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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has expressed his determination to further strengthen the armed forces.
(Jago News: 14)

Tarique Rahman has announced that his government plans to introduce “Notun Kuri Sports” to help
create new athletes, similar to the previous ‘Notun Kuri’ program. (Jago News: 15)

HAccording to the sources in the Ministry of Finance, the size of the budget for the next fiscal year may
be Tk 883,000 crore, which is Tk 93,000 crore more than the current 2025-26 fiscal year.
(Jago News: 13)

In January 2026, Bangladesh’s Ready-made garment exports to the EU plummeted by 25.25%, falling to
€1.43 billion. (DW: 09)

Even on public holidays, long lines of people are seen at petrol pumps in the capital Dhaka to buy fuel.
(Jago News: 13)

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation has taken steps to purchase one hundred thousand tons of octane from
the spot market subsequently diesel. (Jago News: 15)

Iran has said ships from 5 countries, including Bangladesh, will be allowed to pass through the Strait of
Hormuz amid the ongoing war with Israel and US in the Middle East. (DW: 11)

Bangladeshis holding travel, Umrah, transit and final exit visas are mow able to leave Saudi Arabia
without penalty even if their visas have expired. (DW: 11)

Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed has said a formal request has heen sent to India to bring back the
accused in the murder case of Ingilab Manch convener Sharif Osman Hadi. (BBC: 03)

At least 5 people have been killed in a road accident in Burichang Upazila of Comilla on the Dhaka-
Chittagong Highway. (BBC: 07)
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BBC

KILLING OF IRANIAN NAVY CHIEF 'YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE' OF CO-OPERATION
WITH US: ISRAELI PM

Benjamin Netanyahu says the killing of Iranian naval commander Alireza Tangsiri is "yet
another example of the co-operation” between Israel and the US, as their war with Iran
rages on. In a video message in Hebrew, the Israeli prime minister says Israel continues to
"forcefully strike" targets across Iran. He also echoes earlier comments from Israel's Defence
Minister Israel Katz that Tangsiri played a leading role in Iran's effective closure of the Strait
of Hormuz. "This man had a great deal of blood on his hands," Netanyahu says, adding:
"This is yet another example of the co-operation between us and our friend, the United
States, toward the common goal of achieving the objectives of the war."

(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

GERMANY APPROVES MEASURES TO CURB RISING FUEL COSTS

In Germany, lawmakers have approved initial measures aimed at curbing surging fuel costs
as the Iran war pushes up prices. It means petrol stations, for a time, will only be able to
increase prices once a day, at noon. The government says it will review the measures after
six months. The bill, which still needs to pass the upper house, will also make it easier for
Germany's competition regulator to combat excessive pricing. It's disputed whether the plans
will really lead to lower prices at the pump, while there have also been industry warnings
about rushing through major changes in competition law.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

TRUMP'S CRITICIZED NATO ALLIES AGAIN OVER IRAN

A short while ago, Donald Trump posted on social media to repeat his criticism of Nato
allies, saying they have "done absolutely nothing to help with" the situation in Iran. He says
the US "needs nothing from Nato", but added this "very important point in time" should never
be forgotten. While Trump has said some countries are willing to help escort ships through
the strait, he has yet to publicly identify them. On 15 March, Trump warned Nato of a "very
bad future” if allies did not help open the strait in an interview with the Financial Times.
Speaking at the White House last week, Trump said he had been informed by most Nato
allies that they do not want to get involved in the war, a conflict some of them view as illegal.
(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

TWO PEOPLE KILLED IN ABU DHABI WERE OF PAKISTANI AND INDIAN
NATIONALITY: LOCAL OFFICIALS

Two people had died in Abu Dhabi after debris fell from an intercepted ballistic missile. Local
officials have now issued an update, saying the two people were of Pakistani and Indian
nationality. The three people injured in the incident were of Emirati, Jordanian, and Indian
nationality, the Abu Dhabi Media Office says in a statement.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL SAYS IT HAS KILLED COMMANDER OF IRGC'S NAVY

Israel says it has killed the commander of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)'s
Navy, Alireza Tangsiri. Defence Minister Israel Katz says Tangsiri was "directly responsible
for the terrorist act of bombing and blocking the Strait of Hormuz", and has been "blown up".
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He adds that a number of other "senior Navy command officials" have also been killed. Iran
has not yet commented. (BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

UK FORECAST TO FACE SECOND HIGHEST INFLAMMATION RATE IN G7 FROM IRAN
WAR

The UK is forecast to experience weaker growth and higher inflation due to the impact of the
war in the Middle East, according to the Organization of Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD). It means this year the UK is expected to have the second-highest
inflation rate among the G7 group of advanced economies - at 4%, the OECD says. The
body has also downgraded forecasts for many of the world's biggest economies due to the
US-Israel war with Iran. It adds that the reduction of oil shipments through the Strait of
Hormuz is "raising costs, weighing on demand and adding to inflationary pressures".

