sending ships and air defences to Cyprus after drones were fired at the RAF base at Akrotiri
on the island. Now they've been joined by Italy and Spain - and the Netherlands is
considering aid too. Albeit rather slowly, a united front has begun to emerge among key
NATO allies in Europe. There was an initial reluctance to get involved in Italy and especially
Spain, which has refused to allow the US to use shared airbases at Moron and Rota to
attack Iran. Spain's defence minister said the frigate Cristobal Colon was joining its allies to
show "commitment to the defence of the European Union and its eastern border".

(BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)

BALLISTIC MISSILE AND SIX DRONES HIT UAE: DEFENCE MINISTRY

The UAE's defence ministry says it has intercepted and destroyed six ballistic missiles and
131 drones on Thursday - but adds a missile and six drones fell inside the country. It says
that 196 ballistic missiles have been detected since "the start of the blatant Iranian
aggression" on Saturday, adding eight cruise missiles have also been detected and
destroyed. Three people have been Kkilled, all of whom are foreign nationals from Pakistan,
Nepal and Bangladesh, the ministry says, adding that 94 people have been injured since the
attacks began. (BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN FOREIGN MINISTRY CLAIMS US AND ISRAEL 'TARGET CIVILIAN AREAS'

Iran's foreign ministry is accusing the US and Israel of deliberately targeting civilian areas
with their strikes. In a post on X, spokesperson Esmaeil Baghaei said the strikes
"reverberate through global markets, driving up energy prices, destabilizing currencies, and
eroding the purchasing power of ordinary people around the world". He added: "Yet for us
Iranians , the cost is immeasurably higher: our people are being brutally slaughtered as the
aggressors deliberately target civilian areas and any location they believe will inflict the
maximum possible suffering and loss of life." White House Press Secretary Karolina Leavitt
said yesterday: "The United States armed forces do not target civilians." Israel has said it is
targeting military assets with "precision" to protect civilians, and accuses Iran of targeting
civilians. (BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN SAYS US TANKER ON FIRE IN GULF

Iranian state television says its naval fighters have hit a US tanker this morning in the
northern Gulf. The ship was "hit by a missile in the north of the Persian Gulf" and is
"currently on fire", the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) said in a statement read
on state television. The IRGC said the group had "full control" over the Straits of Hormuz,
which runs in between the Gulf to the Indian Ocean. The incident has not been
independently confirmed. The UK Maritime Trade Organization (MTO) earlier said a tanker
was struck off the coast of Kuwait this morning, in the northern Gulf. It says: "The master of a
tanker at anchor, reports witnessing and hearing a large explosion on the port side then
seeing a small craft leave the vicinity. (BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)
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IDF TELLS RESIDENTS IN BEIRUT'S SOUTHERN SUBURBS TO EVACUATE
IMMEDIATELY

The IDF has issued an urgent alert to residents of the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon,
telling them to evacuate their homes immediately, its Arabic-language spokesperson says.
"Attention, you are prohibited from heading south. Any southward movement could endanger
your lives," says Avichay Adraee. (BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN LAUNCHES FRESH WAVE OF MISSILES TOWARDS ISRAEL

The Israel Defence Forces (IDF) says this morning that the country's defensive systems are
in operation after it identified a new wave of missiles "launched from Iran". In a statement on
its Telegram channel, the IDF says it's working to "intercept the threat", as it urges the public
to follow security directives. "The public is asked to act responsibly and follow the
instructions - they save lives," the IDF says. (BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)
CYPRIOTS 'DISAPPOINTED' WITH UK RESPONSE TO DRONE ATTACKS

Cyprus has criticized the UK's response to drone attacks against RAF Akrotiri. The Cypriot
High Commissioner to the UK Kyriacos Kouros told BBC Newsnight that Cypriots are
"disappointed” with the UK government's response. Asked by the programme whether
people in Cyprus felt protected by the UK, Kouros said: "Let's say the people are
disappointed, the people are scared, the people could expect more." Defence Secretary
John Healey is due to visit the island later on Thursday. The UK has announced that British
warship HMS Dragon will be deployed to Cyprus, although it is not due to sail until next
week. The RAF base on Akratiri is part of a British Overseas Territory.

(BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)

IRANIAN DRONES HIT AZERBAIJAN: GOVERNMENT

Two civilians have been injured by an Iranian drone attack in Azerbaijan, the Azerbaijan
foreign ministry says. "One drone strike the terminal building of the airport in the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic, while another drone fell near a school building in the village of
Shakarabad," the ministry says. The drone attack damaged an airport building and injured
two civilians. The Iranian ambassador to Azerbaijan has now been summoned, says the
ministry, where "a strong protest will be conveyed to the Iranian side, and a corresponding
note of protest will be presented”. (BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN TARGETS HEADQUARTERS OF IRANIAN KURDISH FORCES IN IRAQ

Iran's military has said it has targeted the headquarters of Iranian Kurdish forces in northern
Irag, stepping up strikes on Kurdish regions in both Iran and Irag. In a statement quoted by
Iran's state media, the military said it attacked "Kurdish groups opposed to the revolution in
Iragi Kurdistan with three missiles". Tehran is intensifying its attacks on Iranian Kurdish
groups in Iraq amid speculation that US President Donald Trump wants them to join the fight
against Iran, as US and lIsraeli strikes continue. One person was Killed and three injured in
Iranian strikes on Tuesday and Wednesday on bases belonging to two separate Kurdish
opposition groups, the BBC has confirmed. (BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)

US SENATE VOTE FAILS TO REIN IN TRUMP WAR POWERS ON IRAN

A bipartisan resolution aimed at limiting President Donald Trump's ability to wage war in Iran
has failed in the US Senate, as the strikes continue. The war powers measure was rejected
in a 53-47 vote largely along party lines. It would have halted US military action in Iran
without congressional approval. Democrats argue that Trump has sidelined Congress and
offered shifting reasons for the war. Most Republicans blocked the resolution, but some said
they could change course if the war expands in the coming weeks. The US and Israel began
striking Iran on Saturday. The Islamic republic has responded by launching attacks on Israel
and US-allied states in the Gulf. (BBC News Web Page: 05/03/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



