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HIGHLIGHTS

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shama Obaid has said, govt. has always been striving to bring back
home those who have sentenced for various crimes including human rights violations, disappearances &
murders in past 1T years & to carry out their sentences. [Jago FM: 10]

LGRD Minister Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has said country is heading towards a difficult period due to
Middle East conflict & warned that fuel prices & prices of essential goods may rise in coming days.
[Jago FM: 09]
The US has suspended the issuance of immigrant visas for Bangladeshi citizens due to a high rate of use
of US public welfare benefits among Bangladeshis. [Jago FM: 11]

Health Minister Sardar Md. Sakhawat Husain has ordered the sealing of Doctors Care Hospital &
Diagnostic Center located in College Gate area of Shyamoli in capital following allegations that surgeries
were being conducted by fake doctors. [Jago FM: 12]

Due to the ongoing global war situation, there has been a severe fuel crisis in Rajshahi. Most of the
petrol pumps in the city have stopped selling fuel oil. [Jago FM: 10]

BD's RMG exports have faced a sustained downturn for T consecutive months. Exporters express concern
that if export earnings continue to decline and this fiscal year ends in negative territory, factory
workers could face the risk of losing their jobs in the future. [Jago FM: 08]

Tehran has denied that US President Donald Trump has announced a five-day suspension of attacks on
the country's power plants and energy facilities, citing "productive talks" with Iran. [BBC: 05]

UK's Prime Minister Keir Starmer has said that the government has no "credible information" that Iran
is targeting the UK. [BBC: 04]

R Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman has called on all parties to the conflict, including United States,
Israel and Iran, to break out of this "vicious cycle" of violence & return to negotiating table. [BBC: 06]

0il prices in Asia have risen and stock markets have fallen sharply, as traders in these sectors have
been affected by the escalation of the Iran-Israel war. [BBC: 06]
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BBC

GULF COUNTRIES CAUGHT BETWEEN TRUMP'S DEADLINE AND IRAN'S THREATS
The UAE's foreign minister has said "we will never be blackmailed by terrorists". There is
pure anger in the Gulf about how this war has unfolded, but not all leaders agree on the
way forward following Donald Trump's ultimatum, and threats exchanged between the US
and Iran. After the extensive damage at Qatar's Ras Laffan field and the targeting of other
facilities across the region, leader's aren't taking Iran's threats lightly. Here in the UAE, the
country's ties to the US may have made it a target, but officials say Iran has misjudged their
reaction, and far from urging Donald Trump to end the war, they now view Iran as a priority
threat in their region. Presidential advisor Anwar Gargash has said Iran's "misguided
calculations" have pushed the UAE to seek closer security ties with Washington.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/03/26, FARUK)

'NO ASSESSMENT' TO SUGGEST UK IS BEING TARGETED BY IRAN: STARMER
Speaking to broadcasters a few moments ago, Starmer said there is "no assessment” that
the UK is being targeted by Iran. It comes after the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said on
Saturday that Iran now has "missiles that can reach London, Paris or Berlin". An Iranian
missile would need to travel about 2,700 miles to reach London. The claim, shared on X,
came after reports that Iran had unsuccessfully fired ballistic missiles at the Diego Garcia
US-UK military base, which is about 2,350 miles from Iran's southern coast. Asked whether
the UK was within range of Iranian missiles, following the attempted Diego Garcia attack,
Starmer says the government carries out assessments "all the time in order to keep us safe,
and there's no assessment that we're being targeted in that way at all".

(BBC News Web Page: 23/03/26, FARUK)
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IRAN DEFENCE COUNCIL ISSUES STRAIT OF HORMUZ ORDER FOR 'NON-HOSTILE
COUNTRIES'

Iran's high level security body Defence Council has said in a statement that the "only way for
non-hostile countries" to pass through Strait of Hormuz is "coordination with Iran". The
Council has also said in the statement published by Iranian outlets that "any attempt by the
enemy to attack Iranian coasts or islands" will lead to "all access routes” in the Gulf and
coastal areas getting "mined with various types of naval mines, including drifting mines
deployable from the shore". In the case of such an attack, in "addition to the Strait of
Hormuz, the whole Gulf would in practice be blocked, with"responsibility belonging to the
aggressor", the statement adds. (BBC News Web Page: 23/03/26, FARUK)

OIL AND STOCK MARKETS IMPACTED BY ENERGY STRIKES THREAT

Qil prices have risen and stock markets in Asia have fallen heavily on Monday as traders
assess threats by the US and Iran to escalate hostilities. The price of Brent crude oil climbed
more than 1% on Monday to above $113.40 a barrel. Japan's Nikkei share index closed
down 3.5% while South Korea's Kospi index fell by 6.5%. Donald Trump warned on
Saturday he would "obliterate" Iranian power plants if the key Strait of Hormuz shipping route
was not reopened, while Iran said it would respond to any such strikes by targeting key
infrastructure in the region. Simon Flowers, chairman and chief analyst at energy
consultancy Wood Mackenzie, said the markets were waiting to see if the threats were
"carried through". (BBC News Web Page: 23/03/26, FARUK)

IRAN FIRES MISSILES TOWARDS ISRAEL: IDF SAYS

The IDF says in its latest update that Iran has fired missiles towards Israel. Air defence
systems are intercepting the strikes, the IDF says. Another wave of Iranian strikes, including
cluster munitions, was shot down over Tel Aviv overnight.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/03/26, FARUK)

COST OF LIVING PRESSURES IN THE PHILIPPINES

Rising oil prices are being felt across daily life in the Philippines, where weeks of increases
are pushing up the cost of transport and food. In Manila, an estimated nine million people
rely on jeepneys every day - colourful, open-air buses that run on diesel. Higher fuel costs
are also pushing up transportation expenses across the supply chain, making it more
expensive to move goods from farms to markets. That is feeding into a rise in the price of
staples like rice, as well as fresh produce and packaged food. The Philippines imports 98%
of its oil from the Persian Gulf. In a country so dependent on imported energy, a sustained
rise in global oil prices is pushing up the cost of living for millions.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/03/26, FARUK)

TUC CALLS FOR EMERGENCY TASKFORCE TO COMBAT ENERGY COST RISKS

In the UK, the Trades Union Congress (TUC) says it is concerned about the impact of rising
energy costs on household incomes and jobs, and is calling for an emergency taskforce to
be set up. "What we have learned from previous difficult situations like Covid is that it is
important to start planning early," says the union's Assistant General Secretary Kate Bell.
Jobs in energy-intensive sectors like steel and manufacturing could be "most at risk", she
tells BBC Breakfast. But all union members will be impacted if household bills rise, she adds.
(BBC News Web Page: 23/03/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL TO EXPAND GROUND & AIR ATTACKS AGAINST HEZBOLLAH IN LEBANON
The Israeli military says plans for the expansion of ground and air attacks against the
Lebanese armed group Hezbollah have been approved, amid fears in Lebanon that Israel is
preparing a large-scale ground invasion of the country. Israel has intensified its campaign
against Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed militia and political party, after the group fired rockets
into Israel earlier this month amid the war between the US and Israel against Iran. Since
then, more than 1,000 people have been killed in Lebanon, according to the Lebanese
health ministry, including at least 118 children and 40 health workers. More than a million
people have been displaced, which could lead to a major humanitarian crisis.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/03/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