(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

INTERNET BLACKOUT CONTINUES IN IRAN

A government-imposed digital blackout in Iran has entered its 27th day, according to internet
monitoring group NetBlocks. NetBlock says in its daily update that Iran has been isolated
from the global internet for 624 hours and that "rights monitors, independent media and the
public are sidelined as access is granted only to those on a state-approved whitelist".
Despite the internet blackout, which began on 28 February when the US and Israel began
strikes, the BBC has been able to speak to some Iranians about the war. Earlier, a young
Iranian man told the BBC of his fears of being made to do military service, and about how he
recently lost a close friend in an air strike. (BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)
ISRAELI MILITARY SAYS FURTHER MISSILES DETECTED COMING FROM IRAN

The Israeli military says it has detected further missiles fired from Iran towards its territory -
the sixth time in the past four hours it has reported incoming strikes. Earlier, Israel's
emergency services said six people were transferred to hospital after a missile was launched
towards the centre of the country. (BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

OIL EDGES HIGHER AS TRADERS WEIGH US-IRAN PEACE PROSPECTS

Qil prices are edging higher in afternoon trade in Asia as investors reassess the potential for
a ceasefire between the US and Iran. Brent crude rose by 2.2% to $104.43, while West
Texas Intermediate was 2.1% higher at $92.24. (BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)
UAE INTERCEPTING FRESH DRONE AND MISSILE ATTACKS FROM IRAN

The United Arab Emirates said it was intercepting Iranian missile and drone attacks over its
territory. It says air defense systems are being deployed to intercept ballistic missiles while
fighter jets are in the sky to take down incoming drones. It is the third such warning the
defence ministry has issued since Wednesday night.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

NEW INDIA BILL TO AMEND TRANSGENDER RIGHTS SPARKS PROTESTS

India's parliament has passed a controversial bill that seeks to change how transgender
people are legally recognized and their right to self-identify, amid protests by opposition
parties and the LGBTQ community. The government says the changes will make welfare
benefits more accessible and strengthen an existing law against exploitation and trafficking,
but critics warn it could exclude many transgender, non-binary and gender-fluid people. India
is estimated to have around two million transgender people, though activists say the true
number is higher and legal recognition remains uneven.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

TRUMP CONFIRMS MAY MEETING WITH XI JINPING AS IRAN WAR FORCES
POSTPONEMENT

US President Donald Trump says he will meet Chinese president Xi Jinping in China on 14-
15 May, after delaying the landmark trip amid the US-Israel war with Iran. This would be the
first visit to China by a US president in nearly 10 years. Trump is also set to host Xi in
Washington DC later this year, and officials are "“finalizing preparations for these Historic
Visits”, he wrote on Truth Social on Wednesday. White House press secretary Karoline
Leavitt confirmed the dates of Trump's visit, telling reporters that President Xi had
understood and accepted the request to postpone the trip. Beijing had not confirmed the
dates listed by Trump - though it does not typically reveal Xi's schedule so far in advance.
(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)
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ZIMBABWE SAYS 15 NATIONALS KILLED AFTER BEING LURED TO FIGHT FOR
RUSSIA

Zimbabwe says that 15 of its nationals have been killed after being recruited to fight for
Russia in its ongoing war with Ukraine, with more than 60 still trapped on the frontlines.
Information Minister Zhemu Soda said the Zimbabweans had been lured by shadowy
agencies promising lucrative jobs abroad using "social media platforms as their primary
hunting ground". "It is sophisticated scheme of deception, exploitation, and human trafficking
that has already resulted in the loss of Zimbabwean lives," he said. The Zimbabwe
government says it is in talks with the Russian authorities to ensure the bodies are
repatriated and those still alive return home safely. It is the first time the country has
acknowledged that dozens of its nationals are in military service to Russia.

(BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

ESTONIA AND LATVIA SAY TERRITORIES HIT BY STRAY UKRAINIAN DRONES
Ukrainian drones entered Estonian and Latvian air spaces from Russia overnight, with one
hitting infrastructure and another crashing on land, Talkinn and Riga have said. One struck
the chimney of a power plant in Auvere, Estonia, while another exploded in the southern
Kraslava region of Latvia. No major damage or injuries were reported. The incident occurred
around the same time as Ukraine launched a massive drone attack on the Russian port of
Ust-Luga on the Baltic Sea, some 25km away from the Estonian border. Estonian Prime
Minister Kristen Michael said Ust-Luga was attacked in three waves between 03:00 and
08:00 local time. (BBC News Web Page: 26/03/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



